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TH1 DOimnOH FEMBrnETAH.4
forgive ue our alns," This is » Universe! 
Prayer. It we* not given specially to tiie 
weaving penitent wlm flung herself at 
his feet or to the heart -broken publican 
or to the dying thief. It was spoken 
to the disciples who continued with him 
day by bay, and tto them as représenta 

were devout Jews whose spirite were sa- lives of the ordinary neeus and hopes of 
tuzated with the teaching of Moees and men. It ie a prayer that the iwdnoe and 

prophets. They knew that God was aip the pauper, the learned and the ignorant, 
proaohed through sacrifices, and they that mature man and the little child 

also that he delighted .in "the sa

THE LORD’S PRAYER V.
“ Forgive Us Our Debts.”

By Rev. Professor Jordan, D.D.

And forgive us out sine, for we also 
forgive every one that is indebted to us. 
Bt. Luke XI., 4.

Fargive ue our délits as we also have 
forgiven our debtors. 8t. Matthew VI. 12.

We are bringing to a cloae our medi­
tations upon the Lord's prayer and are 
now able to note carefully the progress 
in its order of thought. The prayer comes 
downward, so as to speak, front Qod to 
man. The first thing is the recognition 
of the fatherhood of (lod, the acknow­
ledgement of His majesty and holiness. 
This leads to reverent worship in a 
childlike spirit. Then there springs up 
the desire for Qod to reign, the cry for 
the canting of God’s kingdom, a king 
dam of obedience where tiie will of Qod 
rules in the personal experience and in 
the social life of men. The worshipping 
soul longs to bring the life of heaven 
down to .this care-worn, sin-stricken 
earth. The prayer continues to go deep­
er into the individual needs of men. It 
teaches ue to look up to the Father for 
dadly bread, to ask for ourselves, and 
others, a constant supply to meet the 
ever recurring nee<ls of body and eoul. 
We are then led to pray more particul­
arly f°r the forgiveness of past sins, and 
for guidance and strength in the 
tinual conflict with evil. The prayer be­
ginning with the words "Our Father 
which art in heaven" ends with the pe 
tition, “Forgive us our debts as we &1 
so have forgiven our debtors; bring us 
not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil (or the Evil One)". The doxdogy, 
"For thdne is the kingdom, the power 
and the glory for ever and ever amen," 
is perhaps an addition that was introduc­
ed in Apostolic times when the 
was used ia Christian worship.

the

may offer when they kneel together In 
orifice of a broken heart and contrite the House of Clod. We are sinnere, deb 
spirit." Besides their Master was cons tors. We have broken tiie law of God. 
tantly presenting himself to them as the We have wandered from tihe way of life! 
way «f approach to tiie Father, awl he All we like sheep, have g<me astray, we 
led them on gently yet ever deeper Into have turned every one to our way,' and 
the mystery of his intercession which af a wicked, wilful way it has often bean 
ter all «summed up in the word* "I am a way of pride and way of pain. Let us 
the way, the truth, and the life." Those not thank that we can claim any exemp 
who look into the prayer for the thedo- tion from this all embracing law. If we 
gical forms of later ages may well fall * let this slip we must let all the rest of 
to find them but dnstaad of being die the prayer go with its revelation of the 
appointed they should lie grateful, for Eternal Fathr’s love, and the glorious 
here we have the truth in its divine aim hope of the coming of the kingdom. If 
plioity, free from tiie subtelties of the the laiw does not grasp m and bite us 
schools. We have moreover another if it does not drag u# down into distress 
ground for rejoicing. The form of the of conscience and real sorrow for sin 
Lord's prayer, bare as it seents to many, our joys will lie shallow and our oonso’ 
is a proof of its purity and genuineness, lations small. We must frankly acknow 
a guarantee that we have it as it came ledge that 'this prayer fur forgiveness 
from tiie Ups of our Blessed Lord. God applies to all of us and must not lie 
does not strive to anticipate. He pa- *1 lined over, 
tiently waits tiie course of events, the
movement of life. The Son of man could While the nravar rrnrr-nrmii. u j not xprak the troth, -f salvation In nnivwral k * Jni
form, which oome naturally mid easily come intensely :/ u
to Paul and Peter * few years after- any real cower ThZToL™ Li” . 
werds. The disciple, must live through me Bnd U helon». to !ZTZ ÏST’imS 
many strange experiences In the tin oompletely aa if 1 were the 
mediate future. The mystery of Chriefe Ood’e great world The entm’.wüTTk 
sacrifice must be brought near to them Ungtloni now end iru™?* ™e through the passion Joethsemane, the ™ Afcn. >*™a#t«r ..
pain of the «mes, the darkness of the ™ v„lW 
tomb and the glory of tile reeiirraotinn. Wtinee* before the ftm* * ^
Then shall their thought, of sacrihoe be V*"
purified and enlarged. Now the Master each Ollier's hunlen TluiZ 'wouof brar 
ie content to load them a, penitaait, to \Um*nT
the throne of and do U* in - SLrSt’ÜTlS

to ue. The child, the mother, the wife, 
the liusbsnd. must come alone and ray. 
“Thou knoweet, lord, the wenrinew and

t
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L simple forms which harmonize witii all 
the rest <if his lieaut-iful teaching. It 
may be however that before we are done 
we may find in this brief petition more 
recognition of sacrifice titan we thought.
There is a cross in it, a cross for eabli
one to bear, a cross which is meant to rv-*. _r . , . .___. ,
lead us to the cross of Christ. Let us tc^ay and border* for tomorrow,
then try to grasp the spiritual teaching ."F unl’,or« »”d an, to be con- 
of this particular petition. There are w. V. ..... .
two things embraced In It, and they are ”‘ *F <"««"" won!
two deefi. important things, tiie need of A““ */ *em u toy feet; Thou know- 
forgiveness and the need of a foigiving n i.’ L”"°' . -
spirit. We cannot hope now t<i explain , U ouf now through Christ
these tiwo point* and their relationship ^£2? 5*°t. ^ <* God's
to each other, but we may at least set !ï“IT' Tf. forgTxen on<* who have hope
you to think about them. S* d‘ulY «Mivwanc* and of eternal rest.

Tf we do not possee the joy which tins 
M . .. _ , , thought brings it ie simply because we do
Mark well our Saviour s estimate of not. take -home to our hearts ail those

the importance of tiie forgiveness of precious premium ahidh are given to w 
«ns. He places the petition for forgive so freely in the Won! of God. Our tor- 
ne?«ne!tV? <4lelpetiLk,n for bread men* of unmd springe from our lack of
ZmI'ZZtm r”t,|‘Ml tTU"t in fi"1 ""<1 partly from a sense of
raMteTh. Tn s/hT* ^ mhithftibw* W« know we are
garded the need of pardon. He was no nnwortiiy of hi, grral gift- henoe wg 
common place religionist who exalted rit- tfimk lie * not wilhig "to give them
neltam eud neglected goodness. His Ha, not fled Umpired*prophets to he

.W“ ‘ “rv*F 0"d. He leadens of «ul.,7^ H,Zî' »vvm llm
never meant tiiat men should rely upon own Son to prove to ne liie wiliingn.*.«rëZ"nr ,^,1,r<,l„lheClOM°V t"™- toZùveî Te it not the*veiy

He r*1'" no,h' I’™'!*»» <* oh life seen fine to rave re 
Z8nd, il- p' .I,"6 th,t l,he ,mm toe power of feat edfishnrea ami
Z akrZt»r ,J*l!her' "* toe&ts religion wickedness. At once we may com., to
“ we .»<d li^Ld T* l*"a T th*‘ Ood1, throne end teke the great gift «f

' y,wy 'i*1- *" w« ïk •"! kve vshi* ie withoi* money ami
through LnTLZ • hln<1 *!,d ,ed witoo-t P*=. Chalet through the travail 
Q^d Ih. to, -.L , ”e "eed ,rom of Hie soul has broken every barrier

d , Z 'r^il 7L?’ fro ,UZ tr*"s down that this offer of ralvatinn m»t
STiïTnJLâl ZüL** ** ^"*mnin* oome to » free and imoondWoned.
nZ .H nZ 7l,1^?6"1o.lno “ “ » \Vlien we have definitely turned toward,
ti!ri ôLÜZrf ' .almn 0,6 flT8t WOrd Soviour it is dill

T to our Fating 
W« •'Thy sins are f<Æ„ <1 "T ent ^71^,

into peace. We may have offered this Feeling that our wowhip and service is
puayer for years, but when our life fe still full of imperfection, that even in the
specially moved, when our conscience is more favorable condition of the Chris- 
Toueed by strong spiritual excitement t'an *^c we ^Te not met our obligations, 
when great aorrowa make ue reali» a’ % turn to our Father day by day aaymg

tt ",mM r " 7th « « meZufr he". fickU0weak"

While making these introductory re­
marks it may be appropriate to note tiiat 
we have two versions of the prayer, one 
as it was spoken by our Lord in the 
mon on the Mount; the other addressed 
specially to the disciples when they .«id :

‘Ixird, teach us to pray." There are 
slight differences in these two forms of 
the prayer. If ever in the scriptures we 
might have expeotd an effort to

Of the sad heart that cornea to Thee for
rest;

ve the exact words <xf a speech it is in 
this case where the greatest of all teach 
ere tells us how we ought to approach 
God in prayer. When we find differeu 
oes however small in such a prayer we 
cannot help calling to mind our 8a 
viour’s teaching that i* is the spirit that 
quickeneth, and the letter of itself pro 
flteth nothing. We are not prepared to 
denounce those who find forme of prayer 
helpful but for ourselves we would re 
member that even this sacred model of 
prayer bequatited to us by our Lord must 
not he used as a magical charm as ff vir 
tue was to be tound im a meahanioal re 
petition of its words. Jesus Christ Him 
self would break it up and take it from 
us of we should so value it. He would 
nave us learn tha* the, . . power of the
prayer ie in the thought it «tire In the 
mind and the trust it cells from the 
heart. He meant his words to be an 
inspiration that we might attain to 
spirituality of thought and freedom of 
utterance in the presence of Out Father.

There are some to whom it has 
ed a strange thing that in this r 
there is a recognition of sin but no 
,n of floe. “The prayer ia elm 

ply forgive u« our debts as we have 
forgiven those who are indebted to us." 
Mha* expkmation is to be given erf this 
or what lesson can be learned from ttf 
It seems to me that the difficulty here 
lY™yron ^««"tory «ne. The rrem to

* pl?yer ""* 8’ven ww not 
of reUgioufl belie? m<nd" d“

►

or sentiment. They
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