
CANADIAN COURIER.

ITHR'OUGH A MONOCLE
CÂN WE AFFORD TO BE " INSULAR ?"IALWAYS besitate ta caîl the attention of my

fellow-Canadians ta anytbing whicb gees on
outside of their own country and wlicëh is net
translatable into "more immigrants" or a fiat-

tering 'assurance cf their superiarity te the -rest of
the world;, for I toc often find that tbey are net
interested. Can it be that we are "insular ?" The
termi "insular" was adapted by the people cf the
Continent of Europe ta describe the lack of know-
ledge and interest shown by the inhabitants cf
Great Britain in ber palmniest days in Continental
affairs; but it will generally be admitted that tbe
average Englishman is a keen and industriaus stu-
dent of bath Continental and World politics when
contrasted with'the average Canadian. H1e bas te
be. The poor aid Mather Cauntry would have been
submerged long ago if bier ývoters had: gone
4"bÈinkered" _with 'the sweet cantentment se camman
with my >countrymen. .And yet the British. Foreigni
Office -bas trouble enough, in all conscience, witb
those sections -of the- electorate whicb it must please
who are alw 'ays engaged in some sentimental cru-
sade or other with little reference ta tbe needs cf
British policy er the, imits, of Britisb power.

HOWE VER, I bave decided te venture asking
« the "ferwards"-who rend TrieCouRieR te

consider sa important adevelopment in world-pali-
tics as an 'entire 'change in the aligument of the
nations, and, consequently, in the balance of power.
This-in a werd-is feund in tbe -passage of Italy
frxom.thç Triple Alliance ta the Triple--or is Quad-
ruple 'now ?-Entente.' 'The *adbesien cof Italy to
the twa. Germaniic'Empires.,bas been more or les
dubiaus-,for some time,, it is true. It always *as an
unnatural alliance; but, when' France was hostile,
it was the sole passible ,guarantee of Italian safety.
But 'for years ýnow, France bas been friendly; and
the rap>prochement betweeri France and Britain bas
moide it easier for the -Southern Kingdom te mave
nearer ta bier blood br*other and away f ram the
Austrian Empire wbose occupation of Venetia le
still remembered and whose occupation cf Italian
settlements about the bead cf the Adriatic is stili
a reality and an exasperation.

B UTnotingdecisive occurred until the iniial

soldier cf the "Royal Government" wvho landed on
the Tripohitan beach, set bis foot on th Triple Alli-
ance. ,It died, in an hour. If Italy were in doubt
wbere ber interest lay befere she went ta Tripoli,
she cannot feel the smallest hesitation now with
the' fiewer of 'ber army .locked up in this North
African adventure, and abselutely depende nt upon
constant support'and reinfercement fromn the se7a.
For Italy ta quar'rel te-day witb Britain and France,
the two powers wbose ravies control the Medi-
terranean, would be te sacrifice ber army in Africa
and ber A frican' ambitions. A battlesbip fleet which
should steam quietly iri between Tarante 'and Tri-
poli, cutting aIl connection between Italy. and bier
soldiers, would infiict a staggering blow upen the
Itahiari Government, finally balk ber Colonial as-
pirations, and give Tripoli back to Turkey.

G ER!AN Y and Austria could save her rio more
than they could keep the Germnan cruisers at

Agadir. On the other band, they dare net attack
her wben defended by ber ewn army and backed
by the three powers cf the Triple Entente. Sa,
automatically, bythe supreme law cf plain self-in-
tereet, Italy is lifted eut of the Triple Alliance and
trarisferred ta tihe Triple Entente. Nothing so im-
portant bas bappened in world-politics smnce the
cruehig cf military Russia betwtcni the upper anrd
nether millstanes of Japanese attack and domestic
revolutiaiz. Slowly Russia le recevering herself, re-
dressing once more thre balance cf power wbich
fip nngnii affair troved to be se hopelessly upset;

and Britain bas no choice but ta accept the Southern
portion of that feebly governed but comparatively
valuable land which is withîn bier "spbere of in-
fluence." France has just added Morocco ta hier
splendid North African domain; and Italy-as we
have seen-is casting bier shoe over the last of the
North African lands ta be left ta the Arab. It is
quite possible that in Berlin they do not regard ahl
these incidents as convincing proofs of a spirit of
peace. But, however that may be, it is a shif t in
the balance of power which it is important that
we should see. The reason why it is important for
us ta understand these things is because it is in this
field that the British Foreign Office does its work;
and we in Canada are coming ta have a decided
effect upon the course of the British Foreign Office.
No formai machinery yet exists by which we can
impress aur opinions upon the British Foreign Min-
ister; but, nevertheless, tbey listen ini London for
such echoes of aur judgment as get across the
Atlantic.

No British Government would-if it could help
it-take a path in foreign politics contrary ta strong
Colonial opinion. They want Canada, Australia
and South Africa ta be with themn when they move.
But it is impossible for us ta deliver an intelligent
opinion on the duty of Britain in any regard if
we do not take the trouble ta understand in some

fashion the problems which confront bier and the
difficulties she must meet. We are a young people
and a tender-hearted people, and we are especially
susceptible to the sentimental appeal which Sa often
sets the non-Conformist conscience"~ astray in
Britain. Let me give one example which will make
clearer what I mean than much argument. The
Congo atrocities were fearful things. "Red Rub-
ber" was a sickening revelation. Naturalîy and
properly the good people of England were stirred.
We would have been aroused here if we had tx-
perienced the Morel campaign. But when the
leaders oi this crusade badgered and bombarded the
Foreign Office ta send a cruiser to the Congo and
put a stop ta it, they did flot sufficiently weigh the
fact that this would bring Britain into conflict with
Belgium, whose late King owned the Congo; and
that that might be fatal ta the British Empire. As
a matter of fact, the very tbreat of British inter-
ference probably caused that secret treaty with
Germany signied by King Leopold in which German
forces were given f ree access ta Belgian roads if
they should desire ta turn the fiank of the French
defences. Now if Germany, at the height of hier
power, had taken advantage of this treaty and con-
quered France, and then turned the French fleet*
against us-but you see the argument. We must
recognize that there are some things whicb Britain
cannot do. And we can only be sure that we will
be found in the hour of trial with the cool states-
men, and not witb the warm-hearted but reckless
crusaders, if we keep carefully informed as ta the
position on the international chess-board wbere
Britain plays always for ber if e.

THE MONOCLE MAN.

ANDREW BONAR LAW--CREA TR0FPLCE
"y DONALD B. SINCLAIR

ANDREW BONAR LAW, M.P., bas beenchosen leader of the Opposition in theABritisb House of Commons. Some years
ago, a thick set, effervescing lump of a boy

called Law, witb a sbock of busby hair, played baîl
and studied latin at the

à Grammar School in
Richibucto, New
Brunswick. Sometimes,
after scbool heurs, bie
sat on the docks and
watcbed the clumsy
square-riggers load up
with lumber and put
out te sea. It may be
he thougbt cf being a
lumber king or sailor
somte day. But Bonar
Law, the Richibucto
,school boy, bas become
an bistoric persenage--
the first Canadian, or
colonial, te attain ta

tbe leadership of a great political party in the
United Kingdom; perbaps an amen of the days
when a boy from Halifax, Capetown, Calcutta or
Melbourne, may sit in the seat of Pitt and Glad-
stone in the bistoric room at Westminster.

Tbe accident cfÊ bis being a Canadian is net,
alone, the dlaimi Mr. Law bas upari public interest
just now. That did net gain him tbe L adersbip.
Bonar .Law is cbieftain cf the Conservative party
to-day, hecause be is the mest outstanding and brul-
liant expontent of a movement, which shows symp-
toms cf becoming a dominant issue in British poli-
tics. H1e le the king-pin cf the tariff reformers.
Mr. Balfour found that the mavement cf tariff
refcrm was getti-ng tee strang for him; he decided
te band the control over ta a younger, more aggres-
sive and virile mari. Balfour, dreamer, dilettante
anid dialectic, tried ro ride bath the horses of the
tariff reformera and those opposed te their doctrine.
Bonar Law's convictions are ail ini the direction cf
protection; he is tbe uncempremising, urihesitating
supporter cf tariffs.

Tbe new leader is a son cf the Manse. 111e father
was Rev. James Law, a Preshyterian minister in
«lp.xton. Kent Countv. New Brunswicik. Law, the

relatives called Kidston, wbo conspired with bis
aunt ta start him in tbe iran business in Glasgow.
H1e prospered at it, becomîng at length Chairman of
the Scottish Iran Association. Incidentally, hie
gained knowledge of more matters than iran. He
learned ta think after the Scotch mode. In the city
of Adam Smith, father of pohitical economy, Bonar
Law began ta be enthusiastic about tbeoretic ques-
tions of trade and commerce. In the year 1900, a
parliamentary deputation got after him ta contest
Blackfriars, Glasgow. Law captured the seat. His
aptitude for politics was such, that, two years later,
bie was appointed Parliamentary Secretary ta the
Board of Tfrade. The Canservative party ran on
the rocks in 1906, and Law went down in a land-
slide, hurled by a labour vote. Since then, he bas
sat for Dulwich Division of Camberwell and Boatle
Division of Liverpool.

Fram a New Brunswick kirk manse, t4o leader
of the Opposition in tbe British' Iouse of Comn-
mons, with a fighting chance of being Imperial
Premier some day, is a rise without record. In
eleven years' parliamentary experience, this Cana-
dian bas proved bis qualities for leadership amorig
the best brains and blood in the capital of tbe world.
Old joseph Chamberlain picked him, out as an im-
pressive figure years ago. Bonar Law's personal
appearance subtly suggests intense earnestness more
tban anytbing else, ini the heavy brow, the bull dog
grip of the moutb and the fixed eye glance. is
speeches bave the ring of respansible utterances.
There is little play of fancy in themn; f ew generali-
ties. They all concerri "dry" topics, sucli as corni
taxes, coal duties-taýriff reformn. They bristle with
statistics. Mr. Law bas something ta say and hie
cari compel a bearing on solid subjects witbout
appeal ta passion. As a writer says of hlm: "ieî
audience would rather histeri than cheer." Hie
capacity for getting down ta the roots of tariff
schedules made him a sort cf bibliography of new
arguments ta bis former leaders, Mr. Balfour and
Mr. Chamberlain. This is wbat caused Earl Perey
ta once remark cf Bonar Law: "There is no crie
who bas rendered more yeoman service ta bis
party." It is significarit that the choice cf tbe
Unionists is a preponderantly unanimaus crne.
1.Pbe party bas been somewhat under the handicap
cf not being able ta agree on certain policies or
their protagoniste. It will be Mr. Law's task ta
organize his following into a united, concentrated,
definite force. Hie knows hie party; that le why
bie bas been selected as its coristructcr.

Whatever Andrew Boriar Law, creator cf poli-
cies, contributes ta the thought cf the Empire, will
be watcbed with keen interest in every part of it;
and the net least ini tbat part, "wbicb lies beyoud
the seas."


