FOREWORD

HE preparation of this book has been a labor of

love. Although the author has been called to spend
most of his life in other and distant fields, he has never
wavered in his devotion to the place of his birth and the
friends of his youth. It has at times been his dearest
hope to repay in some measure, by some serviceable
deed, the debt of gratitude which he owes to his native
land.

Hence the undertaking of this book, the aim of which
is to rescue from oblivion the names, the deeds, the
heroism of the pioneers of Pictou, and to show how not-
able a contribution, in men and women, the county has
made to the intellectual life and growth of the country.

No fairer scenes than Pictou County presents can be
found in the land. Merely as a picce of Mother Earth
it is deserving of the most enthusiastic admiration and
ardent attachment. Its beautiful elm-studded valleys,
its clear, winding streams, its sunlit hills with their fertile
fields geutly sloping toward the sea, its bonnie, happy
homes, its thriving towns, its pecaceful villages, its in-
finitely varied forests and even its rugged glens present
charms which never pall.

But the county’s moral claim for its people'’s love and
loyalty is stronger than the physical. No spot in our
wide Dominion, of equal size and population, has contrib-
uted so much to all that is best in our national life. No-
where else have religion and education so effectually
joined hands for the uplift of the people and the promo-
tion of good. Nowhere have righteousness and truth
been more genuinely wedded, or produced finer fruit-
age.

In support of these statements the evidence in this
book is confidently submitted. The gathering of the
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