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less of mist and darkness and cloud effects than in Ireland 
and Scotland. In the south, perhaps the most curious in
fluences are to be felt at St. David's Head, and in St. David’s 
itself—once the goal for thousands of pilgrims from many 
countries of mediaeval Europe, and, probably, in pagan 
times the seat of an oracle. And a place of like character 
is the peninsula of Gower, south of Swansea. Caerphilly 
Castle, where the Green Lady reigns now amid its ruined 
acres, is a strange place ; and so is the hill near Carmarthen, 
where Merlin is asleep in a cave with the fairy-woman 
Vivian. But in none of these places to-day is there a strong 
living faith in fairies as there is, for example, in West Ireland. 
The one region where I found a real Celtic atmosphere—and 
it is a region where everybody speaks Welsh—is a moun
tainous country rarely visited by travellers, save archaeo
logists, a few miles from Newport ; and its centre is the 
Rentre Evan Cromlech, the finest cromlech in Wales if not 
in Britain. By this prehistoric monument and in the 
country round the old Nevern Church, three miles away, 
there is an active belief in the ‘ fair-folk ’, in ghosts, in 
death-warnings, in death-candles and phantom-funerals, and 
in witchcraft and black magic. Thence on to Newcastle- 
Emlyn and its valley, where many of the Mabinogion stories 
took form, or at least from where they drew rich material in 
the way of folk-lore,1 are environments purely Welsh and as 
yet little disturbed by the commercial materialism of the age.

There remain now to be mentioned three other places 
in Wales to me very impressive psychically. These are : 
ancient Harlech, so famous in recorded Welsh fairy-romance 
—Harlech with its strange stone-circles, and old castle from 
which the Snowdon Range is seen to loom majestically and 
clear, and with its sun-kissed bay ; Mount Snowdon, with 
its memories of Arthur and Welsh heroes ; and sacred 
Anglesey or Mona, strewn with tumuli, and dolmens, and 
pillar-stones—Mona, where the Druids made their last stand

1 I am indebted for this information to the late Mr. Davies, the com
petent scholar and antiquarian of Newcastle-Emlyn, where for many years 
he has been vicar.


