( 8)

I am less fully prepared than I could desire, because, when I left Canada, in
the beginning of last month, the intelligence had not reached that country of
the change in the Ministry at home, and the views of the late Ministry upon
the subject in question are known to have been declared in a manmer which
superseded the necessity of any endeavours to avert the now threatened confis-
cation of Church property.

In the situation to which, in the providence of God, I have been called, the
guardianship of the temporal interests of the Church within the limits of my
jurisdiction must be considered as comprehended in the duties imposed upon
me; and having been brought home by other objects of importance to the
Church, I am in a manner put forward by circumstances as the representative
in this country of Church interests in Canada at this crisis—a crisis so preg-
nant with alarming consequences that I shall be pardoned, I trust, if I speak
freely what I feel.

1 have, however, in the successive attacks which have been made upon the
Church property in Canada, been again and again engaged in the endeavour to
repel those attacks 3 and I may venture, perhaps; to refer your Grace to the
more recent of certain representations and remonstrances submitted by myself
to Her Majesty’s Government, which are among the documents containéd in
your office. I refer in part to = letter which I addressed to your Grace’s pre-
decessor, Sir J. Pakington, on the 22d of October 1852,% in which the subject of
the Clergy Reserves is incidentally touched upon, but more particularly to the
copies which accompanied my letter, of two documents relating to that subject,
—the first being the petition of the bishop, clergy, and laity of the diocese of
Quebec, transmitted for presentation to the Imperial Parliament about the end
of 1850,—and the other, a memorial which I addressed to his Excellency Lord
Elgin, shortly before I had occasion to address myself to Sir John. "Those
two documents will be found, in my apprehension, to exhibit in a sufficiently
condensed compass the main points and the real merits of the case.

It is not at any great length, therefore, that I purpose now to obtrude m
observations upon your Grace; but, under your permission, I shall proceed
to give forth, without disguise, the depth of my own convictions upon certain
features of this solemn subject, in which the interests of our holy religion are,
for all perpetuity, involved.

First, then, I find it impossible to regard the secularization of the clergy
reserves as otherwise than stamped with a sacrilegious character. I do not see
how it can be denied to be the alienation of a property given to God. And it
is well worthy of remembrance that in republican America the endowments
of the Church of England have been held sucred ; they were preserved to her,
in one noted instance, through the very convulsions of that revolution which
separated the colonies from the mother country (and the circumstance was
the more marked because the Church was exposed to particular odium on
account of the characteristic loyalty of her members) ; they were restored to
her in another instance, by the decision of the courts of the United States,
after 2 long space of years, in which they had been taken possession of and
held as townlands, in the absence, at the time, of any episcopalian claimants
of the property. (I speuk here of the Church of England as continued in the
American Church.) These facts are not unobserved in Canada; nor is it
possible to suppose that they are without their influence upon the affection
of some of the colonists towards the British Government, when the confiscation
of their Church property is threatened under actual British rule.

2. It appears to me at least deserving of inquiry, and it is an inquiry of the
most scrious character possible which thus presents itself, whether the Royal
sanction could be given to the projected measure of confiscation, without vio-
lating the coronation oath. If, as I apprehend to be the correct view of the
case, and as is assumed in the use, within the colonies, of the forms of ordination,
the colonial bishops and clergy, made, by the Royal Letters Patent, to belong
to the Archiepiscopal Province of Canterbury, are bishops and clergy of the
realm of England, then it is not necessary to say that they are protected by
that oath against any invasion or infraction of their existing rights, privileges,
and endowments, of whatever kind.

* Page 20 of Papers rclative to the «Clergy Reserves,” presented to Parliament by Her
Majesty's command, 14th February 1853,
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