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M SS Helen Fraser, daughiter f Mr. James
Fraser, of Walker Avenue, Toronto,
wvho bas been [or the past five years
superintendent aof the native training

school for nurses in Daslîisl'a College, re-
turned honme in August, bringîng wvitli lier
ane of lier pupils, a charming little japanesce
maiden, tvbo purposes taking a tbree years'
course ai' training ii nc ai' o the hiospitals of the
western warld before returning ta Japan.

Site is such a little creature,-only Cotir feet
niine inches in beight. II Smal-a littie," site
says, mni lier sby Englisbi, wvben I ask bier
wbethîer sbe reaches the average bieiglit ai' the
J apanese maiden. Plump, yet wveli prapar-
tioned, with the prettiest ai' bands and snal,
siender feet, that even the white ' tabi 'cannot
render shapeiess, dark bain tossy and soft,
narrowv brown eyes, and rotvs ai' perfect little
wvli'ite teeth. Aithougli lier face is rather large,
wviti the higli check bianes ai' the Mangolian,
she is a most attractive littie maid, wbose
twventy-four years are difficult ta realize, aI-
îlmougb site declares it 'aild, aId ' in japan.

Her naine, Shidzu Narusé, bias a liquid sound
as she says it in the soi'test voice. Realiy, lier
voice and bier laughiter are like the tinkle ai'
belis, the niurmur of a brook, or any allier
innocent iuiling. Whien site speaks lier imper-
fect, English she pronounces it as if each word
wene a caress ; but bier vocabuiary is limited,
and site mal.es much gentle laugbter fill in the
spaces. When sbe falîs again int her native
tangue kt sotinds sa liquid and saftiy sibiiant
that ive are quite content ta learn ber thouglit
through bier. friend and interpreter, Miss Fraser.

Shidzti cannat yet number ber days on the
WVestern Continent by months-only by week,.
Site likes Canada, site says. but the bouseA are
' big.' That is ber surprise at present. Coming
[ram a miniature land, she can anly look in
cbildlike surprise at the bigness ai' things, the
tali inen and wvomen, the giant, many-storeyed
buildings, and tIhe rash, up-reacbing trend ai'
western life at large.

We sit out upon the piazza during these
wvarm August nigbts, and Sbidzu cornes and
curls berself beside bier friend in the group upon
the steps. Site is in native dress, wvhich she
always wears in the bouse. To-niglit it is ai'
grey material,-a kind ai' japanese crêpe. A
broad sash terminates in the uisual large bow
about bier wvaist, and the little whbite tibi gleam
out in the gathering darkness i'rom beneath the
narrow Oriental drapery.

The little round, browvn throat riscs plumply
from thîe folds of the kymana, and the full baose
siceves fali away i'rom the brown round arms,
and the plump little hands that wvave sa prettily
as she tells us japanese i'airy stanies.

We recognise traces ai' aur owvn fairy stonies
as we listen. This wvoman wvlo ill-treated the
spatrro%, and afterward found ber gift-box full
of snakes, is surely akin ta that Lnkind girl
whose moutb dropped snakes and beetles for
every word site spoke.

This ai' the i'nogs wvbo wvent ajaurneying-not
ta woo, but ta viewv strange sigbts; and baving
eyes in the backs ai' their heads, unconsciously
surveyed their aovn cities from neighibouring
hill-tops, then wvent borne filled witb astonishi-
ment at the marvels thercoi,-tbis littie satire

-'.lalso lias a tam-
1 iliar ring. But

~' Shidzu docs ilat

Goose," and bias
ilo japanese ver-

sn ai' "Arabian
Nighits."

Tien wve talk
ofdress. The

1lit t 1e japanese
miaiden shows us ner pretty silks, so fine and
soft ' for best '; or site takes down bier blue-
black liair,-it is knottcd saftiy iowv, as is the
Western customi,-and iflustrates bio' it is
dressed, ail perfumed and still'ened, wvlen ait
home. She lias only heen wearing shoes,-our
hideous, civilized affairs,-a wveek or two.

IOh, yos, 1 wvalk slow,-but no, I do not
like them," site says. And in the hianse Ciîe
spotless whîite tibi are slipped an. Site tlîrusts
them out for us ta sec, and we ail wvislh we bad
known no ather footwear tlîan these soft
moccasin affairs.

Sbidzu's home is in Kobt%, a seaport aof some
sixty tbousand population. Site interests us

by stating that it is the residence ai' that brul-
liant descriptive writer, Lafaadio Hearn, wvho
sa fell in lave wvith gentle Japan that lie married
one ai' these dear musumees and made bis homne
amang tbem. He is on the staff ai' a i'oreign
paper. "1He makes mare, and bie is not goad, "
says Shidzu, witb a littie negative shake ai' ber
bead. By wvbich wve infer that Mr. Hearn, like
other foreign literary folk wvba became enam-
oîîred ai' japan, bias a reputatian for license not
merely in bis beautiful descriptive work, wvhicb,
indeed, might: be well allowed, but in bis moral
bearing.

Presently wve speak ai' the tidai wvave disaster
in nontbenn Japan. Kyoto is about the centre
ai' the islands ; but Red Cross nurses wvent up
fram its baspital ta attend ta the many bruised
and injured. We talk a little about the recent
China-Japan war, and Shidzu raisesbher head

front lier fricnd's shouider ta strongly dissent
fromn Our carelcss conclusion that. as they are
kept so niuch in secl usion, the japanese wvornen
are probably niot patriotic. Il indeed -e ar,-
oht, yes,-we love cotuntry," site pr<' ýs. Thlen
in fluent native speech site tells us that the
revival of titti-fareigi) sentiment during the
past ive years lias hiad a inarked cffcct upon
the drcss of the japanese woman. Tite Euro-
peau dress, once so cagerly soughit after, fias
been almost abandoned, save at Court, and the
japanese wvomen aof the interior now wvear their
native dress on the street and at home. The
men in the cities generally wear the European
dress, whicli, w~hile not so graîccfu1, they have
fouind more convenient for business purposes.

Shidzu lias been for five years iii the Doslîislîa
training sclîaoi for nurses. Slie understands
Englisbi fairly %vell and speakzs it falteringly,
quite eniougbi ta give her a fair stant in the Newv
York!I ospital, where she liopes, in a Few matts,
to be received. Site is a couvert to the Cliris-
tian faitlî, altboughi lier farnily are not. The
fact that this brighit little inaid should lbe per-
mitted by her parents, not merely ta receive lier
training untder avowedly Christian avspices, but
ta corne awvay into the great wvestern world to
caniplete the saine, is evidence aof japanese
appreciation aof aur better educationaf facilities,
and their desire ta avail themselves of the
same.

After tlîreiL years course of training, slie ex-
pects ta retur;a ta Juîpan, and devote herself ta
the wvork of nursing aniong the woman of' ber
native country.

She gives us hier autograpli presently,.-whien
wve ask it.-in both japanese and Er.glish, also
her photagraph, taken togetiier wvitb bier sister
aof fourteen years. The long robe of ricb black
silk crêpe, litied wvitb pink,-a 1 best occasion'
dress,-nakes lie- look oddly tall and aid, quite
unlike the little brown, soft-laughing, childish
creature wvbo is standing iii the daarway Jean-
V tg against lier Canadian friend and calling a
I.retty fareign ' good-night ' ta us.

FAITII FENTON.

[The instance af Dosbishia College, Kyoto,
japan, illustrates the presenit anti-foreîgn feeling
existent in that country, as well as the keen
business instincts of the natives.

Dashisha College, one of the largest and
r-nost comprebiensive educatianal institutions in
J apan, wai i'ounded saine twenty-flve years aga
for the Christiani education ai' the japanese
yauth. It has since been largely endowed by
Amenican bene±volence, and the work, which
comprises hasuital training sclîoal for nurses,
departments in tiîeology, science and niany
other subjects, has been carried on under the
contrai ai' the American Foreign Mission Board.

Oýving ta the existent law that prevents
foreigners from hiolding praperty in Japan's
interiar, t ivas necessary ta place the valuable
institution in the trusteeship ai' native gentle-
men wvbo wvere in sympatby wîtb Christianity.
During the years these have died, and yaunger
native men have succeeded tbern, who are
influenced by the anti-fareign foeeling at preserit
existent. In three years,-that is, in i9oo,-
the present estate lawvs will lapse, and it will
then bc possible for foreigners ta iegally possess
property in japan. Foreseeing the possible
resuits, the trustees aof Doshisha College are
now takcing action ta dispossess the American
Mission and assume full contraI aof Doshisha
College, wvbich wvili bencei'orthi prababiy be
devoted ta the secular education of the Japan-
esc youtb.

The prescrnt feeling in ' Cbrysanthemum
L~and' is emphatically japan for the Japanese,
and success ta the native-born.-ED.j
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