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In reading the hiftory of the Chriftlan Churchy

n its early ftages, we are ftruck with aftonilhment

^t the rapid and esctenfive progrefs of the Gofpcl*

It was oppofed by idolatry, then univerfally preva-

lent i by deep rootfcd prejudices, and by the cor-

ruptions of human nature in their moft aggravated

ftate. The hand of Civil powibr was raited againft

it i
and every engine of wit,yenius, learning and^

human authority was employed to overthrow it.

Yet notwithftanding, it rof^fuperior to all oppof^

tion i and the triumphs of/the Crofs were difFuf(j

more widely than thofe of the Roman Eagle.

D6tJBtLis5 this was the Lord's doing i hish^nd

was ftretched out in conferring miraculous po^^

to fupport his infant Church againft the cbmbl

efforts of darknefs and of this earth. But beftdcs

thofe powers. Providence did then, aS ufual,^atry

Oh its defigns by the ufe of means and feCondarf

criufes adapted to the purpofe; and there Was no

(econdary caufe or means that contributed more to

the fuccef«of the Gofpel, than the holy and ex-

emplary lives of its Minifters——of its BilhopS,

Priells and Deacons* « i^ " ^

The Chriftian Clergy then literally follow^ the

example of Jcfus Chrift, and the precepts deliver-
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