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ty, and weeping wives, and starving children,
there is slavery as drastic as African bondage
ever knew.

In conclusion Mr. Knowles expressed his
gratitude that we have in Galt a class of such
noble workingmen, whose industry and in-
telligence and fidelity have given the outputs
from this place their honored name, and
whese independence of mind and thought is
our chiefest guirantee for peace and pros-
perity in the new century that is now waiting,
at our door,

ConireiutISn;I Singing.

Those pastors who wish either to intro-
duce or encourage congregational singing
will find helpful hints in the following sug-
gestions by Dr, Lyman Abbott:

“Any village church may have the best
church music, because any village church:
may have congregational singing, and for
worship congregational singing is the best.

“I speak dogmatically because from ex-
perience. I have worshipped with a little
village congregation, varying from one hun-
dred to one hundred and fitty, the volume of
whose voices and the inspiration of whose
songful enthusiasm, were much greater .Ihan
those of some congregations many times.
larger.

“The first condition for congregational
singing is a hook for the congregation con-
taining both tunes and hymns. The demand
of the people for congregational singing has
created a demand for congregational hymn
and tune books. Hymns of prayer, of praise,
of aspiration. have taken the place of didac-
tic poems Individual experiences have
been replaced by collective experiences in
lyrical forms.  Harmonic chorals have been
added to revival melodies.

* ‘But, says the objector, ‘few people sing
by note.'  More sing by note than the ob-
jector thinks ; but even for those who sing
only by ear, the notes are valuabie, for they
are a perpetual invitation to sing  ‘I'he con-
gregational tune book says revroachfully to
every silent listener, ‘Let everything that
bath bi=ath praise the Lord. !

“A next condition is a sincere and mani-
fest desire on the part of the leaders of the
worship tor congregational singing. If the
minister c.oes not care for music, if in his
view the congregation is an audience, and
the church a lyceum, and the pulpit a plat-
form, and the sermon an oration, and the
worship ‘preliminary exercises,’ congrega-
tional  singing will not flourish. Or
if the choir-master thirks it an impertinence
for the congregation to sing, it the organist
regards the singing as an accompaniment to
his instiument, and provision for it a neces-
sary submission to popular prejudice, if the
choir regard themselves not the leaders of a
worshipping congregation, but performers to
an applauding audience, there will be no
congregational singing.  An elderly lady
with a broken voice may pipe up in one cor-
oer, an ancient singing master may growl out
an imj.erfect bass in another, and here and
there a maiden may timidly whisper the mel-
ody under her breath; but the heartiness, the
courage, the enthusiasm, the numbers, which
are the very essence of the charm of congre-
gational singing, will all be wanting. The
congregation must he led; and whoever leads
must wish the congregation 1o follow, and
make that wish apparent.”
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Those of our Christian brethren who
belicve that the world will continue to g0
on from bad to worse until the lod
comes, find much in the present condition
of woviety (0 support their views,

God'’s Secrets.
BY GEO. W. ARMSTRONG.

The first thought that strikes us when
considering this subjectis: That God has
secrets which he does not reveal to men.
Christ taught this when he said Mark xiii-
32: “ Butof that day and that hour
knoweth no man, no, not the angels which
are in heaven, neither the Son, but the
Father ;" and yet men will, by calculations
and speculations, seek to explain unreveal-
ed and hidden mysteries respecting the

esigns and future purposes of God.
When premises are wrong conclusions
cannot be right.  That which is known
only to the Father must remain hidden
from the keenest scrutiny of men.

Then there are Divine Secrets which
God makes kaown to men. Ps. 25:14
‘“The Secret of the Lord is with them
that fear him, and he will show them his
covenant.”

Prov. 3. 32 ““But his secret 1s with the
righteous.”

Amos 2. 7. “ He revealeth his secret
unto his servants the prophets.”

These secretsare confined to character---
“to them that fear him” and to the
‘*righteous ” not to the curious and pre-
sumptuous; and his revelations refer to ‘his
covenant " and to his dealings with faith-
less nations and individuals ; communi-
cations through “‘his servants the pio-
phets.”

We have a notable instance of God tak-
ing his faithful servant into His confidence
and telling him his purposes in the case of
Abraham ; where God asks :  *Shall 1
hide from Abraham that thing which 1
do ?” and, oh ! what magnificent pleading
power it produced! God does greac
things for his servants who are righteous
and who live in friendly and holy com-
munion with Him,

God makes known his secrets to indivi-
duals who are successfully combatting the
world and evil influences and ovércoming
antagonistic moral forces. This is a se-
cret made known to, and kept secret by,
the person receiving it—Rev. 2. "W “Te
him that overcometh will [ give to eat of
the hidden manna, and will give him a
white stone, and in the stone a new name
written, which no man knoweth saving he
that receiveth it "

It's a grand thing to be in God's confi-
dence in any degree. We may not be
Abraham’s ; "we may not be even among
“ His servants the prophets ;" but it is
our privilege to be among the “righteous”
and among those who “overcome ” and
who are deemed worthy by God of having
His secrets ‘evealed to us.  No wonder
unrighteous and godless men, who exer-
cise “ philosophy,” so called, who pry into
** the deep mysteries of God” and who, to
investigate matters that lie beyond unaid-
ed human understanding. get widely as-
tray and create doubt and scepticism con-
terning God and His dealings with men ;
for He does not ** make known * His ways
unto such, as He did unto Moses, and
their investigations, begun in ignorance
end in darkness and death.

*“The sccret  things belong unto the

‘Lord our God ; but those that are reveal-

ed belong unto us and to our children for
ever.” Deut: 29. 29
London, Ont.

Before accepting any doctrine, however
plaube or popular it may be, we should
atk, “Is it founde | pow and wgteeabls 1o
e Werd of Gled !
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SPARKS FROM OTHER ANVILS,

United Presbyterian. ~Men often treat
redemption as commonplace. T'o angels it
is a mystery which fills them with admiration
and wonder.

Michigan Presbyterian.—There is an im-
mense amount of worldliness within the
church.  Ministers not only declare that
they donot know what to do with the
worldliness in the church, but many of them
have given up any attempt to deal with it.

Sunday School Times.—H + who will trust
God fully can have whatever God is ready
to bestow.  And God is ever ready to be-
stow on such a an whatever it is best for
one who trusts G d filly to have from his
loving hands.  Who would have more than
this?  Why should one have less ?

Herald & Presbyter —There are those
who have called in question the divinity of
Christ, but they have showed thereby their
ignorance. They have not known him. It
was <o with the princes of this world, of
whom we read that they were ignorant of his
real nature or they would not have crucified
the Loid uf glory.

Lutheian Observer,—There will he sor-
rows and joys, failures and successes, this
year, just as there were last year. You can-
not forecast individual experiences. Vou
cannot see a step before y ar feet. Vet
Jehovah-jireh calls you to enter the new year
with calm trust. It bids you put away all
anxieties and forebodings—“The Lord will
provide.”

Presbyterian  Witness,—The lessons we
must t-ke to heart is to share the burdens as
well as the glory and the immunities of ouy
imperial citizenship. If we shrink from o.r
share, if, in any way, we try to shirk our
duty, we simply stultify ourselves and prove
that we have been trying to play at empire-
building. This must not be : it cannot be :
the universal sentiment of the people de-
mands that we do the right thing towards
the Empire as a whole.

Presbyterian Banner : Religion is not
a mere theory of priests, or a doctrine
taught us by ‘authority, but it is a prac-
tical experience of the soul. It has tested
some things and found that they cannot
be shaken. When, then, we are discour-
aged in the Christian life and ugly doubts
trouble us, let us lay hold of and cherish
this sure fact that God has been a shelter
for us, and hide again in the secret place
of the Most High and abide under the
shadow of the Almighty.

North and West.—While there are many
distressing signs that the reign of the Prince
of Peace is not yet, at no time in the history
of the world has the hope been so bright of
the ultimate victory of Christ, Whether
that victory is to come througn the working
of the Spirit through the Church, or by the
personal advent of Christ, we do not know.
But we do know that providential circum-
stances, as well as the great commission, call
the Church as never before to conquest of
the world.

Christian Guardian.—Prayer is the start.
ing point and the goal of every movement in
which are the elements of permanent pro-
gress. The secret history of every true
spiritual advance would reveal the fact that
men have been led to shut themselves in the
secret place with God, and jray and plead
before him.  And the final outcome of cach
such movement has been that men have
learned better to pray. God is everywh.re
calling his people to new prayer. It is our
duty and our privilege t~ show to the worl|
what thay be when men will lay hold spon
Gedl I Wbewiui \tust nad feieh,




