Editorial Department.—Inguest at the Montreal General Hospital.
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lost no time in applying the wsual remedies, with the advice of
Dr. G. W. Campbeli and Dr. Long. By about half-past two P.
M., the man wasmuch better. We seni down for Dr. Crawfo-d,
who came up at half.past three, P. M. Upon his arrival the
stomach pump was uscd to inject a guantity of coffeé—vinegar—
ammonia and b andy at limes, and 'when the Doctor left, theman
appeared much essier, but still drowsy. He got worse 16nards
night; 1 spoke to the attendant physician, who directed me to
keep twoinén siting up with him and to sit -up’ myself. At
twelve oclock, at night I looked upon'the case with despair, and
I'saw mo hope for the deceastd. - -At two o’clock, A.°M,,. thede-
ceaséd was mach improved ; lie was lying on his right side with
his right hand under the head in « gentle dose. . He appeared to
be doing well, His pupils were more dilated- 1 then called the
house ‘'surgeon, who tovk charge of the case for the rest of the
night.” After this 1 wentto thy root. Aboat halfpast five, I was
told by the'man 'who made the fire in ¥y room that the deceased
wiis, alrhost 'w’ell.j But at eight o’clock I'heard he was dead. -1
aid the apothecary of the Hospital. The house surgeon and my-
#elf '§0" round the Hospilal with the attendant physician. The
house surgcon in*fhe body ; myself in the wing. The physician
gives the préscriptions, whicli each prepares -for his own depart-
mient. - We'have all the nurses'in the ' surgery, and give them
mediciue$, with the nceessary derections. When there is more
thian'dn ordinary number, the prescriptions are twritten on the label
of edch buttle or packets” Generally speaking, we only give verbal
dircctions. When, however, we uée poison, we alvays tell “the
nurse, ‘These are the rules'which ‘are obscrvied. "The nurses pro.
ceed iip Staits to admihister.the reinedies. If thev-are ordinary
medicines, they are put. on'the- table by the bed of the patient.
When there is laudandm or other puison, the nurses have instrae.
tions-to keep them separate.  When I gave the laudanum to the.
nurse, Susun, in this cdse, I particulatly enjoined her to be care-
ful. The day Lsaw the boltle in which the Iundanum was, on
the table, by the bud of the deceased, was after he' was poisoned,
1.did not see it before. There was no label on it, I think the man
riust have taken three drachms for the reason, that there were
fifty drops taken out previously and ten drops adhered to the bottle.
I put-in originaily half an ounce. .The nurse has been in the Hos.
pital more than‘two years, for [ have been here that time myself.
She was one of our best nurses, carefu), industrious, attentive, and
with”an excellent memory. ‘Thie name of the mdn who gave the
fluid was Halluran, - I never give wine out at all, except, I may
add, in cases of necessity, when ‘the .matron cannot be.asked.
‘The mation gives out the wine. The bottles which I saw on-the
table’were alike, but I candot: say ‘positively. I thivk so. The
wine bottle was labelled. I thinK three drachms of laudanum
with.a healthy man, who rcceived the remedies which the deceas-
&d weecived; wonld not have been sufficient to cause death, - The
"deceased . was very .weak. The nurse gets tie wine from the
niatroti. I had no opporiunity of seding the boitle of ‘wine before
it, was taken up sihirs. I have often given Mddunum to ‘that
nurse, and I never” omitted o 'give her the requisite instructions.
Y generally give it in'a £wo ounce phial, and the nurse . attaches it
to a nail above the patients bed. I gave the laudanum forty-
seven hours before the dceident océurred, I did not see the lnud.
anum_ between the'period’ that Tgave it to the nutse, and after 1
saw the empty botle. T inspect the ward morning. and evening,
L iriade ny’inguiriésabout the laudunum. "I ipoke (o the deceased
. throa times Wit of these'two daye.” 1 obicrved bottles at
this.time on the'table : T had sich_confidénce i thie nurse that T
did ot think it necéssary 10 enquireabout the liudanum. I dire
eay within the two' years T hive given the nurse laudannm fifty
times. "' think ‘sometimes’thie bottle Has been labelléd s *generally
,mot.. Tt i6 possible thit I may have piven luddanum to the nurse
twice before, in ‘un eight ‘cuheé botle ;" U'cannot say positively.

I generally give it in a'two ounce
-~ laudani

r ¢ phial. "When' giving her the
Jaudagiim, 1 think "X 161d her to - put’it’into a’ phial : I'canmot

giear it.  From'ilie benunibing ‘infln¢rce of the poigon, I-do not’
* think' the mdsn sufleted ‘much., “Al this moment I cannot-recul.
- -léet,pny ‘Mistake in’the administration of médicines within the

. - Tust two years. - I 'speak this vithotit equivoeation.” ~
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| +:"Susan Oliver. sworn z—~J am uamarried : I have heen four'years
in.Cinada : I -have. been- neatly - two years.in: the Hospita} as

" nurse;-1:came- ip us a patient: I have been in warde'll and 12,
" *7.jn the.Richatdedn Wing :.I cannot remsember. iow-long Campbell

I }'nwc’ done so often for the deceascd, from Dr. Gibb; 1 get in.
structions-at tlie same time; simetimes the directions are written,
sometimes not; I received some laudanum ; I unly. recollect hav.
ing received laudanum but once, from Dr. Gibb. for the deceased,
"Tlie directions given me were, that1 wasto give twenty-five drops
every night ; I received it two days before the death of deceased,
and T gave him twenty.five drops every night for two nights; I -
cannot say how much was in the boltle; the quantity looked
small ; 1 hdve sometimes to godown for water, and other purposes,
On Wednesday, the 9th instant, about eieven o'clock, T left the
ward with my vessels, and went down for water; I availed my.
self of this opportunity to go to my sleeping room to put on_a
gown. While I was there, Dr. Lung sent for me to bring up -
some. hot water; I went up stairs’ immediatcly, and Dr. Long
asked me if I knew what had happened. that the man had taken
poison. e gave me an emetic to administer to the man,’ 1 gave .
it him; and also a quantity of hot water. A gond deal wasdone;.
a slomach.pump was applied. Dr. Crawford came with it hime
sell. The landanum bottle was on the table by tho bed of the
deceased. There was another bottle containing port.wine and
anc with some guinine, three altogether. The wine was to be
given when he asked for it. The patients whu are not sick assist
me in doing work; and if I am busy, and a man confined to bed -
asks for anything, they would give it; such as a drink; I donot”
know of a patient giving medicine to another ; but drinks are often
so given; for instunce, 1if anything is' warming on the stove; L
dm not sure whether 1 ever saw winc taken off a table and given
to a sick person. The man who gave the landanum, I was told
in the ward, was Halloran; he has sore eyes. One is very bad,
the other is not so bad ; I never heard deceased say he.wished he
would ‘die.  He suffered a great deal, for he was very feeble: I
tiave received laudanum frequently from Dr. Gibb.- Sometimes 1
get it in a little bottie, and always keev it hung up. On this
occasion I did not hang it up: I do not remember receiving in-
structions, to put this particular laudanum in g phial. . Sick people
in 4 ward are always willing to ussist each other. The man
Halloran wes very kind i attending tc deccased. My impression
“is, that he gave it by mistake; I was speaking to the deceaseda
little before bis death ; Y was up all night with him: I asked him
if e knew what he had taken. He said he did know. He said, -
it is well I got better, that it did not kill me.. This was a few -
minutes before. his death. He did not blame the man for giving~
the laudunum., The doctor did not tell me to put the laudanum
awuy. He'is in the habit of telling me, end’I am alwuys in the
habit of doingit. The paticnt took the hot water willingly after
the emetic. He appeared to know his danger, and.seemed some.
what frizhtened, and cven put his finger down his throat to assist”
the vomiting : I was never aware that luudanum was rank poson
I knew it was dangerous too uch of it.- The doctor has often:
ziven me instruclions to be careful. He has so often given them-
me, that T ‘was always carefnl, in not giving a drop toe mneh.”.
In measuring it, i(-I made a mistake, I poured hack the liquid in
the bottle, and measured it-over-again. “Nobody in the ward be."
sides deceaséd was-taking the laudanum; I thought it was safg -
o put it on the table, beeause the other bed udjoining was unoc-
cupied. o the best'of my knowledge 1 neversgeived laudanum,
in' such~a‘ bottle beforc; 1 never put a phial on.a tablo: it was
always put on a-string; and hungup to'a nail; 1 did not forget:
laudanum was in' the bottle, beeanse I'had twice given the de-
ceased som: drops, We do 1ot lovk upon wine exactly as medi.’
eine’; ‘and; therelore, 17 did .net thipk itwrans for one patient 0
assist the other with wines I have received more landanumina
ldss bottle than was in the largo bottle. - -
. "'[At the request of the Jury,

¢

the three botiles were sent for and,
examined. They wzrc all’cight cunce bottles. The wine baitlé
had a lavel 3" the laudangm bottie was without'a label.] | !
.. William Halloran, sworn,—I have been in the Hospital since
the 24 day of November....I huve sore eyes, _ Lcannot distinguish
any person across the room: I wasg'in the same tvard . as Camp,
‘bell. ..I-am'in the habit of assisting the other patents when 150,
‘nurse is-abyent. - On Weednesday. morning Jast, the, deceased aaid

-} to me, ** William, give me_my wine.” 1 got i:p and ivent to;the,

«ble, and asked him where.it:was, meaning which bottle. A,‘I-wﬂ-
then:at the table, and I could not.sce,” He turned ::imnd,;m,th,?,
‘bed,,and, pointing tv.,a- bottle, said, ‘ibete, it<js’? ¥ gaﬁe.}[{
botile to which he pointed, and he tack & draught ; he thent00s,

" hag been ig the Hospital; I xeceive the medicinesinthe Surgery ;

enother and finiehed it He fouk it in two Urinks. E*’%“.g? 4



