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Wilberforre. from hi* boyhood clays, was 
inurh opposed to slavery, and when h>* at­
tained inaiiliiiod lie labored late- and c-arly to 
bring about the abolition of the* slave trade. 
When he entered Parliament he look an active 
part in whatever came up about slavery. A 
resolution was moved, pledging the lie.use to 
deal with the slave tarde- next sessi ,n. and 
an act imposing some restrictions upon th*- 
traffic was also passed. He prepare d hill".s If 
to carry ot. the struggle, and on May 17. 
17X9. In moved a number of resolutions c »n- 
demning the slave trade and spoke for thre • 
hours and a half. He was supported by 
Iturke and Fox. and his motions carried with­
out a division. On the 1 Mh of April. 1791. 
he asked leave to introduce a hill for the 
abolishing of slavery, but after many houi 
of debate it was rejected, lie then prepared 
himself for outdoor work in holding meetii gs. 
in 1791 iie received a dying message ft ont 
John Wesley, encouraging him to persevere, 
lie held meetings and secured petitions which 
were presented to the House. He again pro­
posed a motion for the abolitic.n of the Slav 
trade and the debate lasted many hours. 1‘iti 
spoke with much eloquence and the motion 
for gradual abolition was carried b\ 23x to 
x3. On the 22id of April it was decided by 
a vote of 131 to 132 that tin- date of abolition 
should be on January 1st. I 796. The Govern­
ment of Fox and Grenville wr.s in favor oi 
abolition.

In June. 1 xofi. resolutions in favor of 
abolition were carried and the bill for the 
doing away with the slave trade was intro­
duced into the House of Lords in 1 so7. The 
second reading carried and the lull was sent 
to the House of Commons. On February 1 “th 
and 23rd ibe < hi.-r debate took place, when 
Komslly. as Solicitor-General, made an elo­
quent comparison b-tween Napoleon and the 
honored man who would that day upon h;« 
pillow remember that the slave trade was no 
more. Wilberforre was loo much affected to 
lie conscious of the cheers with which the 
House greeted him. The bill hnallv received 
the Royal assent on the J.'-th of March. 1 X“7.

In 1 x2Wilberforre was forced to retire 
from active wark. and lie resolved to leave 
London. He bought a home in High wood 
Hill and there lived. gr< ally enjoying himself 
and visited by many friends. Un May 1.7th. 
IX3ti. he made his last public appearance at 
a meeting of the Anti-Slavery Society, anu 
on July 29ili. 1x33. he passed to his reward. 
A statue was plaml in Westminster to his 
memory.

Wilberfone was born August 2 l b. 1739. 
and died July 29th. 1x33. aged 71 >• ars.

Lincoln was horn February 12th. 1 x«9. 
and died April 13th. 1863. aged 36 years.

Two good and true men called home. May 
there lie many such men in the years vet to 
route.


