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HALIFAX. SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 1867.

THR MOLY WEEK.
Tux usual Services for tho Week before Easter
waro bold morning and evening during oach day, in
tho Porish Church of St. Paul’s, while tlio two
othier Churchies of St. George’s and St. Luko's
waro also opencd for Morning Prayor on every day
m tho week. At the Evening Servico in St. Paul’s,
a Leoturo was delivered ou tho subject of ** 'Lho
Uross of Christ"—viowed in various aspocts,
founded on corrosponding passages of Soripture, s
a suitnble theme for wmeditation at the annivereary
commemoration of the grent ntoning sacrifice of the
Doath of Christ Tho following 18 a list of tho
Preachors, with the suljects and texts, for cach
Bvening in tho Holy Week :
Sunday. ‘Tho Attraction of tho Cross. John
zii. 32,  Rev. 1. Maturin.

Monday. 'The Enduranco of the Cross. Matt.
wui. 24. Hev. R. H Bullock.

Tuesday. Tho Power of the Cross. 1 Cor i.
18. RRev. E. Gilpiu, jun.

Wednesday. /I'he Offonce of the Cross. Gul. v.
11. Rev, I Crisp.

Thursday. Tho Glory of the Cross. Gal. vi.
14. Rev. J. C. Cochran, .

Good Fiiday. ‘Ybe Death of the Cross. Phil.
ii. 8. The Lord Bishep.

Easter Even. Penco by
19.22, Rev. . Bullock.

Tho Services were well attended throughout the
wock, and especially on tho Evening of Good Fri-
day. The Lord Bishop also preached in St. Yaul’s
on tho Morning of Kaster Sunday, from Rov. i. 8.
The Holy Communion was adminiftered in that
Church botb on Good Iriday and Easter Sunday.
The number of Communicants was much the same
as in former years ; but in Salem Chapel, whero an
almost cutircly new congregation hins been formed
within the last«l8 months, upwards of G0 persons
romuined to partake of the heavenly ¥east, thus
affording additional evidenco of the benefits derived
from the opening of a I'ree Chapel for cxtending
tho means of grace, and preaching tho Gospel to
the poor without money and without price.
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TUE ST. PADL'S PARISH BILL.

W= observe (hat a Bill hus been introduced into
the Legislative Council, pursuant to o Resolution
passed ut the Easter Meeting of St. Paul’s Parish
in Halifux, to enable the Parishioners at any Parizh
meeting, to clect their own Chairman.  The ne-
cessity for this procedure, which would take fromn
the Keetor a right which he holds by virtue of hia
offico, und which is coeval with the establishnent of
tho Church of Lugland jtsclf, is by oo means evi-
dent. It bas been argued that it bas only become
a sight by preseription, and that Colonists have no

rescriptive rights, and therefore that here the
Rectors cannot tuko the chair upon that ples, and
that Churchmen ca:: deal with the question a3 they
plunse. Now setting aside the impolicy of thus
renouncing, the homogencousness (so to speak) of
the British cmpire, and a belief, which is the
glory of every true Briton, to wit, thatho carries
his rights and privileges with him to whatever part
of the world, being Britisk soi), upon which be
moy £et his foot,—tbis i3 a mode of reasoning
which if it had any ground of truth, would affect
overy -constitutional principle which regulates our
colonial position, and Ly which we are governed.
We are moro inclinced to bold, and to contend, that
if by virtue of bis office, tho Rector in England
tnkos the chair at all parish meetings, under sane.
tion of the common law, thore can bo not the least
doubt that bis right is transferred along with him to
this or any other colony. This of courso does not
igterforo with the power of the Colonial Legislatures
to posy laws applicable to their cogdmon,' upon
proper ropresentation of their necessity. No cago
however Las been made out to show that a change
.would be beneficial here. Tt is af interference
witlr an acknowledged right, and many reasous
might bo urged in proof thata change id this respect

tho Crogs. Col. 1.
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justead of being for the better would bo for the,

orge.
i rlﬁd sach a Bill as that now beforo the Legisla-
ture,-been gought by the unanimous voice of tho Pa-
rishionerg of St. Paul’s, and its operation confined to
 their own boundary, it would not then bave been
' j'u'st'.u'nlcss it, wero-called for by some sufficient
ause. Dut it is uof the upanimous view, even of
** tTiaf Parish-—no¥ do e l:olicv? thart such a-measurp
js'desirgd Uy any other Parish in the Diocese.
#ffiero 8 in it therefore an attemfit at dictation on
tho pat of St Paul's, whick is uot by any

i tho position of Reotor.

[:oroccodings, which we aro sure will not génorally
submitted tc. The Parish of 8i Paul's
can havo no protensions to logislato for the
wholo Chureh, and has no right to attompt to im-
poso tho advantages or disadvantagos of such & law
witliout tho genoral consont.  Wo know it will Lo
said that the Bill leaves an option with the Pa-
rishionors, who may or way not under its provisions
place tho Rector in tho chair; but, practically, it
oxoludes hiw from tho meoting altogether ; for no
Reetor will attond when he finds that although the
wajority may wish to havo him in tho chair, two or
threo persons opposed to him may placo somo ono
olso in competition with him, and migo an unplea-
sant feeling at tho beginning of every mecting.
Aund if, on tho other hand, the majority ia against
him, liois virtually deolared to havo lost the confie
donco of his Parishioners, and to bo unfit to ocoupy

mesns & modol Parish in the wisdom of its

His only alternative, thore-
foro, will bo to absent himeelf, and the good and
profitublo custom of Rector and Parishioners meeting |

| topethor to discuss and settlo their affuirs will bo ab-.
rogated, and tho business will bo transacted as ¢
was in St. Paul's Parich, last Monday, without
auy opening prayers fur the Divile blessing upon
tho proceedings. But whatever may have beon
tho intention of (ko frumers of the Bill, thero can
be no doubt that all who dissent from ite prin.
ciple were to have but littlo opportunity afforded
them of pussing an.opinion upon its merits. It vas
read & first time on Wednesday, and ordered for a
second reading on Thursday—a rather hot kind of
haste,—and the ovidence of un excess of zeal for the
succesa of the tweasure, which Churchimen in tho
country parishes, whatever wmay bo their viows
upon the subject, will not bo inclined to admire

1n the first attempt to oppose the Reotor’s taking
the chair, his legzal right was questioned, and preco-
dents wera sought to show that it was not insisted
upon in Iinglaud. But the oppoucnts fuiled to

rove their agsertions in any ouo jnstance, aud if they
md suceceded their position would not have been
strengthened ; for if it could be proved that a dozen

Rectors had relinquished their right,such cases would

not offect tho rights of others, sines tho English

Judges have decided positively, and without excop-

tion, in favor of the Rector’s absolute right to take

tho chair ex officic at every meeting of the Larish.
ioners.

For its confirmation bere, precigely the samo ars
guments may bo used. Itisalso fortified very res
cently, by the legal opinions of the prescat Attorney
Genersl of Nova Scotia, and of g P. Fuirbanks,
Lsq., who framed the Church Act, which does not
interfere with it, who certainly would not haveo
given such opinions, if that Act went to danrive
the Rectors, of any right they had previously beld.
Indeed tho very proeceding of the wmajority ia St
Paul’s Parish, in which they seck by o new enact.
ment to invalidate the right of the Rectors, goes far
to prove, that they zre ofraid to leave the solution
of the question to a strictly legal decision.  In going
beyond their province to sccomplish their eads, they
have gone asrep too far.  They condemu Synods,
and at the same time arrogate to themselves powers
which properly belong to the general assembly
of the Church. If any ulteration in the law of the
Clureh is necessary, it is that body that will recom-
mend it ; aud the Legislature, in the same way as
they would be guided by thoresolutions of the L’res-
byterian Synods, the Wesloyan Couference, or the
Baptist Association, ®ill give cffect to their views,
in 50 far as they msy come within the scope of their
powers. To suppuse that a Parish mojority cun
speak with the voice of tho whole Churcl is simply
absurd ; and aithough the components of the two Lo-
gislative Bodies may be a motley religious group,
there will be good sense encugh awong them to re-
frain from deciding upon any ineasure for a general
purpose, ghich shall come before them with such
slender m% insuficicnt authority.

It is worthy of note that the chief supporters
of this Bill affecting the interosts of Chburchmen
oxolusively, aro the Houble. Hugh Bell and
Tonble. J. McCully. The latter is always ready
to lead any aswult upon the Church of Eng
lund, and his zealous advocacy of the Bill is suffi.
cent to condema it in the oyes of every ono who is.
acquujnted with his disposition towards our Church.

Vo understand that the Bishop and the Rector
have both presented Petitions against this extraordi-
nary Bill, ‘tho former on. behalf of Churchmen
throughaut theProvincg.who have not been consulted,

Jature

and tUe latter against tho violation of his own rizhts. |-
The following.is the Bill introduced to the Liegis- |

A Bill entitled. An- Aot declaratory of aad in |

amendment of ‘cHaptor-50:of 1o Rovised Ststutos.of
the Chureh of Englaud.

ond

Bo it cnacted and declared by the Qorernor.
Council and Assumbly as follows :

At suoh of tho Annual and other mectings of the
Parishioncrs, the Parishioncrs present thereat shall
bo at liberty to clect their chairman, who shall pre-
eido ot such meetitg.
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A now Churcl paper bias boen started in Toronto,
Canadn West, ontitled ¢ Z%e Canadu Church
Chronicle.”” Ttis a emnll sheet, but cxpericnce
leads us to say, that with all the drawbnoks insepa-
rablo from such an onterprise, it is ns largo ns ought
to be afforded for the price.  "The course which the
Papor will steor, in theso troublous times, is thus
matked in ono of the Iditorials of tho first No.
entitled ** Uur Privoiples.”

“ Wa sliall horethonostly and truthfully aflire, that
we, who mpy bo considgred respousible for the pub-
hication of this journal, are uttetly opposud to extremes
on either sidp In tho Church.  Wu ropuiliate the lakity
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) af opluson whigli would place upon an equal footing, ae

respeots Chureh memberstp and privilege, all and
any who term themsolves Protestants ; and wo wholly
dissent from thoss who would introduce into the
Church of Bogland epinions advarse to hior formularice,
or practices at variance withthe digmfied simplicity of
her 1tual,  Wa cling to tho order and diractions of
our Prayer Book, as they ara plamly stated, asmuch as
wa ta to the doctrines inculeated both in 1t and in the
Thirty-nino Articles. Weo are as much avorso os any
can be, to the pucnilo fulhen iu ecclesiastical decoration
and the foppish cceentricitron n the wmanner of wor-
ship, with wlicl eoma weak and morbid spirils in there
latter days hnve disfigured the majestic and charac-
toristic beauty of the Church. Yet, on tLe other hand,
while wu deny, as stronply as any can, that salvation
depends upon a routine of services and communions,
wo contend for their necesnity as instituted channels
and means of grace.”

Dl L R e T Nl Y
BT. IAUL’S BASTRIX MELTING.

Tho Easter Mccting of St. Paul’s Parish was field on
Easter Monday, at the National School. Tho nttendance
of Parishioners was about the same as_in previous years.
On motion of the Hon. Enos Collins, P, C. Hill, Esq., ee-
nior churchwanden, was called to the Chair® A letier was
read from the  Venble. the Archudencon, alleging his rea-
sons for not being present, and hoping that a' good result
would follow thewr lnbours,

Tho Vestry Clerk read the minutes of tho last Easter
meecting, A staternent of Accounts and Expenditqres of
tho Purish during the pastyear, was presented by the Chajs-
man and handed vound, "It appears that the expenditures
somowhug exceed the income, which is entirely owing to
the balanco of the labil:ties lymg over from the provious
year.  Upon tho year immcdmhﬁ_\' pussed, tho sheet oxhi.

ited a Lalanee in fuvor of tho Parish of about £20—and
1o meet the balance against the Parish on tho gencral ac-
count, thero wero some .£30 of Pew rents uncallected,
which it was expected would be hnmediately paid.  ‘Fhe
statement grmve much satisfuction.

A letter from the Archdeacoh to the Curates, pointing
out the altered position in which the Clergy of the Parish
now stand with reference to the Synod, in consequence of
tho Bishop’s Circular—and theCurates’ replics,—were read
Tho substanco of these Letters may be thus stated,  The
Butiop's Cirenlar having dedured that it was not the in
tent on to cnforve tho ducrces of the Synod (as such) in
unrepresented Parishes—the Clergy of 85t. Puul’s, recop-
mzing the ccclesiastical authority of tho Bishop, to whom
they owe canonical obedience in all things lawful and ho-
nest, whether he - y act with or without the advice of
Synod, do not feel hemselves bound und have uo wish to
introduco any canons, rules or regulations of that body jnte
that Pariah against the ~onsent of the Larishioncrs.

. A Resolution cxpressive of the satistaction of tho meet-
ing with tho replies of the Curutes, was passed unani-
mously.

The salaries of the Clergy werd then passed unam-
moulsly, as horetofore—aud other routino busiuess trans-
acted.

P. C. Hill, Esq. and J. W. Ritchio, Es
Churchwardens for the ensuing year,
the casning sear were also chosen.

After some discussion, in which the benefit of a divi-
sion ot tho Purish was insisted on, aud in which it was sta-
ted that the sum of £2000 would be required to make the no-
cessary repairs in St. Paul’s, the Rectory and ut St. Luke’e
—~a resolution appointing a Comnutte to colloct subscrip-
tions from tho Yarishioners for thoss objects, was passod
unanimously.

A discuas:on took place upon the right of the Reetor to
tako the Clinir at Parish Moetings, and a resolution was
carried by alarge mujority, appoiutivg a Committce to
frame a Bill to be tntroduced futa the Logialature, giving
to tho Parishioners at all such meetings tho right toap
point their own Chatrman.

‘The mecting adjourned, after singing tho Doxology
““Praiso God from whom il blessings fluw" at the sugges-
tion of Jas. Creighton, Esq. o .

‘The abovo is:merely an outlivo, although wo belicvo it
will be found substantially correct, 80 far #s it goes. A
fuller report may be expected.
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FXTRAORDINART Srken.—A corrosporcat at Chestes
writcs that @ parcel we sent to lum by Stugo om, Feb. 9,
reachicd there on Good Friday 10th April. ~ We Are really
sorry for his duappointment, Knowing it to be jnjuriouy,
and Lelieyo-that under tho circumstances-ho has a-good
remedy against the Stage Proprictors for the full value of
the contents of the parcel.

A P AN RN RN
TELEGRAPH DES,PA';‘QE.
{To the Merchanty' Echange Jicaring Room.}

The Collins Steamship ——— armiveil at Now York oz
Wadntsday. Liverpool datea-todst-April. .

Cotton Marketiquist. .Breadstufls:havo aligh{ly advan
.cod 8inca last gnotations.y Consols for Mancy 8334 The
Blections aro favourable” to tho “Govcrmment, * No-osher
nows of interost,

. werc choscn
ho Vestry for



