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ATIASTIO COAIT OF CAJTASA.'

By K. M. KiNBLn. Ph. D., oto.

INTRODaCT'OtT.

A MMH'imMi of the boring work of the " (hip w.wm," T. navatii wa« reoiitly pra>
minted to thn MuMum of Uio (^tnadimi Oenlogio*! 8urv«y by ¥r. H. E. Miller.
aecomiMDied by notM ^bowinn the dates withia whicli tho d«atructi»fi work had been
awwmpliihod. Allhou«h a wnaiderabli? literature esiata on th« deatruetive work of
Teredo, rooorda of iu hahltH and work in (^nadian watcn arc tu/Bcifntly noHn^e to
juatify rpcording Mine of tho int« rcatin* facU which have been .!oim«unicat('d to the
writer ^y Mr. U. K. Uillor In the .rourie of hia work aa an ewiineRr in the Depart-
ment of^I'"''''" ^'^'^' '" '«»«*''« wharrea. jii'in«. and other iieaiihore .trueturoa in
Princo Edward laland. Mr. Miller him had unaaual opportunitira to become H'liuainted
with th« work of the Tereao. Tho daU rolatin* to the habiu of tho borinK moUiMB,
popularly known aa the ship worm, which are recorded in thJH paper hare born sup-
plied chiefly by Mr. Miller.

The diatribution of Tfrrnio navalia preacnta wiine novel features. It affords
an eaamplo of discontinuoun diatribution which pnrallola that of the common oyat.r
in (,anadmn water.. It in aaaociated with the K«ilf of St. Lawrence colony of theAcd.an fauna but ita distribution varies rather widely, as will be pointed out. from
that of Home of the other MpecicK .)f thiH northern Aeadinn colony.

IIABITII.

Ooiwiderable human interest attaches to the borinfr work of the mollusc Teredo
uaoalu. because it is equally capable of destroying wharves, or railway bridgn or
.«mk'»jg Ships when precautions to check its ravaffea are neglected. The depredations

Teredo arc not confined to sny particular parts of the world's coast lines. Its work
1!. well known on the Pacific coast, where the laopod. Limnoria lentbrant. is locdly
even more destructive.' In Europe •

i extraordinary increase in the numbers and
.ibundance of Teredo at various wit separated periods have several timea brougiht
it mto very prominent notice. Duri

. one of these periodic increases in its numbers
—about naO-82—Holland was imperilled by the threatened deatruction of ita sea
dykes.'

The rapidity with which timbers arc frequently destroyed by Teredo navalie is
shown by the accompanying photograph (fig. 1) of a portion of a beech timber which
was 18 inches square when placed in the water. The timber w«s perfectly sound when
placed in the tidal lone just west of the entrance to Oharlottetown harbour. Prince
Kdward Island. The completely honeycombed condition shown in the figure was
accomplished in a period of sixteen mon «. This is a much more rapid rate of

I Publlahcd with the permlHton of the Director of the aealoi'<»l Burvsy.
» Harrinston. N. R. and Ortffir, B. B. Notes on the ^trlbutlan and hsblta of aome PumI

Sound Invertebrates. Trans., N.V. Acad. 8cl., litl, pp. 5*»-9.
» « oi -ome i ufei

= ..'^"ir^'ir''*);""' F- ^r'^'J*"^." *""• '• depredation, (translated from Archives of
Holland. Vol. I). Popular Science Monthly, vol. XIII. 1878, pp. 400-410, S45-i5l.
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