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DEBATE ON THE SECOND READING OF THE CORN BILL
IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS.

The House of Lords has seldom presented a more animated appearance
than during the nights of the discussion of this great question, and never
did the talent for wlich their Lordship’s House 1a distinguished exibitat-
aclf more stnikingly.  The subject to be decided was indeed the most im-
portant that could engage the attention of a legislative body, and the
calmuess and seriousness with which 1t was discussed showed the Jdeep
interest attached to it.  As was to be expected, a few speeches stood
out promunently from the rest—marked by the boldness of the facts, or the
nobleness of the language m which those facts were clothed.  Oa the side
of the Protecaonists, Lord Stanley, by all consent, carried off the palm.
The League charncterizes his epeech as a “ bniliant mece of declama-
tion,” aud says thatin delivery and force it was altogether the best on be-
half of Protection that has yet been delivered. e was very ably rephed
to by Lord Brougham, who displayed on this subject, 23 on so many others,
the resources of lus clever though somewhat eccentric mind.  But the two
speeches which commanded the greatest attention, and which must have
the strongest effect on pubhic opinion, were those of the Earl of Clarendon
and Earl Grey. Thesc speeches were listened to with the profoundest
attention, and will be referred to in future times as specimens of well-
sustained, lucid argument, and chaste language.

We quote extracts from these four speeches, beginning, in accordance
with the order of the debate, with that of Lord Stanley .—

LORD STANLEY AND THE COLONIES,

Destroy the principle of protection, and I teH you you destroy the whole basison which
your culunites rest (cheersy. I you du not kanuw the salue of your colunies, Napolcon
Bonsparte knew it well (Hear, hear:). It s by the culumial principle you have extend-
cd your ams—1 dun’t mean yout milstary grns, but yuur cotnmercial arms—1nto every
quaiier of the giobe. 1t 3 to your columal system you owe st that there 13 no part of tho
wurls where yout flag1s siot planted—that there 13 no quaster of the globo in which the
Fuglsh lunguage 1s aut heanl—that there s no zonc 10 which British subjects do not
recugiize thosuveragnty of Botain,  You are to say to them in their distant homes that
they aro no lunger tu be uentiticd with your commiereial interests—that they shatl not
share your glories, nor sympathize with you n yeur advances—that they shall not bear
your burdeny—and that they shatl no lunges tesl that they a1o within the anns of your
vast euspire, and members of your impenial Zollverein (cheen). 1 think it was Mr. Coli,
den who said it was a systen of mutusl robbery, 1 adaut that st s a mutual system,
whero caclh sacrifices g peculiar to ¢ If for tho purpose of oblaiming an ade
vautage derned frum the othep, Jtis a mutual systom vhicre each sacrifices sometinng of
lus trade fur the purpuse of obtammng reciptocity , and fam not sure but that you will tind
an the end that that desire of reeiprocity and of profit on both sides—~that security againsg
furoiga wierference, against futeign hustility, and agauut forergn caprice, 33 liko seiling
i the cheapest matket aad buyng i the deasest, although that diffecence may not bo
precisely explainad 1o money value, but the addit vnal price which you may pay fof
culunul produce, and which they may pay you in consequenco of tahing British producer
1s cheaply purchased by extending your power vver the wide world, by cstablistung 10
every yuarter fnsads aad allics ; by having a certarnty of employment evergw heto, unin-
testered with by fureign competation, for 8 vast amuunt of Hntish stipaing and Bntish
sean:en, and thus extending and strengthening the power of this countsy , and § w it con-
cur with Mg, Colden if he will substitute for a system of mutual robbery, 8 systera of
wutual weurance (Hear*).

LORD BROUGHAM’S SPEECH,
The question of depeadence on other countries for supplics answered.

My nuble friend said, quot:ng gicat suthunities in suppont of the auscrtion, that the use
of prutection is to mahe this country andependent of a furesgn supply, and anong others
Yo quuted the late Mr Hushison, who said, ** The great vbject was tur vunseives to grow
the cvrn which makes the bread of the people.” There 1 av question whateser that the
great interest of thus country and of evary other cou ey, 13 to grow the bulk of the tuud
of the people watlun the buunds of the covitsy , and, except 1nono instaace, I mean that
uf the United States provinees, there isand can be no country under the sun in which,
whatever thesyatem of Cotn Laws may be, and whether thero exists protection or net,
the people must not tind 3t nccessary to be fud by cora gromwing within the bounds of
their onn country, “Theonly uhbjcet of frec impottations imust Le to reliese you in years
of scateity or i the deasth of a baid year, tius s o matter of absolute certunty.  Why,
in yeats of famine in thus country there were never anything hihe 2,000,L00 of quarters
tnaporied.  ‘Tho whole importation in 1800 and 1803 was 1,100,000 quarters cach year
{romn the whole of Evzepe, and of you add 200,000 quarters of corn, you do not show a
very large mapostation,  1a 1210 34 was 1,500,004 quarters, and why, therefore, do jou
wash tiese resttactions T And wiiy do you siy that the people of this country ought to
bo sudepeadent of Tiv peopic ot oluss countiies fus the supply of food T Un, 1t 1s sand
forcign powers may (houge ther law, aad, at any moment, cioso thoir ports and
starve you,  Dhave an asswar to that e word 1 point to 1210 (Hear! licar !, and
I sy that that argument suriises nat theiacilon of that yeagouc ungle instant (cheers,.
Whicu d A yuu ey °7 soe the Continent guder such a powcs as that to which it bowed tn
12107 VWhea ever oguin arc yuu Ly to 3co st enthralicd by suct an ima bianad a. that
wlhich Lca grasped the uaivenal scepue of Burope—I may say, of tho Continentz)
wurd {cheers; T Do you rencabet what yerr that was 7 Talk to me of petty sove-
reigns nuw atupping cxpurtation from Egspd, frem Be'gum, from Antwerp, from the
Hogue, why, then, Nopoloon, 1t fus arun grasy, beld, as 1 saud Lefure, the sceptee, not of
Frauco oaly, but of all Contine tal Karope, and dv you seincaber the degree to which
he had enfutced bus desputismy over thesestates 3 Why, froimn tho very centro as st were
—from the heas, the pulsations of which iafi d au B from Panis to the nnil_
hons of the wotld. he could send fuith a1 edict winch wouid shut all Europe ngaimnst us.
(Hear' hear') From the Chanael tu the GLuif of Leghora, from Pans to the outermost
patts of Puland, thero was nat one single person in authonty, not a troop of korse, not a
comgany of fuut, nut a custom house otheer, a0t an cxciseman, who did not tremblo at
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his name, of refused to obey his mandate (cheens). Is that hkely to happen again?
Did thiat ever happen beforo?  And yet, what was the result of it all 7 Was Napoleon
bent upon any singlo thing so much as destroying tho trado of England $ YWas ho bent
upon any ono project wo mach, was anything so dear to his heart, a9 scaling up our own
rtoduco, and prosenting any one bushel of com ever reaclnng this country 7 And yet
tho ssuit of it was that 1,250,000 quarters, and talking also of the corn, that 1.514.000
quarters wero imported into England, duning that samo yeat—1810.  And not from out
ports, vbserve, where lis power might bo supposad to be somewhat weakened , not from
Odessa, whero ho had hittlo sutlueaco ; not from Afriea, whero, it may bo sawd, ho had
nono at oll; not from Naples, wheto his strength was unimportant ; not from Sicily, the
olden granary of Romo. No; no such thing . but 99 patts in overy 100 of thow
1,314,000 quastors camo feom Frunce stsolf—from thenco l into this country

(cheersy  ho mention of that year, 1810, at once extinguished the argument,
TIE EARL OF CLARENDON'S SPEE(H.
Protcction for Corn a Landlord's question.
The asg used for pr wero always to make progress wat udon igno-

ranco, and wero as valul agaiust the competition of home-grown com as of foreign, and
would be equatly tn favour of the spade over the plough, and the distaf over tho spin-
tang-jonny ; but, with the good fazmes, tho man of wteligence, and capital, and mdus-
try, who did nut obsinately adhcre to the system and tho unplements of his forefuthers
—who considercd the discoverics of scicnce and reaped the profit of s own skill—with
such g man, bo agd, that competition would only do what 1t did 1a tho casc of al uther
articles,~—ptomoto a healthy stumulus (ficar!) But st was supposed that thoy were to bo
inundated by a flood of foreign corn, and somo imsgined st would come on the waves of
the ocean, and bo delivered gratis at every man’s door, It scemed only neecisary to
procure a plain in some distant part of Hungasy or Poland, and it was at onco invested
with the power of growing 25 quarters to the acre, to bo delivered in 24 hours for a mete
tnflo at onr own homes, without any remeinbranco of tho inveterate habits of bad far-
mers and antiquated nste , or the bad of tho roads, or the want of transport ,
but when thay had the exemple of Ireland at our own doors, governed by our own laws,
infinitely less burdened with taxation than ourselves, with overy facility fur bLecoming
the storchouso and granary of this country, and when they saw 8 largo portion of
that country still waste and afturding annually a less and les supply, bio sa.d, with such
an examplo before them of the difficulty of changing the habits of tho people, they might
have been aparod a reft fo the bugbear of fation (cheers).  But suppuse that
o}l at once there should bo this isundation, the tenants could not pay %o utuch reny, where
wmust Lo a reduction, and this, in his opimon, was what would cowe of this groundless
aad hypothetical notion of a reduction of prices.  Ho dud nut hinputo any sclfish 1aterests
ar motives to any one, but fus own cunviction was, that this was a landiord’s question,
and no onc’s clso  To their honest and conscientivus alarm they owed all the opposition
to thys measute, and all these lamentations.  Not a word had been heard 1n thot Howse
when the import duty on linea and cotton and woul, and hats and boots, was reduced
and when the expart of machinery hiad been allowed, and thuse changes which had been
innceordance with tho policy of this country fur the last 0 years were adopted, All
knew that the British Jion was not then roused, and that the Batish sun did not then sct
for ever (loud lnughter). It was only when comn and cattlo, and bops and apples, were
touched, that they had heard of men denounced for abandoning tiseis duty, and told that
if they had beea in India they would have all run away.

Present position of the Landlord—insufficiency of Commercial Treatics.

It scemed to be the great argument of the Protectionusts, that the produects of corn
would denve great adv from o cont of the old system. Did any impartial
Lnd inteligent pesson suppose that an excl of fi corn would hasve the effect of
prevenuing a d uunvtion i tho value of land 7 It was notvrious that land did not otfer
8 better investment than any other mode of employrog capital. The reats of land and the
profits of sguicuiture yicided o very nsulliciont retutn for the ewpital devoted to those
pursuits, and yet the laws which were intended to regulate production and to protect 1o
dustry were passed by ard or the landed tetest,  Sull that interest made but Littlo pro-
gress,  Neclusscame so often before Pathament for rehief as did those who were engaged
1n the cultivation of iand ; none inade 30 many and such putcous complamts , yet noblo
Lords had calied upon Parliament ta keep up & system which expericuce had shewn to
work so ill—a sgstemn of which no one could guarantee the continuanco for three years.
Fer sueh a system the aristocracy of the country placed themselves in a condition of
great disadvantage, in licu of occupying that pontion to which their wealth, character
and influcuea just'y entitled them,  For tho sake of maintaining sucha system, they ex-
posed tho country to infinite uncertainty and confusion, while they cxposed themsclves
tor the hoat: ity of those powesful associations which the wealth, the activity, and cneray
of the midd!o classcs enabled them to furm, 1t had been said, and he quito concurral 1n
the opinion, that we sught to mect hostile tanthh with Free Trade. Sooner ot later oil
negociattuns with furcizn countnes upon such a subject must fnl.  Whonever tren-
tics were entered ito, it genenlly happencd thet in the long run une pasty or tho other
conceived that they wero overreached  Wuchever happened to yield to that persua-
sion, immediately cntertained an asresistible desire to break through the texms of the
treaty ; and that state of fecling led to never-cndii,; d.sputes, and often to hostihity ; there-
fure he entertatned o strongconviction that all natiuns wosldactprudently of they did that
whieh wus best fur themeels 9, without tou minutely enquinng whether other countsd:s
obsned the strict ru'es of reciprueity.  If the Governinents of other countries acted
wpen unsunnd cr 1! beral principles, that was ho reasan why the people of England
shoeuld not by in the cheapest, and, if they plessed, scll ia thodearest markets. If Eng.
12nd b g what was wise and prudent, other countins would soon follow hes example. Taoe
reecat history of our commercial itercodrss with Genneny oppessed to hun in a se-
markable degren to 1hastrate and corrm the & ctrines for which ho had been contend-
ing  When the Zollverein commenced, in 1533, out exports to Germany fe'l to & very
tow point.  Ju 1839, when our commere.al policy underwent a change, our cxpons to
Germany rase 1o £4,860.000; and 12 the year 1843 those expotls 1o tu between
L£6,000,000 and £7,000,000. Ho would semind thoin olso of our ntcrcourse with
France  When tho Revolution of 1830 took placa in that countsy, thero was a proposs -
tion for revising the commercial relations of France and England.  He was oncot tho
C foncts appointed by the G t of that doy to sirange the terms of tho
greety then about to bo furmed, and bo was bound to say that tho Freach M.nistry wero
quito as coger as the representatives of England could Lo to concludo a trcaty upod the
fairest ternus, but the tesult was not satinfactory. and our espotts to France did not amount
to £570,6:00, t1) an alteration in the tariff took place, and then they ruso until at length
they reachied £2,600,000, The sawie principles, though in a differert furm, applied to
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