
li (:oMMISSK).\ OF CONSKKVATIO.N

inletf* iiloiiK 1 lu' coast iilToid access liv Imat to many )Miitits (|iiito

inland. It is possililc to navi;;at(,' tiie I'laser up to New \\ eslniiiister

witli sca-;;oin<; vessels, ami aliove lliat tlieic are a few stern-wheel

stealiilioats. 'I lie Skecna is a lai{;e river with niany rapids, Imt has

been iiaviKated I'or l.">() miles to llazcltoii.

I'owi;ii '1 here IS pieiitx' of coal on X'ancouver island and on tlie

mainland also, l.ut, owing to the lii^li price of this fuel, uaiei-

power was early soiij^lit aftei-. Alioiit I!)l):'.. the \'ancouver I'owcr

Coinp.-iny developed a site on the shore of Unrrard inlet, 18 miles north

of \';incou\'er. t'oipiitlam lake is joined liy a two-and-a-iialf-mile tuiuiel

to Uiintzen lake, Iheiice throilfih wood-st;ive [lipe, to the plant. Hid

feet lielow. Allhoiifih the drainage area is only alioilt 2(10 scjiiaie

miles, \ct tlie excessive r.ainfall is suilicient to maintain 'J2,()()() II. I',

This is tr.insmitted to X'ancouver, New Westminster and the I>elta.

sui)plyin^' over 1(H). 0(11) people with li^ht, openitinj; electric roaiL-.,

etc. The transinissioii line cross(>s ISiirrard inlet li>' a siii,;:le sp.iii

()V(!r half a mile in length.

.\nolher station will soon he completecl ,-it St.ave lak<'. i>."i i:iiles

from \'ancou\cr, '1 he drainai^e area is only 'UiO scpiare mll<'s, hut the

rainfall of o\cr 100 iiichc- per \(';ir ensures 2."),()()() 11,1'., the head lieiiif;

00 feet. The f!;re;it r.ainfall and ' 'nh heads are. of cour.se, most remark-

alile conditions.

Central British Columbia -In this area the mounl.iins are separ-

ateil liy four parallel north-and-s(iUth \alleys. vi/... thi' I'r.a.ser, 400 miles

loni;. fairly straight and almost iiorlh :md south; the ( )k;i'Ki!;an vallev,

with Okanaj^aii lake neai'lv Si) miles loni;: Columl'ia rivt'r and its

lake-expansions, the Arrow lakes, extendinj; _'(I0 mill's north and

south; and the l\ootena\ \alley parallel to, .-ind a few miles west of,

the Unckics.

The Coast r;iiiij:c intercepts a lariic part of the moisture from the

l',ii'ilic ^11 tli.il the I'lascr and ()l^ana,!:an \alle\s .are s(-nii-arid, liui

the ('oluml'i.-i and l\oo|ciia> \allc\^ Il.iM' aii ample r.iiiifall ,".iid

.snowfall.

.\p|ilyim; our di\i-iou nf use- to the l''rascr ii\cr. we find thai it

furni.-he-,. -o f.ar. no domi'stii- u.iler supply. The Nanks .are usually

stee|i and rocky, or else hii;li ^ia\'el slopes, which .are wilhoul .-irahle

are.is m towii.s of impoi l.tiice. Owin^ t<< ihe salmon pack, il is .a (pies-

(ioii if the river c;m ever furnisli potaMi' water. Ihe (luctualion of

the surface is .")0 feet, and the ^'reat Moods carrv (lu.antilies of silt which

also militates at;ainst its use for household purpo.ses. The lowei' reach


