:exportei' an

s beyond doubt that adjustments by African countries

] :_11 factor and ﬁnanmal 1nputs has been
eof the causes of the ‘balance of payments problems

This s1tuat10n has resulted from the way develop-

ent efforts were started. Instead of relating the goods
be produced to the raw materlals avallable and their

c1a1 1nsurance and shipping services.
me deleterlous eﬂ'ects resulted from thls approach

e aveﬂabl raw materlals from the agncultural and
neral sectors were neglected; (iii) available cheap

ergy sources were not developed; and (iv) manpower

E d technology development was not related to avail-
able raw materials. The price being paid for this mis-
taken strategy is enormous.’ Consequently, African
countries are littered with heterogenous collections of
high-cost 1ndustrles often of quite trivial significance.

tis now recogmzed that linkages within the industrial -

ector are as important for its vitality as hnkages be-
ween the 1ndustr1al and other sectors

erspectlves for Year 2000
Not only are the forecasts for the immediate future
gloomy, but the perspectives of development and eco-
OmIC growth: in  Africa up to the end of this millen-
ium are heart-rending and continue to give cause for
nereasing uneasiness. Very bleak prospects are fore-
een for Africa i in global projections of the world econo-
y. Indeed, if these projections are to be believed, ifthe
rognostications come true, the 1950s and the 1970s
may by the end of the century appear in retrospect to
aVe'beenra golden age for Africa! Ridiculous as this
, "t'-1s not far from the realm of possibility if
he present mix of pubhc pohc1es perswt ‘According to

to the energy. and balance of payments problems will

" be difficult.

The OECD’s Faczng the Future study believes Sub-'
Saharan Africa, together with South Asia; .are’ the

~ areas of the Third World that present and will continue ‘v o

to present over the next two decades, the most acute -
problems of poverty. It goes further: “The probable ac-

celeration in population growth, the weakness of its ~~ .-
economic and political structures and the absence of ~
_any counterweight to foreign influence are the maln R

-obstacles to long-term development.” -
Projections by the ECA indicate that unless the or-

ientation of the African economy changes, there is a =
danger that poverty and the attendant problems of po- - -
litical and social instability will become cons1derab1y o
~ worse in Africa in the next two decades. f
Given these portentous prognostications, what can- - -

Africans and their governments do to avert the im-

pending doom? Is Africa perpetually doomed to be the
world’s economic underdog with a backward and
greatly underdeveloped economy operating on the pe-
riphery of the international economy? Africa has the -
capacity and the capability to change the tide of her
economic fortune in her favour and to emerge from her
present economic doldrums and lay the foundation of -
an internally-generated, self-sustaining and self-

. reliantprocess of development.

Today, there are 50 politically independent Afri-
can States. While it is true that for some countriés, in- -
dependence has been won on a platter of gold and that

- a number of the new states were set up within a neo-- . -

colonial framework by the departing colonial power, it

- is also true that the ‘whole independence movemént

constitutes one of the revolutions of our time.

The lesson of history is clear. Given the leadership
of a few countries (in this case Ghana, Guinea, Nigeria
and Kenya), the other countries were determined not
to be left out. This is what in Schumpeterian terms one ~
can call entrepreneurial innovations being followed by.
imitative swarm-like reactions — all leading to a
higher level of development through a process of cre-

.ative destruction. What has been lacking in socio-

economic development is two or three African coun-
tries that have managed to achieve a breakthrough or

- areon the verge of achieving one.

The second lesson from our political experience is
the involvement of the masses in the struggle. For
many countries (such as in Zimbabwe) where a fight
including armed struggle was needed to wrench inde-

pendence from the colonialists, there was mass mobili-

zation by the nationalist parties. The anticolonial
struggle though long and bloody was waged with such
unity of purpose and determination that the achieve-
ment of independence became a question of time as the_
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velopmg countnes themselves It .




