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Religious fRigctllang.

The Daylight is Breaking.
REVIVAL HYVIH.

BT WX-’ X COMB OF BSLVAST, IBBLXBD.
The night is far «pent ;

The daylight it breaking ;
The bridi, and the bee.,

And the flowers are awaking.
Awake thon, my >oul,

And biing an oblation
Of praise and of prayer 

To the God of creation !
Hallelujah to the lamb ;

The day spring to cheer tu !
All round os is calm,

When Jesns is near us.

On mountains and plains
The showers now are falling ;

“ Awake, my beloved ones,"
The Spirit is calling.

He calls loud to some
In the voice of his thunder ;

His still and small voice 
To others a wonder.

Hallelujah, tu.

Like doves to their windows 
The new born are flying,

And upwards and onwards 
Their strength they are trying.

My Beloved is mine.
And His I am ever ;

We n'er shall be parted—
O, never I—no, never !

Hallelujah, Ac.

Rule
WHAT IS

of Faith.
TRADITION?

‘for
(thin

Mb. Editor,—The next time we met 
for discussion the Reader says to Andy,
• I'm going to be at the second part of your 
rule to-night—we'll take a shot at tradition.’ 
‘ Fire away,’ says Andy, • and do your best.’
• Before we begin,’ says the Reader,11 must 
remark that you often take advantage of us 
by using the word ‘ tradition ’ in two differ­
ent senses. You sometimes use it to mean 
the doctrine handed down, and sometimes 
the way of handing down the doctrine But 
you might just as well call a horse and the 
sack of corn which he carries by the one 
name.' • That would'nt do at all,' says Mick ; 
‘ for the horse that carries the corn is one 
thing and the corn that’s carried is another.’

" ’st so,’ says the Reader; ‘and, in like 
manner the doctrine that’s handed down is 
one thing, and the means by which it is 
handed down is another.’ ‘ Well,’ says An­
dy, ' I allow that it would be clearer if we 
bad different words ; but we can examine 
each meaning separately. First and fore­
most, says be, ‘ I’ll defend unwritten tradi 
lion as a meant of handing down doctrines' 
« Tell me,' says the Reader, ‘ what do you 
mean by unwritten tradition ?’ ' I mean,'
says AnJy, ‘ one man telling a doctrine to 
another, and he telimg it to a third, and he 
to a fourth, and so on for hundreds of years.’ 
‘ Well,' says the Resder, ‘ 1 can’t think that 
a sale way, and what's more, I don’t think 
you'd trust to it yourself in worldly matters. 
Would you be satisfied with that kind ol 
lease for your farm ?' ‘ He wouldn't so,'
says Mick ; ‘ and it's himself that paid a 
pound lor a regular written lease, though 
there were hall a dozen present When the 
master promised him the ground-’ ‘ He 
shows his sense,’ says the Reader. ' A writ­
ten lease is better then any unwritten tradi 
tion ; and I only wish he was as cautious 
about bis religion as about his farm.' ' Why, 
then,’ says Mick, * is’nt it a queer thing en 
tirely that we're more particular about the 
security for our ground than for oar souls, 
and that we trust our salvation on a security 
that we would'nt trust an acre of land ?'
• That’s all very fine talk,’ says Andy ; ‘ but
I've facts agaist you that are worth more 
than all your arguments.’ Tell me,’ says 
be, ‘ wasn’t it unwritten tradition the peo­
ple bad to trust to from the time of Adam 
to Moses ? and if religion could be handed 
down by word of mouib for 2400, why 
couldn’t it it be handed down in the same 
way for 1800 years ?’* • Well,’ says the
Reader, • even granting ail you ask, 
that’s nothing to us in the present day. The 
people then hadn’t Scripture, so they should 
only do the best they could without it ; but 
that’s no reason why we should trust our re­
ligion now to unwritten tradition, when we 
have the written word of God in our bands. 
You might just as well say that because 
Adam and Eve wore fig-leaves for clothes f 
1 ought to throw away my good frieze coat 
and dress myself in fig-leaves.’ • Ton my 
word, you’d be a nice looking animal if you 
did that,’ says Mick. • I'm thinking the peo­
ple would run from yon.’ • But,* says the 
Reader, • ’(wouldn't be more foolish than 
wbat Andy wants us to do. Adam and Eve 
did with fig-leaves for clothes because at the 
time they bed no better ; and in old times 
the people trusted to tradition for banding 
down doctrines because they had no other 
means of preserving them. But is that any 
reason why we should trust to it now, when 
we’ve God’s written word for our guide. 
But I'll show you besides that the two 
cases which you have compared'aren’t at all 
alike. T was much easier to hand down a 
doctrine then by word of mouth than now.’ 
‘ How do you make that out?’ says Andy. 
‘ Why,’ says the Reader, • I suppose you'll 
allow that the fewer bands a story passes 
through the better chance it bas of coming 
down”correct ’ ‘ There’s no denying that,’
says he. * Well, then,’ says the Reader,
• the long lives the people enjoyed in those 
days * gave them an advantage that we 
haven’t—five or six persons could hand down 
a doctrine from Adam to Moses ; but t"would 
take 40 to 50 to hand down a doctrine from 
Christ to us ; and besides,’ says the 
Reader, * the people weren’t left entirely to 
tradition from Adam to Moses.’ ' Wbat 
else bad they ?’ says Andy. ‘ They bad re­
peated revelations from God, $ which help- 
td to keep the doctrines in remembrance. 
And, moreover, I don't think you could 
have made a worse defence for unwritten 
tradition than the very facts you refer to. 
See bow the faith was corrupted in handing 
down, and the worship of the one troe God 
degenerated into the worship of idols. | 
Thus, with all the helps which unwritten 
tradition then had (helps which it couldn’t 
have in latter day»,) it failed in handing
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down correctly the doctr-nes of religion."
‘ Sure,’ t-ays Mick, ‘ we all know it to be a 

; fact that no two persons tell a stoty txac'ly 
: al ke, and it’s a purty story 'twould be af'er 
passing through forty or fifty peor lr for 1800 

! years.’ I’m thinking, s»y«, Jerry, ‘ that in 
| the end 'twould be like the story of the three ' 
j black crows. Once upon a time a decent j 
man was going the road, and he was surpris- j 
ed to see the neighbours look.ng after him 
as if he had seven heads, and he couldn’ tell 

1 at all wbat was the matter. At last he
j heard one of them saying to another, 
There’s the man that eat the three black 
crow’s for his dinner-’ So you may be 
sure the honest man was greatly vexed 
at having his character taken away in that 
manner, and says be, ‘ if you don’t tell me at 
once who set that story agoing, may I never 
but I’ll swear agin you for deffymation.' So 
with that they told him, and be went straight 
to the man, and, says he, ‘ Wasn’t it a ehaine 
for you to go tell the neighbours that I eat 
three black crows, when you know well that 
I wouldn’t take a pound note and eat one of 
the dirty beasts.’ ‘ I never said so,’ said the 
man ; • I only said that you eat two black 
crows, and them bliggards exaggerated and 
made it three.’ But who told you such a 
story at all, at all ?’ says the man. ‘ Such 
a one in the next parish,’ says he. So the 
decent man went to the other fellow, and, 
says he, ‘ Isn't it a burning shame to have 
you setting a report through the country 
that 1 eat two black crows, and to have man 
and mother’s son laughing at me wherever 
I show my nose.' 1 never said such a thing,’ 
says he ; ‘ 1 only said that you eat one black 
crow ; and if you want any satisfaction you 
you may go to my father's brother's son for 
"twas be that told me.’ So the poor man 
went to him, and, says he, • What did I ever 
do to yon that you should make a hare of 
me through the parish, by saying thrt I eat 
a filthy black crow for my dinner ?’ ‘ 1 never 
said it all,’ says he ; ‘I only said ihat you 
had a fine turkey-cock, at black as a crow, 
that I-supposed you’d be eat in at Christ­
mas.’ So, my dear, there’s the siory of ihe 
three black crows.' ‘ And a very good in­
stance it is,’ says tbe Reader,1 of the danger 
of tracing to unwritten tradition. Not one 
of you,’ says he, ‘ would trust to it in the 
common affairs cf life, and isn’t it a queer 
thing to trust to in tbe most important mat­
ter of all, the salvation of your souls.’ But, 
says Andy, ‘ you’re speaking of stories hand­
ed down by sinful laymen, that are liable to 
mistakes and errors ; but the handing down 
that I speak of is done, as Dr. Milner tells 
us, * by holy priests and bishops, that can't 
go wrung.’ • Stop,’ says Mick, * he roust be 
wrong there ; for tbe poor man’s catechism 
tells us that tbe traditions are delivered 
from father to ton ; f and as the priests can’t 
be fathers, sure they can’t have sons.’ Well, 
says the Reader, ‘ that’s a funny argument 
any how; and maybe it’s yourselves that bave 
ibe traditions alter all’ But tbe boys de- 
c'ared that they hadn’t a single tradition to 
hand down to their sons. ‘ And by my word,’ 
says Mick, ‘ I'd rather band down a five 
pound note if I could ; for I think it would 
do the creatures more guod.’ But, says the 
Header, ‘ I’ve another argument against 
tbe idea that we’re not to trust to unwritten 
tradition for the doctrines of our religion 
God himself saw fit to write the ten com- 
mandments, and ordered Moses to write 
down the other precepts of the law, and He 
inspired Prophets and Apostles to write tbe 
rest of (he Bible ; and why do you think be 
did so?’ • I suppose,’ says Mick, ‘ because 
He ea* that ’twas needful.’ • It couldn’t be 
that,’ says Andy ; • for Dr. Milner says that 
the Christian religion could have been pre­
served without the Bible being written at 
all.' { ‘ So lie does,’ says (he Reader ; ‘ but
don’t you think that’s as much as saying that 
God did a very needless work when He in­
spired men to write the Bible?’ * Indeed,’ 
says Mick, ‘ it looks very much like it ; but 
for all,’ says he, ‘ I think God knew 
what was needful for us better than Dr. 
Milner.’ • Besides,’ says the Reader,
• that’s a foolish kind of argument. If God 
pleased He could have made us with one 
leg each ; and in like manner, He could 
have left us depending on unwritten tradi­
tion. But He hasn’t done either of these 
things : He has given us two good legs to 
make u»e of, and He has given us His writ­
ten word to guide ns; and we might just as 
well tie up one leg and hobble about on the 
other as trust to unwritten tradition while 
we have the written word of God.’ • I don't 
think St. Peter thought much of if,’ says 
Jerry ; ‘ for when be felt bis end approach­
ing he wrote his Epistle, and he says that he 
did so in order that ' after my decease also 
you may often have Whereby you may keep 
a memory of these things.'S Now, if un­
written tradition was as good as the written 
word he need’ot have troubled himself with 
writing it.’ ‘ There’s no doubt about it,’ 
says Mick ; ‘ and we’re only making fools of 
ourselves trying to prove that hearsay is as 
good evidence as writing. There's not one 
of us would trust to it for our farms, and 
why should we trust to it for our souls.’ 
‘ Well, say. Andy, ‘ I can afford to give up 
that point ; for, after all, our traditions a rent 
unwritten stories floating about in that way. 
They're written down safe in tbe decrees 
of councils and in Ibe writings of the fathers ’
* I see,’ says tbe Reader, that you've shifted 
your ground, and you're now going to defend 
tradition, using the word to signify doctrines 
which you say were taught by Christ and 
His Apostles, but not to be found in tbe 
Bible.' ’ Yea,’say» Andy, ‘ we’ve more than 
100 Urge volomns of them.’ • May be you’d 
bring tbem over some evening,’ says the 
Reader, ‘till we’d have a look at them.’ 
‘Man alive,’ says Andy, ‘a ccacb and four 
would’nt hold them ; and, besides, they d 
be no use to you, for they’re all in Greek 
and Latin.’ ' Have you got tbem at home / 
says the Reader. * Is it toughing at me you 
are,’ says Andy ; ‘ sore they’re worth thou­
sands of pounds, and are only to be got m 
some of the great libraries, and do you think 
tbe likes of md would have them.’ • Has 
the priest got tbem ?’ says the reader. ‘ No 
indeed,’ say# Andy; ‘for if be bad I'd have 
seen them.’ ‘And did’nt you ever see 
tbe things you’re talking so much about? 
says tbe Reader. ‘ Well,’ says Andy. ‘I 
allow that 1 never did see them, and I 
suppose 1 could’nt see tbem all nearer than 
Rome. • Well,’ says the Reader, ‘ even 
on your own showing your traditions 
most bn very useless things—they re in 
strange languages, so that no poor man
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could read them, and even if one was 
able to read tbem they’re so long that one 
could hardly get through them in a lifetime ; j 
and, lastly, they’re not to be bad.’ ‘ Bui,’ 
says Andy, ‘ our priests are taught them, 
and they teach them to us.'jj ' But,' says 
the Reader, * I won't receive those stories 
as the Word of God, unless I'm given some 
proof of it.’ ‘ Sure,’ says Andy, ‘ what 
Christ or His Apostles tpoke is as much the 
Word of God as wbat they wrole.'S ‘ Yes,’ j 
says the Reader, ‘ and wbat we want is, for 
you to prove that they really did tpeak your 
traditions. If you prove that we’ll believe 
tbem as firmly as if they were written in 
tbe Bible.’ • Sure,’ says Andy, ‘ St. John 
says, ‘ Many other signs also did Jesus in 
the sight of His disciples which are not 
written in this book.’** Now, doesn’t that 
show that we must have recourse to tradi­
tion to make up for wbat the Bible has 
omitted ?' ‘ No,’ says the Reader ; 1 for
tbe very next verse says, ‘ But these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, and that, believing, you\may hate 
life in His name.’ So that, instead of that 
verse proving tbe necessity of tradition, it 
proves that we don’t want anything more 
than is in the word of God.' ‘ I see by that,’ 
says Mick, “ that if traditions were in 
swarms forenentus they wouldn’t be wanted, 
for the Bible has enough in it for salvation.'
‘ That's just it.' says the Reader. ‘ We 
know that Christ did and said many things 
that aren't put down in tbe Bible ; but when 
God has put down as much as is needful to 
instruct us unto salvation,tt and to give 
eternal life.}} what more do we want ?'
• But,' says Andy, ' Dr. Milner tells us that 
St. Paul bid the people ‘ stand fast in tbe 
traditions’|§ ‘ That’s true,’ says the Reader,
' But does Dr. Milner tell us what those 
traditions were ?' ‘ No,’ says Andy, * he
doesn’t.’ ‘ And can you tell us what they 
we’re ?' savs the Reader. ‘ No, indeed,’ says 
Andy. ‘Then, isn’t it a bard thing,’ says 
the Reader, ‘ to ask us to believe things that 
you don’t know anything about yourselves ?'
• But,’ says Andy, “ I’m sure they’re some­
where among the'Traditions ; and if you re­
ceived them all you’d have those amongst 
tire lot.’ ‘ That wouldn’t do at all,’ says 
the Reader ; ‘ for even Dr. Milner admits 
that you have many fabulous traditions §|| 
amongst the number. So 1 won’t s*a!low 
them all at a mouthful in that way.’ ‘ But,’ 
says Jerry, • does Dr. Milner really say 
that some of our traditions are fabulous ?’
‘ Indeed be does,’ says the Reader. * There, 
you can look at it for yourself.’ ‘ It’s too 
true,’ says Jerry ; ‘ them's his very words.'
• But,' says Andy, ‘ St. John says that Christ 
did so many things that if they were all 
written down, ‘ the world itself could not 
contain the books that should be written SU 
Now all tbem things can't be in your little 
Bible ; so you must have recourse io tradi- 
tion for them.’ ‘ Well,’ says the Reader,
‘ if you tell me some of those things, and 
prove that Christ really said or did them, i'll 
believe them as firmly as if they were in my 
Bible.’ ‘ Ttiat’e fair,' says Mick ; so bring 
forward some of Christ’s sayings, and prove 
that He said it.* * I allow that I couldn’t do 
it,' says Andy. ‘ Then,’ says the Reader.
‘ .so’t it a hard thing to ask us to do what 
you can’t do yourselves, and to believe we 
don’t know wbat ?’ • But,’ says Andy.
• St. Paul says in his first Epistle to the 
Corinthians, ‘ I wrote unto you in an Epis­
tle.’*** Now, where is that epistle V ‘ 1 
don’t know,' says the Reader, • unless it’s 
the first Epistle itself.’ ‘ No,’ says Andy ;
‘ it refers to an epistle that isn't in tbe Bible 
at all.’ • Well.’ says the Reader, * pro jure 
it and III receive it.’ So ail the boys pres­
sed forward to see Andy produce the new 
epistle, but not a bit of it was forthcoming.
‘ What ails you at all?’ says Mick. Why 
don’t you produce it ?’ ‘ Well,’ says Andy,
• the truth is, I haven’t it.’ ‘ You scheming 
vagabond what makes you be humbugging 
us in that way, talking about ao epistle as if 
you bad it in your pocket, and not knowing 
one bit about it at tbe time.’ 1 That shows 
us,’ says tbe Reader, ‘of how little use your 
traditioos are—there’s a whole epistle lost 
(according to Andy’s account), and your tra­
ditions weren’t able to save it. Tbe short and 
the long of it is that we’ve no certainty of any 
traditions but the written traditions in the 
Bible. If you've others bring tbem f orward, 
and prove them, and we’ll receive them.'
• That’s fair,' says Mick, ‘ and you couldn’t 
ask more of any reasonable man.’ ‘ Our 
blessed Lord,’ sajs Jerry, * seemed to be 
greatly against traditions. He said to the 
Jews, ‘ Why do you also transgress the com­
mandments of God by your traditions ? * 
and again, ‘ You have made void tbe com­
mandments of God for your traditions.”—
‘ Yes,’ says the Reader, ‘ aod isn’t it a re 
markable thing that tbe only tradition that 
gained ground amongst the early Christians 
turned out to be a false one f Christ sai l 
one thing, and they added to it, until at last 
it became like the story of 'the three black 
crows.’ ‘ But,’ says Andy, ‘ sure the Bible 
speaks of traditions.' * Y es,’ says the Read­
er, ‘and generally with disapprobation- But 
to set the matter at rest, bring forth a tradi­
tion and prove that Christ or the Apostles 
spoke it, aod i’ll receive it ; but until you do 
that I’ll stick to my Bible, and I’d advise you 
to do the same.’ ’ Tradition or no tradition.’ 
say s Jerry, ‘ one thing is plain, that tbe Bible 
by itself can ‘ instruct us unto saltation, t 
aod wbat more do we want ?' ‘ True for you,' 
says the boys ; ‘ what more do we wan’ ?’ 
And so I says myself, Mr. Editor, what 
more do we want ?

Your humber servant to command.
Dan Cabthv.
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Catholic Church in Mexico.
I have stated before, that the Roman 

church, having had undivided and undis­
puted possession of Mexico for 300 years, 
should be regarded as having attained, there, 
its highest state of perfection, and as having 
done all for a people that it can do. It has 
enjoyed the exclusive favor of He govern- 
meat, both under tbe Spamsh rule and un- 
der tbe Republican constitution. “ h“ naa 
the full benefit of its two great engines c! 
dominion—the Jesuits and tbe Inquisition. 
All the people, as a result of this, re* 
piste; auTfrom the generals to the leperw,

are stanch worshippers of the “ Lady of 
Guadeloupe." But their social and civil 
condition is debased arid wretched, thçir 
poverty being the result of Ibe church's en­
richment Their intelligence in religion is 
indicated by the remark of one of them, that 
appears to have expressed a common senti­
ment : “ True,” said he to an Eoglish gen- 
man, “ we have three very good Spanish 
gods, but we might have been allowed to 
keep a few of those of our ancestors.” A 
letter from a distinguished officer to one of 
the departments at Washington, was pub­
lished some years ago, in which he says, 
“ This country is a nation of Indiana.— 
Some foreigners and Spani.-h Indians (a 
mixed race) have the wealth and control ; 
but the great mass ot the peop.e are Indians. 
Their spirits have been broken and cowed 
by barsb treatment, sod they now labour, 
work and die for their masters. There is 
no slavery tfîat I bare seen, equal to it.”— 
The eloquent Macau ley says, ot the conquer­
ors of Mexico, “ Avarice stimulated zeal ; 
and zeal consecrated avarice ; proselytes and 
gold mines were sought with equal ardour."

And what good has been done to the peo­
ple by all this engineering of u false and op­
pressive religion i The most that has been 
done, towards helping tbe poor Mexican to 
heaven, consists in having ptoe d beyond his 
reach the common objects of flrong earthly 
attachment—wealth, liberty, and social com­
fort. The impulse referred to by Macau ley 
was not a transient or accidental one ; it is 
the primum mobile of their entire system ; 
the main-spring of the machinery that works 
in all times and climes, where the Jesuits, 
the disciplined soldiery of the cavalier priest, 
are found. The predominating principle of 
the Romish church, this compound of zeal 
and avarice, checked in its sway and strip­
ped of its emoluments in western Europe, 
followed the Spanish conqueror to a western 
world, where it has, for 300 years,ruled and 
rioted amid the wealth and weakness of the 
Mexicans.

A Protestant, accustomed to pay five or 
ten dollars a year for the support Of a pas­
tor, and half as much for other religious 
purposes, finds it difficult to conceive bow 
the Roroi-h church acquires its enormous 
wealth — its splendid establishments, its 
lands, tenements, and revenues. It results 
from a variety of means employed. Rills, 
rivulets, and rivers are tributary to this 
broad Dead Sea, and lose themselves in its 
mysterious depths- The pretended succes­
sors of that Peter who paid tribute for him­
self and his master to tbe king» of tbe earth 
have issued a decree that all the world shall 
pay tribute to them. Sydney Smith’s ludi­
crous account of the taxation ol England car­
ries the account no further than to tbe marble 
under which the liege subject reposes, after 
a life in which every article of luxury and 
convenience has paid its percenlum to the 
Government. But ibe case of tbe unhappy 
Romanist is worse than this ; from bis birth 
to bis burial, and for an indefinite period be­
yond, he is suhjecyd to ihe'exr.ctioo» of his 
rapacious step-mother, the church. Coining 
into the world under the baleful star of what 
Archbishop Whaleley calls a “ vicarious 
religion,” in which Ibe priest is bis sponsor 
and substitute, and' he himself has no fuoc- 
ijon but payment and penance, be finds bis 
religion ralber an easy but cosily commodi­
ty. Every tbiog constituting and connected 
with his religion is bought and sold ; prayers, 
baptism, confirmation, repeated absolutions, 
unction, burial—all having a price annexed. 
He pays to be made a Christian by the ap­
plication of consecrated water ; he pays at 
the confessional, where he ought rather to 
receive compensation for the entertainment 
he gives to his confessor ; he pays for the 
application of oil to give him a smooth egress 
out of the world ; he pays to get bis body 
into tbe tierra fria (cold country) of the 
grave ; and be pays to get his soul out ol 
tbe tierra caliente (hot country ) of purga­
tory.

Add to these sources of revenue, the traf­
fic in indulgences, and in telics, and in 
charms and amulets ; and the matter of le­
gacies, not likely to be neglected while the 
priest holds both the conscience and the des­
tiny of the dying, in his control; add the 
“ mile of the million’’ gathered through tbe 
agency of the different orders of “ Sisters" 
and “ Brotherhoods and it is easy to per­
ceive how revenues will swell and accumu­
late. To my mind, it is no mystery.— 
Think of six and even twelve dollars a year, 
as a regular tax, borides occasional fees, 
from a common railroad labourer. Think 
of five or ten cents for admission to a church 
on the Lord’s Day. It is no mystery that 
the Roman Catholic people are poor and 
the church rich in Mexico or any where else. 
The splendid churches and the squalid hab­
itations account for each other satisfactori­
ly. The perfection of tbe system is seen in 
Mexico, the beginnings ere seen here. Ob- 
sta principals. J. F. M.

Christian Instructor,

Religious Intelligent.

Religion in Italy.
The following Statements, abridged from 

a letter to tbe London Record from a cor­
respondent in Sardinia, will be read with in­
terest by those wjio are watching tbe pro­
gress of tbe gospel in Italy :

“ Since 1848, the Lord has been doing a 
great work in Italy. Tens ot thousands of 
the copies of the Bible have been circulated 
so widely that probably there *re not many 
villages in the north where there ate not 
copies. The Italian converts have received 
their first earnest impressions of religion 
directly from tbe Bible alone, and finding its 
whole character ao totally unlike the religion 
of the priests, they have naturally receded 
as far as possible from Popery in everything, 
and inclined to adopt no usage, and receive 
no sentiment which they did not themselves 
find laid down by tbe Word of God.

“ This is the peculiarity of the movement. 
Having no guide, they meet tog'tber to study 
and to pray. There is great simplicity, and 
an extensive,if not deep,acquaintance with 
divine truth in these inquiries. The Italian 
mind is quick of apprehension, and, from its 
poetic character, seizes at once the meaning 
ot the parabolic teaching of our Lord, and 
as we may suppose, delights to study the 
prophecies which tell of tbe future coming 
and glory of the Saviour. What it is de­
ficient in is organization. And this is one 
of the great difficulties of the movement. 
Emancipated from the bondage of a ritualis­

tic Church, they instinctively shrink from 
what may appear to footer formality- Their 
great work seems to he to keep as closs as 
possible to tbe Word of God. Rescued by 
the grace of God from the trammels of 
Rome, they -eem not yet prepared tc adopt 
the organization o‘ tbe Waldensian Church, 
or any other. They do not undervalue the 
distinguished missions!» labours of that 
Church, when the Christianity of Europe 
was in the condition of spiritual death, and 
the noble testimony it bore for the truth of | 
God against the errors of Rome ; but they 
do not feel at liberty to form a part of it.

“ Tbe Italians are intensely Italian, and ! 
they do not regard the Waldensians as 
Italians, because they use the French Ian- j 
guage. From their want of organization 
the Italian Christians have been accused of 
Plymouthism, but the charge is wboly un-1 
just. Many have visited tbeir stations, ex- j 
amined their work, attended their worship, J 
held conversations with their leaders, who 
protest against the injustice of the charge.— 
Englishmen,clergy and laity, have visited ! 
their stations, who are satisfied and greatly j 
delighted with the spiritual tone of the min- j 
istry, and the earnest, devoted labors of the 
evangelist, and also with the progress of the 
work, it may be the part of wisdom to let 
them work out for themselves, with the help 
of the Bible, a form of church government, 
as was the case in Germany, France, and 
Switzerland, at the time of the Reformation. 
Let them first receive the truth in its power, 
and attain to a high degree of spirituality 
of *mind, and then they will be fitted for 
the details of organization divested of ihe 
selfishness, prejudice, and passion which, 
alas, enter too much into discussions on the 
circumstantials of religion There is an 
halo around this classic and aposto ic land, 
which is calculated to enlist our interest in 
its behalf. And the student of prophecy re­
gards it as the scene of terrible judgments 
which shall precede and usher in tbe coming 
of the Son of Man. The cry is now going 
forth, Come out of the spiritual Babylon, 
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and 
that ye receive not of her plagues ’’

Basle Missionary Society.
The anniversaries in Basle, Swi.zerland, 

mentioned in tbe following extract cf a let­
ter to the London Times, were held the last 
week in July. The writer says :

“ Great and noble assemblies have been 
held at Basle to celebrate tbe anniversaries 
of the religious societies established in that 
city. I will speak of tbe Society of Mu­
sions, whose fete continued two days, the 
meetings being prolonged eight hours on 
each, the audience filling to the very cor­
ners the vast churches of the city.

Tbe report of the Secretary, Rev. M. 
Joaenhaus, was rich in facts and in senti­
ments of the highest interest- Four years 
since the Society found itself in a financial 
position very menacing in regard to the 
prosecution of its work. With an income 
of three hundred thousand francs, it could 
no longer go on, and it then said to its 
friends, • Our receipts must be doubled, or a 
portion of our labours must be shopped.’— 
This year the income has exceeded 622,- 
000f; it has, therefore, in a few years, more 
than doubled. Seventy students are pre­
paring for their holy vocation ; from thirty 
to Ion y children of Missionaries are brought 
up, with parental care, in a separate estab­
lishment ; the entire missionary family is 
composed of more than two hundred per­
sons, without reckoning the numerous na­
tive evangelists and teachers who are. at tbe 
service ol the society. The principal mis­
sionary fields cultivated by the society are 
Western Atr ca, India, China, and the Ger­
man population of America. Nine new 
missionaries have this year been set apart 
lor tbe work, and are on the way to their 
various destinations.

Native Christians in Ceylon.
A correspondent of the London Watch­

man, writing from Ceylon, speaks of tbe 
utility ot missionary labour and the liberali­
ty of native converts t litis : ‘'It has been 
my privilege to visit mission stations in 
various parts of the world, but 1 do not 
recollect on any occasion so fully realizing 
the utility of missionary labour as 1 did in 
that chapel at Mnrotta, toward the erection 
of which the native inhabitants, though of 
the poorer class, had contributed above three 
hundred pounds I did not witness an in­
stance of indecorum in dress, manner, or be­
havior, though the congregation was com­
posed entirely of natives, not a single Euro­
pean, except missionaries and ourselves, be­
ing present. The females were modestly 
attired in short muslin jackets of soowy 
white, with skirts of English manufacture, 
tbe difference of rank being apparent by the 
greater or less prolusion of jewelry worn on 
tbe necks and arms, and by the gold and sil­
ver ornaments which adorned tbeir hair. I 
believe in Morotta alone there are upward 
of three hundred and sixty members of the 
society, and interesting anecdotes were re­
lated to us by the native minister, Peter de 
Zylra, illustrative of their zeal and liberali­
ty. Or one poor family whom we called 
upon, the father and his two sons engaged to 
give seven pounds, provided they might bave 
twelve months in which to pay it. The 
daughter, a young girl, offered to give two, 
but as she had no vUible means of obtaining 
money, the minister scrupled to place her 
name on the list of contributors ; she burst 
into tears and said, ‘ O, sir, I must give two 
pounds.’ ‘But,’ replied he ‘ how can you, 
Christina ?’ ‘ O,’ she said, ‘ I will get a pig 
and feed it. and that will sell for ten dollars, 
and 1 will do needle-work, for.wbich I shall 
get something, and I will extract tbe oil 
from cocoa-nuts and sell it, and if you will 
give me five months longer I am sure I can 
raise two pounds.’ He left her somewhat in­
credulous, but she set about the work in 
earnest, raised the sum within the stipulated 
time, and then died in peace. Everywhere 
tbe fields are white unto the harvest, but 
the labourers are few.”

Woman—Reading.—The power of find­
ing enjoyment io reading is above all price, 
particularly m a woman. A full mind is a 
great safeguard to virtue and happiness in 
every situation of life. Multitudes of peo­
ple do wrong from mere emptiness of mind 
and want of occupation.—Mrs. Child.

(5mcrnl ittisccllcmn.

Is it Come ?
Tb« following m a porm fh&t attracted th* ettontioa

cf tbe Mirante <>f Luouadi wu# uud induct'd him to make 
a present ot £100 to the aulhore»». Mi** ► rar.ee» Brown. 
— Kdiubur#[h Laaie»’ Own

I» it come ? they said on ihe bank* of the Nile, 
Who looked Io- tbe world's lon£-promised

day.
And caw bat tbe strife of Egypt's toil

With tbe desert’s sAnds and the granite gray. 
From the pyramid temple and the treasured 

dead,
We vainly ask for her wisdom's plan ;

They tell us of the >Uve and tyrant’s dread — 
Yet there was hope when that day began.

The Chaldee came with hi* starry lore,
That built up Babylon's crown and creed ; |

Ai d bricks were stamped on tbe Tigris shore 
With signs which our sages scarce can read. 

From Ninos* Temple to Nimrod’s Tower 
e The rale of the old East’s empire spread, 

Unreasoning faith and unquestioned power— 
But still, Is it come ? the Watcher said.

The light of the Persian’s worshipped flame,
The ancient bondage its splendor threw ;

And once on the West a sunrise came,
When Greece to her freedom's trust was 

true.
With drt-ams to the utmost ages dear.

With human gods and with godlike men,
No marvel the far off day seemed near 

To eyes that looked through her laurels

iae men,
war X
laurels t^en.

The Romans conquered and reveled, too,
Till honor and faith and power were gone,

And deeper old Europe’s darkness grew 
As wave after wave the Goth came on.

The gown waft learning, the sword was law,
The people served in the oxen’s stead ;

But ever some gleam tbe Watcher uaw,
And evermore, I» it come ? they Mid.

Poet and Seer that question caught 
, Above the din of life’s fears and frets ;

It marched with letters—it toiled with thought 
Through schools and creeds which the earth

forget a j
And statesmen tri^e, and priests deceive,

And traders barter our world away ;
Yèt hearts to that golden promise cleave,

And still, at times, It is come ? they *ay.

The days of the nation bear no trace 
Of all the sunshine so far foretold !

The cannon speaks in the teacher’s place—
The age is weary with work and gold ;

And higher hopes wither, and memories wane— 
On hearths and altars the fires are dead ;

But that brave faith hath hot lived m vain ; 
And this is all that our Watcher said.

Powers of the English Language.
Scholars speak of tbe English language 

as in itself a power. No people have spoken 
it, or can speak it, but a powerful people. 
No other language equals it. With a liw 
and genius of its own, ii levies, contributions 
upon all other languages, and incorporates 
the power and beauty, the heart and core, 
of every other tongue into it. For perspi­
cuity and force, for elegance and smoothness, 
poetry and science, metaphysics and theo­
logy, tbe pulpit or the forum, the senate or 
tbe bar, for any and ev-ry use, there is no 
other language which equals it. By the 
use of this common language, our country is 
bound together by a c.uiiouu sympathy ; 
and by the same means—unity oi language 
—we are allied to the most powerful nations 
of the earth. The English language is 
rapidly spreading into all land-, and will, 
according to present indications, soon be­
come the language of commerce in all na­
tions. Tbe English and Americans are in 
the East Indies, in Australia, at the Cape of 
Good Hope, on the coast of China ; in Asia, 
Africa, Europe, and America ; on all con­
tinents, seas and island* along all lines of 
travel, where they find or leave some who 
speak the language. The English language 
has a veritable power of expression, such as, 
perhaps, never stood at the command of any 
other language of men. Its highly spiri'uitl 
genius and wonderfully happy development 
and condition, have been the result ol a sur- 
prisingly intimate union of the two noblest 
languages in modern Europe, the Teutonic 
and the Romanic It is well known in what 
relation these two stand to one another in 
the English tongue—the former supplying, 
in far larger proportion, the material ground­
work ; the latter, the spiritual conceptions. 
In truth, the English language, which by 
no mere accident has produced and upborne 
the greatest and predominant poet of modern 
times, as distinguished from the ancient 
classical poetry (I can, of course, only mean 
Shakespeare), may, with all right, be called 
a world language, and, like the English 
people, appears destined hereafter to prevail 
with a sway more extensive even than its 
present over all the portion» of the globe. 
For in wealth, good sense, and clos- ness of 
structure, no other of tbe Imguagra at this 
day spoken deserves to be compared with it, 
not even our German, which is torn, even as 
we are torn, e-d must first rid itself of many 
defects before it can enter boldly into the 
lists as a competitor with the English.— 
Jacob Grimm

to rest-: t.ir a long time the approaches ol
■Jeep. S ude; , whose lucubrations oc­
cupy a considerable portion ot the nighty 
find a great increase ol the vigilance and 
vicor o' th- ir tacuities, derived from the use 
of both coffee and tea- la fact, the long 
habit of drinking these articles renders us 
>o dependent on them for the power of keep­
ing the ii -n.i awake aod active, that a change 
from th-' tn to any oilier kind of diet creates 
iu most persons, at least lor a time, a drow­
siness and dullness of intellect. Hence it is 
common to hear milk and chocolate accused 
of creating sleepiness—an efleet which arises 
not from any real soporific influence in those 
art.cles, but Irwin the change ol diet, and 
the want ol the customary stimulus of coffee 
and leu —l ire Turks and Arabians consume 
large quantities ot cotiei, beesuse it acts as 
an antidote tu the stupelj ing effects of opium, 
to the abuse otuwjioh those nations are gene­
rally addicted. It has already been men­
tion. d, that perhaps no antidotal tubs tance 
exerts so powerful uu agency in counteract­
ing the effect not only ol opium, but of 
alcohol and tire whole u.be of narcotics, as 
a reasonable draught ol strong coffee.

Many complaints hate been ascribed to 
the frequent and excessive use of Coffee, 
such as tiemors, headache, vertigo and some 
more serious disorder* 1 heae complaints 
are mo.-1 apt to appear when coffee has been 
taken alone, without a sufficient quantity of 
nourishment uccoutpanj mg it. It is com- 
inou lot physicians, m the course of practice, 
to hear coi lplaints ol sinking al the stomach, 
universal iretuhiing ol the limbs, and a lose 
of muscular power, coming on at eleven or 
twelve in lire morning, and incapacitating 
the patient lor;business. These complaints 
I have, in more than half the instances which 
have cotire utnrer my notice, been able to 
trace tu n cop or two ot strong coffee, or 
perhaps It a, Insen tor Incaklast, without a 
particle ol nourishment, oral least without e 
sufficient quantity to support the system, 
during untl after the stimulent operation of 
these active liquids I h-.ve generally found 
these complaints to be most effectually re­
lieved by the simple remedy of eating, and 
cuied either by increasing the quantity and 
quality ot ^nourishment taken m the rooro- 
tng, or by exchanging the coffee for cocoa, 
chocolate or milk —Dr Rigelow.

The Morning Dram.
A practising lawyer, now one of the best 

exam pi* s t.l- a wise, Christian judge, tunny 
years a; >, while busily pursuing the prac­
tice of Iu - protrusion, contracted that ugly 
at,J limnsnugeahie disease, " chill and le­
ver,” wjereti n.tusts the swamps and streams 
of our country. Various remedies Were 
suggested and tried, hut all to no purpose. 
At length bis physician, who had no tem­
perance scruples, advised the regular use of 
a ••morning tiratn ’ a- the only possible 
means of eradicating the disease. His pa­
tient W.is n muri ot temperate habits, but 
having no Ivors that he would be in any 
ciuiiet r I rum the prescription, némed.ately 
procured the necessary ingredients for his 
nice mora.og dram It was Well flavored, 
ali i lor a fortnight the prescription waa 
strictly attended to. I’crhaps it became 
more and mom palatable every morning, 
without the patient perceiving it. About 
the i xpiration of that time, one morning ho 
jumped out of lied, and with most inordinate 
haste, e..tnmeneed dressing as if the house 
was on fi-e. No startling cry was however 
heard, and yet. it would have been amusing 
to have seen the urgent burry he manifested 
m getting on his pants. Iqnck^p* thought 
his cravat was adjusted, and his comb and 
brush were applied in hot haste to arrang­
ing his hair. “ What,” sad be, to himself, 
“am 1 in such a hurry about? No urgent 
client demanded his immediate attention IO 
business, no cause of alarm disturbed him, 
ancf yet hi spite of the almost total absence 
of any claim, he was nearly crazy to get hie 
clothes ori. Immediately he solved tbe pro­
blem thus : “ It is simply to get the dram. 
It is about to become my master. I will 
not be its slave J and from this moment I 
will not v.urh it.” Happy decision. He 
quickly na-sed out of his room but said noth- 
ing. At breakfast bis thoughtful wile said
to him. “ Mr.--------- . you have forgotten
your dram ?” • No, madam, 1 have not,"
raid ire, “ but wife, did you not observe my 
extreme Ire.tie to get on my clothes this 
murrnng ? 1 found it was to get the dram ;
1 taw it was about to master me, ai d I have 
resolved te ver to touch it." Aod be did 
hot. To this day Ire is a bright, if not a rare 
ex impie, of a sober, wise, and excellent 
judge.— Spirit of the. Age

Coffee,
During the extensive trial which has been 

made all over the world, as to the effect of 
coffee upon the health, no small diversity of 
opinion has existed in regard to its specific 
powers. Of tbe properties ascribed to it, 
two seem better established than any others. 
These are its property of digestion, and that 
of obviating drowsiness. Coffee, when 
uken into the stomach, usually creates a 
pleasing sense of vigor in that organ ; it 
moderates alimentary fermentation, lakes off 
the feeling of distention end heaviness occa­
sioned by over-eating, counteracts in some 
degree the fumes of wine, and produces a 
lightness and hilarity of mind, more mode­
rate but more permanent than that occasioned 
by vinous oix spirituous liquors. The cus­
tom, derived from the French, of drinking 
coffee after dinner, is beneficial, and power­
fully promotes lb«i process of digestion. It 
is known to epicures of most countries that 
a cup of strong coffee, at the end of some 
hours spent at the tabU, enables them to 
continue their functions, both of body and 
mind, to a greater extent than would Lave 
been done under any other assistance.

It is well known that coffee is strongly
proactive of watchfulness, and enables us

> Editorial Life.
The Nashville Christian Advocate has a 

few remsils which have been repeatedly II. 
lustrated in the experience of Editors. We 
commend th-m to the consideration of all 
cone- me-!. The Advocate says :

“ We have Log been casting about to find 
the bright side of editorial life. The press 
is a modern invention, and those who super­
intend it inherit none of the promises, ex­
cept constructively. ‘ You made several 
friends by that article in the Advocate,’ said 
one ‘ Yes, and lout several,’ was the reply. 
Such is editorial 1 fe, that if, on striking the 
balance, we can keep even, it is counted 
pretty fair business in the way of making 
friends. Happily, however, that is no tbe 
main thin".

“ Many readers will go along with you, in 
the best humor and approbation, until some 
one position is taken, or some one word is 
written [against tin ir cherished opinions.] 
Then they forget all the righteousness the 
editor hath done. It is a trial of nerve to 
make a cool calculation to lore a friend, and 
that, too, pro bono jrubltco.

“ Others there ate (God bless tbem !) who 
! take a paper, as a tnau does his wife, for bet- 
1 ter or Jot worse. Dealing with each, there 
-is hope. They give you time to defend • 
position, or wait for you fo make it good. 
They allow for a full evolution of truth.”

Count the cost. No man should edit a 
Religions paper, who will consent to sacrifice 
or withhold important truth, or countenance 
error, lor the sake ot pleasing his party, or 
his friends, or tbo majority of his Church. 
Truth, unmixed, untainted by error, is far 
more important to the community than gold 
or friends can lie to any man.

Indulging in dangerous' pleasures is like 
licking honey Irotn a knife, and getting eut 
with the edge.—Burmese Proverb.
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