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$sar. là the sbrew:cn uoe tries to StsmnW thre hr, ourinas up
1 i«hc4 dveé twists on àsaion whihis absuMsIn the Ri*st place.

1 lhaes wmI1 eatled the paraliels berween the comcs and itudhnts'

Prst of .11, conic bok stler-beros operate on an aterriate universe
i relai#on to the test of the woMl. Its laws are ad*ltry, changlng wihh

~every plot twii eeds to wtake stoles that much more-exciting, ince
DMI, either as an Eauth-1 citizen or a U of A student, Is essentially borlng.

S hie major players in botb the comic worid and students' couni are

defenders of the Iaw - the arbltrary liws -runnlnq around displaylng
riper-human abilky to either withstand or shovel out bullshit

Finer distinctions can b. macle between ail the characters. There are
godguys and bad guys; roaonists and antagonilsts; star players and
bcroorn boys - bt tey are essentially abl vigilantes, taklng thé 1mw,

h owever they define "law' ,tnto their own hands. That'swhy the tra
Clin around avenging his parents' murder. That's why the X-rnen go
around protecting the unprotected. That~s why Wonder Wornan sdii
believes that goodness and i lght wIll once again (sbe's a revislonist)
floush in the wodd.

But as every literature prof wili tell you, the metaphor bas ta end
sornewere 1can'tdeduce why menibers of studeWtscouncil wanted to
fire QM Gateswy editor before bis terni began. 1 don't know why
members of studIents'ouncfl bave repeatedIy treatened to "shut
dmn» the Gatesiey. I was never explaineti to nme why;a mesnber of
sudents couni sent mie a mem threatenlng me with a lawsult. AMd
why do certain members of students' council insist on interfering wlth
the Gatiey>s internal electionprocess?

Yes,-k's too b.d the samlalties between cornlc books andi students'-
council are not absolute. After aitl n becomicswitb mu many aftemnate,
universes, noneof the characters are wider the diùsion they are living in
am absolle reality. Thus, coemc book duracters dont take %i tooc
seriotumy. Although they often poVMss the future of the world in their
hands, they know they can flnd life on another astral plane or time or
tirIM They know once theyare notpopuar, theïr book is 9"blto
be c~dR. They know if they die, somee evlsonlst wrter down the
roaâfrgloing to remuirreet thern by hook or by croo& or by jewel

Its notas if it'sailtbatdifferent in the world of studentpolitics. Once a
coniilor's terni isup, there is the option of going back ta civilian life.

Or, if they are popular, counciltorscan find life on a bigher plane as an
SU execuive. If they 4me unpopular, they would be defeatuti, butIthat
does not ruie out the p ofillt à iaPboenix-Iike reslrrectibhi is Don
Mgiar a suitable example?)

1 suppose the great difference is that many student counicil members
do not realize that junior politics are not the "be ail and end ait""of ife.
These vigilantes do not seem to reaize they are playing with real lîfe, not
2-D day-glo cut-outs. And whereas comic book characters bave their
comic book loyers, bosses, friends and family to impress, SU characters
bave no one ta impress. No one ather than their little SU character
cohorts ta make an impressions on, postive or negative.

AMd just as mmt people do flot care wbo Nightwing is currently
sleeping witb, most students are not interested in student polîtics.
Wbetber apatby is bad or justifled, the antics of the current batcb af-
studentpolitico have been apt ta do notbing but makestudents wonder
about tbat$9.43 they sheil out ta pay for students' council every year. For
the ane price, yau can subscrlbe ta a year of Téeer Titans in deluxe
format wb more relevant social andi philosphical c»nmenttham cauni
bas been a*leta muster ail year.

The Gaeway would like to bave a velationsbip wth the SU simlar ta
the Sre the Daily Planet bas wth Superman: a co-opes-ative dialogue
The tast thing we need is for Lex LÙthor to corne clown on us because we
prnted a picture of bis 'ba'" i.

SEune C. Chm

Poltlcandtbe press- sbould the~y mix? They must for the Gateway to
select next year's staff.

ln the next two weeks, in co-operation witb the Students' Union, the
Gateway wtt select an editor-in-chief. The persan selected wvill be
responsible to sees the Gaeway gets ta you, the students.

Ater the editor-in-chief s selected, die staff of the Gateýy wiII then
elect the remairiing editors wbo will be responsible ta fi the pages of
next year's ateway.

1btWs a lot ai politics for a paper that is apalitical. But this campaign
stufi makes sense because the Gateway is a demoaratic body mn by its
members Ait major decisions are madle by the staff in apen meetings.
Wah volunteer bas a say and a vote equal ta that af any editor.

Wba are Gateay rmembers? Any sttident, faculty member, support
staff or alumni oIf the University af Aiberta wha makes three contribu-
tions tothe Gaeway is a member. The conitributions may be written (flot
including letters>, grapbic, photographic, or ini the form of assistance in
layou, administration, office maintenance or what bave yau.

Tbis kind cf deracyensures thaf the Gatemvy can remain an open
student newspaper andfufll its mandate ta accurately caver ail aspects
of student rdfe. Ibis open policy, which allows input from any student,
means the Gateway cari caîl itsell the officiai student newspaper oi the
Universty of Alberta.

The Gateway weloeÀi any and ail input that you, the studerat, nmay
bave. Comlments may be madle in the lorm af letters wbich are edited
solety on. the basis of 16eand available space less than 250 words
please). AJI studentearé velcome ta attend meetings orparticipat in ail
apects of the newspaper.

Persons interested in running for a position on the Gateway may do sa
by suf:mntng resumes and letters ofi ntent to the edtor-in-cbief by
nfo a r. 14, 1IS&

We neoti participation frons the students we serve so the Gateway can
femairi a vital new~spaper.
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Yay, gayl
1 want ta comnmend Gateway for the "Pînk Tdangie
Supplement" in ifs Ieb. 14, 1985 issue, k co*ered
many aspects of the reaiity of gay/lésbian segment of
society,and ail articles were written in a bulanced and
for the most part, accurate way.7

i wvould like ta comment on some inacuracies in
the "Gays and the Church" artie, in particular, ta set
the record straigbt (noa pun intendedl) First o ai al, our
pastor Charles Bidwell 15 not yet ordained, 50 if is
inaccurate ta celer ta him as "Reverend". Secondly,
we (MCC-Edmonton) do not serve "lesbians apd gays
exclusvely",as the enclosed brochure will document.
The writer is predominantly straight and we have had
other stcaigbt people attending aur church on a
regular or occasional basis. As a matter offact, aur
cburch in Nigeria is made up largely ai stcaight
people.

Another small mater is that aur local bodhes are
called "churches" or "congregations", not "cbap-
fers"; we arenfot a society or gay caucus within a
Christian denomination (as, lar instance, Dlgnlty
within the Roman Catholic Cburch), but are a
denomination.

The correct title ai Dr. John Boswell's book is:
"Cbristianity, Social Tolerance and Homasexuality"
and it covers the period fram the beglnning ai the
Christian era ta the 14th century.

1 doubt that Charles BdllI would bave said,
which be was quoted as coing, "Haniosexuality was
not Sodom's only sin," because he does-not believe
the orientation ai homosexuality is a sin. l'm sure this
quote must bave been a misunderstanding on the
part af Gilbert Bouchard. Charles may bave said:

a diferencel Me was also quoted as saying that Jesus
would bave said: "Do you have power over that
persan?" Onie mmall word, left out ai this quote, il
aclded, woulcl bring this statement doser ta what 'm
sure Charles said, namely "or" - " ... Do you value
that persan? Or do you exercise power aver that
persan?"' The last statement is meant as a contrast to
the first four, whereas the way ik was printecl. if is

grouped si th e other four.
To quote Pbilîp King as saying the "Gays shoulti

hae a place wtbin mainlinechurches" (wth whlch 1
beard1ly agree) and flien to qucte hlm as saying:
"Chsltlnlty sbouldn't onty 6e a reliion for the
tespectable" is contradictory, for h mrakes It seemn as
theugb Philip was inferng that gays/lesblans aren't
respectabl;.'m ure that wasn t Phllip~s Intention.
Wbat b.- probably sWl was sometbing like this:
<'dWlslanuêy shouldut be viewed as a religion of
'respecfability' (as society views respectabilifty) -
Cbrlstianity is for everyone."

One last comment: there seems ta be a type-
setting error a littie further on in the article, again
quotîng Mr. knighit. "'Churches should deal witb gays,
anti iesbians. (4i gap) Many af us thlnk fbat..the
question of whether Greeks shauld have been
allowed inta the early church." Affer "rnany ai us
think that" the words "kt is similar ta" should b.
inserted for the sentence ta mnake sense.

Sean Dean

Deacon, MCC-Edmonton

No, lust fin O.VIU.M.
Re: Letter from O.V.U.M.

Wbere the bell do you get off saying ail these thlngs
about the "lack of progressive womnen? Here WL
are, two gorgeaus (no "reasonably" about if) chicks
lyirag bere, sippîng Canada Coolers, playing "Old
Muid," and reading "The Gateway-NOT waiting for
the tekephone ta ring. Do you know why? Because
WL are teday's progressive womnenl Il Everybody,
knows wy don't "do" waiting. Now you're probably
wonderirag wby we don't phone you. Wbat do you
look like, wbo are you, and wbat the bell are your
phone numbers? As well, we're flot al Aiymphomani-
acs (surprise!!) Iusting for your body, your car, and
youc money. About youc phoning crises and your
fear of rejection, thece's a good psychology depart-
ment at the U af A, and after you've been there, you
can go pick up a student direcfary, then perhaps one
oflus. Or how about the two of us getting together
with the five of yau??Il Get with kt, we're out af
Coolers and aur "OId Maid" cards are getting sticky.
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