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Erzeroum is the largest city. It.s houses are built of mud
dried ,n the sun

; and the flat roofs nvergro«n with grass
appear in the distanci! like a meadow.
A portion of Armenia belongs to Russia.

^

673. Syria is on iho cast of the Mpclitorraneaii.
Tho Jfomitalns of Lebanon are near tlie coast ; and
on the oast of the mountains is a low phiin.

In the middle of this plain, surronnded by he.nitifwl gar-
dens and orchards, is the city of Dnnm.cu,, the oldest city in
tlie world, and often spoken of in the liible. It manufac-
tures sdks, and is the centre of a large caravan trade, lin-
rout IS an impurtant iiort.

074. Palestine, the ancient land of tlie Lsraelites,

situated in the south-east of Syria, is the most
interesting part of Turkey.

675. About forty years after the Jews crucified
the Saviour, th<>y were expelled by a Roman army
from the country which thcur forefathers had occu-
pied fifteen hun.Ired year.s. Jerusalem, the capital
of tho country, had a strong, high wall around it,

and the Jews from all the land ran to this city for
protection. Tlw. llomans beat down the wall, de-
stroyed the city, and burned the beautiful tc^niple.

The Jews are now scattered throughout almost all
the countries of the world.
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676. T'lilestine is .|uite a hilly country. The
Jonfn,,, a comparativ<.ly small stream, is the only
riven It rises in tlie Mountains of Lebanon, flows
southerly through the lowest valley in the world,
and empties its waters into a remarkable lake called
the /).„,/ So,. The Dead Sea contains so nnich
salt and other mineral sulistances that fish cannot
live in it. In the upp.'r part of its cour.se the
Jordan forms a fresh-water lake, called the Sen of
Ualilee, or thi> S<-.i, of Tifji-rias.
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C>". Palestine was once e.xceedingiy fruitful ; but except in

I

some fertile valleys, it is now an unproductive countrv, .and
!

agriculture is gre.atly neglected.

I

C,7H. Ohristians love to travel in Palestine, and visit the
places in which occurred so many of tlie great events recorded
in the iiible. Hut travelling in this land is toilsome and
scmiewhal dangerous. Travell<Ms employ armed guides to
show them the way and i)roteet them from robbers. There
are no carriage-roads, so that they must joui ney on horseback

;

and the animals to be obtained are generally very inferior.

67^. Jiriiialem is built on the ruins of the ancient city.
Tho stivel^ are narrow and the houses gloomy. Half the

I people are Mohammedans. Hix miles to tlie south is lieik-


