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sian Governnuiit has nllowod Iut socialists to

clamour for it. Her tu'usp.'.pt'rs .. .noiincc it.

Hit hi^ nun continually promise it tor the

near fnturc. llir Kaiser is ahvavs the tirst

to pro{)hesy it. .\ntl ea( h new effort that

Prussia has made, since thi- {la\s of Wrdun and

before, has been proclaimed as the A/,v/ effort.

.Always the fdes of docile soldiers have been driven

'>y Prussia to th( ir »leatlis with that hope in their

hearts—a /as/ blow, a /</v/ offensive, the stroke that

is to settle it all.

But how settle it? In what sense .^

By brin|L,nn<i France to her knees, or by destroy-

I'ntj British sea-power. By starving Britain, or })y

reaching Paris.

For more than two years now—indeed we may
.say. since the Marne— it is the same story : a last

o^reat stroke to brinij victory. Then a peace which

shall satisfy Clerman tjreed. Then the division oi

spoils. Then the rich coal-fields of France. Then
hui^e indemnities fr jm the Allies. Then "tjuaran-

tets" for the future. Finally a (jerman Belrriurr

with Germany at Antwerp, ory^anisintj her piracies

for that " ne.\t war" which (as German childreti

arc now beinsj told in their schools) will be de-

sip^ned to hold and to extend the conquests made
in this one.

That briefly is the peace the German Govern-

ment at least has wanted since the Marnc. Since

the immortal story of V'erdun. the\ have wanted it

indeed with an ever-growmo intensity of expecta-

tion. As the blockade tiirhtens, they want it, an
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