The Difficulties of Asminianism.

—
Not unfrequently, when & person tries to

. escape from one difficulty, he only finds hime
selfl caught in the thicket of another, it may

be & greater. This is the expericnce of those
who exchange Calvinism for Arminianism,
That there are diticultics in Calvinism, yes,
great ones—-lb hear speak of that found ia
the Confession of Faith, not of that “ound,
or example, In “Holy Willies  Prayer,”
every intelligent and bonest Calvimst will
moest readily admit, Uul there are also dife

found
this as we

fleullivs, yea, much greater ones to b
In Arminianism, We
Ko on,

burchester Street Methodist Churceh, Mongs
veal, held ite anniversary seivices
buth, September 24, The Rev. D, wanier, of
e West kind Church, took the eveamng seis

shall sce

on Sahe

Vice, He preached from Ik Thesoal, i, H
“God hath from the beginning chosen you
to salvation; through sanctification of the
Spirit, and belief of the truth.”™ in the course
of his sermon, as reported in tue Montreal
Witness of the day following, <he preacher
Maid: “God has chosen youa, but this wasg
imited in its extent, for God's choice depends
4 o onew choice of God. As soon as a man
was willing, God began to work in lim hig
salvation.” Judging trom the statements of

different Arminian writes which 1 have
1 believe that Mr. Winter is not misrepresents
wd In the foregoing quotation
few words In review of his lauguage

i shallnow say a
Had t
sullicient space at my disposal, I would eay
@ great deal,

Aocording to Mr. Winter in regenceration,

wman takes the first step-not God. Man
ahooses God, then, because ae has d B0,
4i0d chooses him; God chouses no one who

atoes not first choose Him. But the preach-

er's text seems to be altogecher out of har-
smony with that doctrinc. There it s eald:
“God hath from the beginuing chosen you
to salvation, ete, The expression  “fr
the ginning,"” means “from all eternity
Of course, man was not then in being. God,
therefore, first chose maa, tlow could man,

when he was not in being, choos

same applies to the

Him? The
kindred passag:

in Ephee

sane, i, 4 According as He hath chosen us
tn Him before the moun Lation of the world,”
=that is, from all eternjty ~“tha. we should
be holy,” ete. Arminians try to surmount
this difliculty by saying; "God, from all ot
ity foresaw who in time, would  choose
Him These, and only these, MHe chose,
His doing so was the reward of their first
choosing Him."”
MeCheyne says:

“Chosen not for & 3! in me,”
Winter, in effect,
“Chosen for grod seen in me.™

M says;
Lord sent Panl
who had already
n, and to turn from darknes

According to the latter, th
to open the eyes of
wned the

those

s to

light, and ‘rom the power of Satan unto God,
those who had already turned. . opened
the heart of Lydia, because she had oncened

it. Mr. Winter says that “as soon as a man
s willing, God begins to work in him
silvation iod walts for men to take
first But this willingness is the
zinning man’s How is the
wondrous change All men,
hy How is it,
if the change depends w holly on man, that
many never have this willingness?

his
the
be-

step.
of salvation
brought about?
nature, have no love to God

How can

we harmonize with Mr. Winter's doctrine,
the language of Paul to the Philippians;
worketh in you both to will and to

There ls a hymn which says:
“0 Lord do Thou the sinner turn!
"Worousa him from
According to Mr. Winter, it is out of place
to pray God to change the sinner’s heart.
Such prayer should be addressed to the sin-

his senseless state!™
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ner.  God can fustly say to the suppliant
Whose language I have just quoted: “It 1s
Bot my place to change the sinner's heart,
Till he change it, I am utterly powerless.
But as soon as he does so, then I can work
In him his ealvation, and will, that very
moment, begin My work."”
For the reason already stated [ must stop
here.
Woodbridge, Ont,
— e R e

Bruce Presbyterial Meeting of
W.F.M.S.

The twelfth annual meeting of this society
Wus held in Knox church, Paisley, on the
4sthoult., Mrs. Johnston, the prosident, ocs
cupying chair, and associated with hep
oun platform Mrs. Robertson, of
Wulkerton, and Miss Smith, of Tara, vice-
presidents end Mrs. Ferguson, of Chesley,

NWICK,

the

the were

After devotional exercises the minutes of
Jast ting read and adopted. The
vepurts of the auxiliaries and Mission Bands
were then read by their respective secretaries.

Mrs. Colborne, of Paisley, in an address of
much power and beauty, welcomed the socis
Mi Hamilton, of Tara, gracefully re-
sponded. The president’s address followed,
d @ spirit of thankfulness should pre-

mes were

ety,

Sh L

Yail among us, that we are permitted to
i nt—for the privileges we enjoy and
th ogress we have made when we look
back to other meetings.  Christ said 1 must
work. The work must be done and none
but He could do it. Let us work and pray
18 those who are bound to win. This work
teminds us of & vast machinery hall, all
the machinery there, but silent and still,

‘fouch the button and start it all. The one

tmpelling motive “the love of Christ” has
brought us together and should be the
wotive power of all our work.

The reports of the secretary treasurer, sec-
tetary of supplivs and literary secretary were
read  and  indicated  substantial  advances
in the various departments of the work. The

cmbership and attendance has increased,
Regular meetings have been held which have

been interesting and profitable.  Thank offer

ing meetings have been very generally held.
Contributions amount to §8, suowing a
inc » over last year. The bale of
clothing sent to the North-West Indians
wie valued at $364. The dedicatory prayer
was offered by Mrs. Matheson, of Armow.
The otficers for the coming year were elect-
ol as follows:—President, Mrs. Robertson,
Wialkerton; 1st Viee-President, Mrs. John-
ston, Paisley; 2nd Vice-President, Miss Smith,
Tara; Secretary, Mrs, Chesley;

Treasurer, Miss Miller, Pa 3 Secretary of
Mrs. Galbraith, Paisley; Literary
Mnrs. Marr, Walkerton,

Mrs. Conning, of Walkerton, read an excels
lent paper “Medical Missions,” A duet
by Mrs. and Miss Bain, “Keep me safe with-
in the fold,” was sweetly sung, followed by
L paper on the “Missionary Obligations of the
Church” by M Ferguson, Chesley.

During the meeting Mrs. Cameron, Port
Mrs. Fitzpatrick, Underwood, Miss
, Tara, and Mrs. Robertson, Walkerton,

supplies,

Secretar

g devotional exercises. Hearty votes
of s were tendered to the managers
of the church to the Paisley ladies for their

hospitality and to all who had taken part in
the meeting
The afternoon mecting was closed by pray

er led by Mrs. McKinnon of Port Elgin. The
delegates and members of Bruce Preshytery
who had held their regular meeting the ne
day were invited to take tea in the base-

ment of the church.
At 8 o'clock the church was well filled.
Mr. Johnston, the pastor, occupled the

r and presided The proceedings were
interspersed with excellent music from the
choir and a quartette by four gentlemen,

“Let a little sunshine in,” was well received.
tev. Mr. Wilkie, returned missionary from
Indors India, gave an interesting address,
and Rev. Dr. Campbell spoke in the inter-
estg of the Century Fund,

The next meeting will be held in Tara on
the 27th September, 1900.

Opening of Montreal College.

The thirty-second session of the
wag formally opened on Thursday ew
of last week in the David Morrice
vccasion was more than usually inte:
by reason of the presence of the Rev.
pal Salmond, D.D., of the Free Church D
ity Hall, Aberdeen, Scotland, who deli
the opening lecture. The subject was,
Christian Ministry and its Supreme Id

The Rev. Pfncipal MacVicar, D.D,,
L.D., presided,  nd on the platform wer
Rev. Drs. R. Campbell, John Campbell, G

sirat, Armstrong, of Ottawa; ‘nd the
C. B. Ross, of Lachine; W. Sh
J. R. McLeod, of Three
ers; AL J. Mowatt, John Jcleod, of Va

Hill; N. H. McLeod, ot Ottawa, and J

Morin. The Rev. Dr. A. B. Mackay,
the Rev. Messrs. Winfield, Reid, and
« Keracher, occupied seats in the audience.)

The Rev. J. Macleod, of Vankleek
opened the meeting by reading Psalm
and after devotlonal exercise the cha
delivered a brief address. He said that
present was the thirtysecond session,
the attendance of students promised to
large and satisfactory. Speaking of (he
gress of the Presbyterian Clourch in
he said that since the union in 1876 the
ber of ministers had increased from
1,458, or 130 per cent; the membership ha
creased from 88,228 to 212,026; or 140 per @
aad finances from $982,672 to $2,5611,175, o
per cent. The attendance at Sabbath Sch
had only increased from 97,204 to 160,15
only 64 per cent. That seemed to show
they were weak in looking after the yoy

The Rev. Principal Salmond’s address
Interesting and  inspiring. He urged
members of the Christian ministry to
that in a world whore there were a
many good and happy things for ren
God had given them the very best and
piest, and made them preachers of his
The vocation of the Christian ministry)
deed was not without its own peculiar
ties and worries, and if faithfully disch
It would tax their utmost energies and
heavy demands upon their consistency
patience. But in all that made exertion

flect itself in strength and gladness, in all
brightened a carcer with the serene )
ot happiness, in all that was capable of m
ing life with a deep joyfulness, there
no calling to match it for a moment. It
all important that a worthy concept
what the Christian ministry was sho

entertained by the theological student. A

llar grandeur belonged to it in its subje
uims, its results and its history. It
divine ordinance, and as such It dem
mere of a personal inclination., It de
vd what our forefathers had been ace
ed to term a ‘call” There might have
wide differenzes of opinion as to the
lar mode in which this call comes, and
though it might be true the mistake
not antrequently been made of definin
too precisely or too mystically, it was not
puted that there is a call to the Ch
ministry.

The function of preaching deserved
most sedulous attention and required fo
exe * the most patient preparation.

er it had been in the history of h
progress! It had had its times of power
times of declension: but wherever
preaching function of the ministry had
to the front, the life of the nations and
churches had been free, fruitful and
gressive. It was the preacher’s prin
duty to be a student of the word, to le
to inerpret it faithfully, to understand i
its unity, and its variety. Tt was his
duty to be a theologian, to master that t

which the Bible offered, to make himself
quainted with the great systems in h
these truths had been expressed by the m
ter mlr;;ln of Christ’s church.

The benediction was pronounced
Rev. Dr. Robert Campbell, e
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