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glad are we that we have more fully been led to see tkat noth

lug but living men, men pf Go^j men full of th^ Hply Ghpst an^

ofTaith^ can bfe ministers in the church of Christ. Ourxiircum- -

itanses, we say, have forced this point upon our notice, and com-

peil% us more fujly and solemnly to pondeftthe question. How

may we obtain a supply of faithful pastors ? Perhaps to sorn^

it may seein unwise to take up this, point too hastily, or act upon' •

ittoo»trictiy. It may seem that our circumstances call. on us*

to widen the door, instead of contracting it,' whfen there is such

a' demand for laborers, liftd such an abindanf harvest whitening

over the breadth of the-land. But it must be obvious, that, if

wejTre to gain ground; or maintai^;our footing, inerely by reason

of thfe popularity, or talent, or ^foquence of our preachers, the

hold we shin have of. the^ieople will not only be of a worldly

and unspiritual kind, but of the most precarious nature. No,

eloquence arid learning will not avail us.^.They cannot lay the

foundation deep enough. TTb^y may attract more, win more,

bring about a larger araoufitit apparent adherence tP our cause,

But that is all. Our prosperity must h&ve something far deeper

and Ji^oader for its base. ' It must be la;4ju the conversion of

souls. Any foundation less deep than this jnost be too shallow,'

too superficial, too crqmbling, to withstand tl^^ coming flood, the

first waves of "which are already beginning to ripple round our

embdnkments. ^
" It is to this that- our circumstances are leading us. And we

trust that no earthly'' short-sighted, unscriptural desire of merely

swelling our numbers, will draw us away from this. It is God's

finger that is pointing us to this, and too intelligibly to be mis-"

taken. What have the revivals ofthe l§st five ye^rs been doing

for us ? Have they not been laying a deep foundation for'the

church ip the time of trouble? And have they not been teach-

ing us that our strength and security iPt&t lie ih the number of

iouls conv«flld to Christ, and not mfwly in the number of

tidheiettmimmt cause ? Is not that their meaning ? Vfa fear

^J

that ihgy%P^faen too little regarded in this light.^ We have

looked on and wondered. We. have been interested, and per-

hftpt have ifjoieed in th» tidiogt concemiog them. But thif
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