28th February,

Permit me once more to remind Treasur-
ers of congregations, Missionary Societies
etc that the church year terminates on
28th February, and that it is necessary that
all moneys intended to go into the accounts
for the year, should reach the office in
Toronto on or before the evening of Friday
of next week. In these times of storms and
snow blockades, it is well that the money
should be forwarded in good time, rather
than that it should be put off until the last
day.

Permit me also to remind Treasurers of
Sabbath S hools, C.E. So-ieties, e'c. that the
church year ends next week. It is hopel
that all contributions, from individuals, for
the support of special missions in the Home
or Foreign field, or for the support of pupils
at Pointe-aux Tremb'es, will be forwarded
before the 28th inst.

Ministers who have not yet paid their
personal rates to the Widows’ and Orphans’
or Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Funds, will
{ oblige by remi ting.

Although within ten days of the close of
the year, there are still 436 congregations
from whom nothing has been received for
the schemes of the church.  These are dis-
tributed among the Synods as follows :—

Montreal and Ottawa....... . 76

Toronto and Kingston. 127
Hamilton and London.... 68
Manitoba and the North W 1o
British Columbia ..ouevina.s q 436

The amount received last week was dis-
appointing and considerably below my
estimate. It is difficult to say, even at this
date, what the result at the end of the year
may be. The following are the amounts
still required : —

Home Missions.
Augmentation.
Foreign Mission
French Evangelization.
Pointe-aux-Trembles ......
Widows & Orphans Fund..
Aged & Infirm Ministers l'uml
Assembly Fund.

$26,000.00
10,000.00
13,500,00
10,000.00
5,000.00
9,000.00
6,000.00
2,200,00

Knox College ... 7,000.00

Jueen’s C ollep.,e 3,500.00

resbyterian College, ) onlr;a . 3,000.00

Manitoba College vvses saressiaies  1,300,00
R.H.W.

A city clergyman on a recent Sabbath re-
ferred to the flippant and profane manner in
which the Saviour’s name is nnpvoperly in-
troduced into conversation couched in pro-
fane and vile language. The profanity
which greets one’s ears on the street, not

k merely among grown men, but also among
youths and mere boys, is so appalling in its
frequency and violence, that those who hear
it are tempted to ask if the blasphemers-—
for they are nothing else--assume that the
third commandment has been stricken out
of the Decalogue.  Not only is the thrice
holy name of God the Father taken in vain
by men who claim to be gentlemen and
should be an example to the young and ris-
ing generation, but the blessed name of God
the Son, the loving Saviour of mankind, is
also bandied about in the flippant jest or the
vile conversation in a shockingly irreverent
manner.  These people, who would never
think of using profane language in the pre-
sence of ladies, seem *o forget that their pro-
fanity is uttered in the presence of Him who
said: “Take not the name of the Lord thy
God in vain for the Lord will not hold him
guiltless that taketh His name in vain.” The
growth of protane and vile language has be-
come so great and so marked and that those
who are sometimes compelled to listen to it
cannot fail to recall the declaration of the in-
spired prophet, “Because of swearing the
land mourneth.”
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