
How the United States Lost an Opportunity.

Wby the Southern Hall of the Turtle mountain îs not a National Forest. 4

Some tiîne ago before the matter
Wýas nnderstood as it is today there
was an agitation for the throwing
Open of the Turtie Mountain Forest
iResýerve in Manitoba for settiement.
lUt Was pointed ont by a number of
atithorities that the land was unsuit-
ed to agriculture and that to throw
OP("' the reserve would resuit in the
ýtr'iPPing off of the timber and the
se4ters would soon find they could
ttot 'niake a living. There would then
follow, as in similar cases in Ontario
andlQuebccthe abandonment of these
faris. The settiers would have -to
begin over again in some other part,
'111d the Government would have to
do1, as Ontario and Quebec are noW
doilg9plant up these light, hilly
lands with seedlings at the expense
of Inany thonsands of dollars in or-
der' to get them back into timber. It
Was also pointcd out that if well
handcled the Turtle Mountain Re-
Serve wvould be in shape in a compar-
fttively few years to supply sufficientý
timber year by year to keep ten saw-
his of the average Ontario size run-
nhhTg in perpetuity, besides supplyiiig
1e surroundiing district wîth fence
POStsï and cordwood.

Thle Turtie Mountain lie-, partly in
ý ailada and partly in the United
ýtates, and one thing that has
ýlhzzled a good many people is this:
elV-Y did not the 'United States re-
;".-ve their portion for a National
llorest? The Editors of The Can-
'ýi( Forestry Jour'nal therefore
"Prote to Mr. H1. S. Graves, United
'tates Forester, Washington, D. C.
,8kiig him, if the Forest Servc ha
"Ver had the district exaniined and
f 0, w'hy wa 1s it not 1constituted a

ýatiOna1l Forest. The reply of Mr.
)h'aves> is virtually tothis effeet; that
ýile1n the district was examned in
902 it was found that while it was
r>ell Sulited to f orin a National Forest

only one twenty-fourth of the area
remamned Government land. It is
therefore f air to assume that had .the
United States Forest Service been on1
the ground, a littie carlier ail the
Turtie Mountain both north and
southof the International Boundary
would -have been a permanent forest.
iMr. Graves letter is as follows:

Your letter of January 7 îs received.
1 arn glad to iniforrn you that a report

is on record je tbis office covering that

portion of the Turtie Mountains lying
within the State of North Diakota. *This
report was prepared in 1902 by Mr. J. H.
Ilatton of the Forest Service. Frorn the
report it appears that that portion of the
niountains within the United States is

sirnilar topographically and je cover, to
the portion Jying je Canada, with which
you are farniliar. It will probably, there-

fore, be unnecessary to -dwell in detail
about the topography as given jn the
report.

'fhe report îndieates that a miore or less

diense growth of timber ani underbrush-
once eovered ail of that portion of theý

Turtle Mountainis lying north of Township
161 North and betwOen Ranges 70 to 75
West, excepting the foothilis on the south

of the mountains and the southeril por-

tion of the Indian Reservation.

As a result of fires and cutting, the

extent of the heav-y green timber was, at

the tirne of the report, confined to about

one township, and thiis was being rapidly
rernoved. The report states that it would

be but a matter of five or six years until'

ail the heavy tiniber would be destroyed
or consurned. Reproduction is good on the

fire-killeâ areas. The types conisist of oak,

pojple, asl, bircli, elrni, wViilow, box edder,

axid ieany varieties of undLýergrowth.

The need of a forest ,over to protect
the nfiountains from erosioni is also set

forth in the report. The tbgeiice of erosion

ait the time of the report is ascribed to
the density of the cover and[ it is evident

that thée generftlly hilly character of the

region will render erosioni lable should it

be removed, No large streanis flow froi

the moüuntainis, hlowev'er.

The principal industry of the region was

Wood culttiflg, as this supplied immiiediate
revenue and resnlted in clearinga for grow-

inig vegetables and emnali erups. After thie

elearings hall been made wood cutting be-

caile a secondary induistry.


