
by Mr. Gilkinson) by Missis. Ross anil Co, who erected a Carding 
and Fulling Mill, and afterwards a grist mill and other premises 
necessary for carrying on their business.

The population of the township now (1845) amounts lo 1868. 
composed as follows : /dales over 1(1 years, 807, under 10 years, 860, 
total, 728; females over 10 years, 291, under 10 years, 815, total, 
030; grand total, 1358, of which there are iu Fergus 148, and in 
Flora 84.

The majority of the houses in the township ate log buildings, but 
there arc thirty frame ones, and two of stone. In the village of Fei- 
gus there are thirty houses, and iu the village of Flora, eighteen.

There are two grist mills, both wrought by water, situated at Fer­
gus and Flora respectively, and manufacturing Hour, both for expor­
tation and homo consumption, as well as oatmeal and pot barley.

At the former place there is a distillery in operation, and a tan­
nery (nearly completed) and at the latter a Carding and Fulling mill. 
There arc also four saw mills in the township ; those at Fergus and 
Flora being on the Grand River, while there is orro on the S pen! in 
the cast mil of the township, and one on a tributary of the Irvine in 
the north-west end. There are live stores or merchants’ shops, three 
of them in Fergus, one in Flora, and one it, the centre of the town­
ship.

Of stock there are 162 horses of three years old and upwards, 424 
oxen of four years old, and 304 young cattle of from two to four years.

The crop town in the township in the spring of 1845, was about 
2808 acres of wheat, 177 of barley, 941 cf oats, 157 of peas, and 200 
acres of potatoes.

The ground in some places is Hat, in otheis undulating. The 
h.inkt of the Grand River are iu general rocky, and towards the juue 
tion of the Irvine below Flora rather picturesque. There are no 
swamps of any extent in the township, although there are patches 
here and there through it, and the toil raises excellent grain crops, as 
well as potatoes and other vegetables in abundance.

A church was erected in the year 1884 at Fergus, for the accom­
modation of those of the settlors who belonged to the Established 
Church of Scotland, and, a few years after, some who in Scotland had 
been Seceders from the Established Church, put up for themselves a 
meeling-houso in the north west end of the township; and, still litter, 
an Episcopal Church was erected at Flora, which, though situated in 
the village clearance, is in reality in the Township of Woolwich. Thu 
greater poitiou of the inhabitants are Presbyterians, but in the s mill- 
east end of the township there are a good many Roman Catholic Irish.

There arc several schools in the township, aud some of the touch­
ers have been long engaged in the task, whoso abilities in their depart-


