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*" Catholic clo^lriiie ; and the inve6^ives againft
" the Council of Conftaiice, as if it had put
" John Ilufs, and Jerome of Prague to death
"./or herefy, are idle tales." One is really at a
lofs which mofl: to admire, the reprefentations

in point of dodrine or of hiflory. Is there any
fait better known or attefted, than that the

Romifh Church in all ages, when it had the

power, has never ceafed to perfecute heretics ?

is mankind in its dotage, and has loO: all me-
mory of pafl: events, that fuch fidions are to

be impolcd upon it r Is tlie inquifition totally

unknown which was inftituted whenever the
Church had influence enough, and which the
Pope endeavoured to eftabhlh in every country
in Europe, fo late as the lixteenth century, for

the very purpofeof imprifoning, torturing', and
deftroying hej-etics ? Have we \o foon forgot

Cranmcr, liidlcij, and I^alhner, and thofe other
Proteftant martyrs who were the victims of
Popery in the Ihort reign of '^uccn Mary r

The mof]: flender acquaintance with hiiiory

is fufficicnt to confute thofe mifi-eprefentations

rcrpecling/o//;^ //?.;/,;, the celebrated champion
of Proteftantifm. Nor is it difficult to fee the

reafons for this vehemence cigainil hitn. That
Jlufs dcclaiirxed, as man}' other eminent men
of that time did, agiiinft the vices of the Ro-
mifh Clergy, and endeavoured to Avithdraw
his country from blind lubmifllon to the [-\ipal

power, that he met with great 0])pofition from
the Romifli ecclcfiaftics, and that great dillur-

banccs were occafioncd bv ilieir violence, is

certain


