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the 18th Septembèr Mr. Dickin on started to explore the country between the Assiniboine and
the49th purallel, i accordance with ikstructions, of vhich a copy is herewith transmitted. I beg to
refer yov te Mr. Dickinson'a report fb an-account of the results of his exploration. The examination
of.the country east of iled River was ndertaken with a view te place you in possession of a summer-
reconnaissance of that important dis 'et, Mr. Dawson's explanation having been made during the

inter months wihen the swamps and b gs were frozen.
The map which accômpanies this re ort is based upon Thompson's map, wiith suli ailterations as the

time at our disposai enabtps us te mak It is, only utended to illustrate, for the present, the general
f katures of-the country, as well as to s oV our several tracks and the area traversed. 'lie dotted red
fMe indieates the general direction of fe tracks followed, but the traverses made froin time to time are
iqt presented, these with the soundi gs (upwards of 850 by the lead) are necessarily reserved for the

pn altl report, and its accomepanying maps and charts.
Hine occu p ied the pentodi cf isstay on Red River in cxeeuting a large number of photographs

i~o1kenery, churches, buildings, Indians, &c. which wUil form an interesting and valuable collection.
I arn glad teeable te state t-hat during t-bis lat exploration, as in tlie summer expedition to tlie

south branch cf the Saskatchewani no accident. or untoward event of any description ha occurred to
interfere withb our progress or lessen its results.

In inspecting t-he acnpanying map I beg te refer you te the one which accompanies the report
dated September 10th, from whicb the connection between the two explorations will be apparent.

- Ihave, &c.
(Signed) HENRY Y. iIND,

Tie Hon. the Provincial Secretary, In charge of the Assiniboiño.and Saskatchewan
&e. &c. &c. Exploring Expedition.

Dear Sir, Red River Settlement, Sept. 16, 1858.
One of the alleged drawbacks to the settlement of the valley of Red River and tbe Assiniboine

is the scarcity of timber fit for building purposes. You will rementber that' during our journey up the
Assiniboine in June lat we-frequently saw an extensive forest stretching fer tnany iles in -a southerly
direction on the right or south bank of the river. It is very desirable that the nprpeand extent of the
forest should be determined, and the charaçter of the timber conposing it ascertainfd. As soou, tere-
fore, as you can coinplete your preparations I would wish .you to determine the limits or linundaries of
the forest referred to, and by making frequent traverses or intersections aseertain the general character
of its timber.

As far as it is consistent Ntîh themlafety o your part yqui will also examine the country betweei the
Assiniboine River and the 49If-arallél w of Red 'River;. and, if tine permits, the country east of
Red River, and between German Creek the 49th parallel.

1 gnm, &c' .
James A. Dickinson, Esc1., (Signed) I. V. HIND,

Dear Sir, led River Settlement, November-2, 1858.
In accordance with your letter of instruction, dated Septembà 16; I proceeded with my party

on the 18th to examine those various portions of the country therein specified.
As the country east of Red River, extending te the Lake of the Woods is quite unknown, except for

a few miles back from the river, te any but to those Indians who have there their hunting grounds.
I was auxious to procure one. of them as a guide. l.aving succeeded in doing so, after some little
delay, I was obliged to examine .this part. qt the country first, as the Indian guide ias about te leave
the seulement in a few days, for bis winter-quarters, and if I had net secured bis services immedi-
ately, would have failed in doing sifte'rwards.

Cdisidering that one of the- objects of this exploration shotld be that of seeing. where a summer
road could b most easily made from Red River to the Lake of the Wçods; 'that being nou a subject
of great anterest among the settlers, who were aboyt sending a party out for that special Iurpose.
I thought it advisable firat to go along the straight picket line made by Mr, Dawson last u uinter-in
which direction I understood lie reports that a -oad can be mad for some miles-in order tnt I niight
b be able te institute a compison between this and any other portion of the adjacent country thl-ough
which the Iidian-might guide me.

The first day I was.able only tu o about fourteen miles, two-thirds of this distance at least being
through marsh and wet prairie. My «eneral course was along the picket line, from whch I Svas obliged

. te diverge frequently, sometimes a mule or more, but, always keepmng it in vieW, in order to avoid w en
possible, the wide and many .marsbes°through which it passes. The next day, I continued in the
saine direction, and haviu reacbed a point opposite the twenty-second mile post on Jhe picket line,
£ could go na further, beitig stopped by ua swamp or quagmire. impassable for hoess or cven men,
extendieg in front for many miles, and on both sides as far as the eye could reach. TIhough taking
advantage of all the dry places iithin reach, ten miles of the course I took lay through marsb and wet
land, and five miles at least through swamp. Tlere re a few smnall clumps of young aspens ilong the

. line, and -low willows in some of the marshèsyf*g4ufr away towards the north nay le seen someclumps of larger trcf es.
Tie land is for the most part a riels loame with a sub.sail of sandy clay, but the difilculty, or rather

the impossibility of draimieg thenumerous swamps and marshei, and the want of timber, render this
tract-of eçuntry unfit for settlement; and for the sane reasons, the dificulty of constructing a suitable
road through it would be very eonsiderable and the expenses enormous,

Judgingthen thatI.had seen enougli of this part of the cnotry for my porposes, I retmaced my Ëteps
te te settlement, froi which'l set out ogain, under thé guidance cf the Indian, who prorised to con..
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