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Catholic Rmci

GOWDON, SATURDAY, DEC. 11, 1886,
+ REPUBLIOAN POLICY,

L'Etendard reproduces from M. G. de Ia

' Tour & r¢markable articleon French Re.

pablican policy : What policy bave you
foe two yoars followed, you pretended lib-
erals of the republican majority 7 A Jacob-
fnical poiicy which tends to hand over
France to the anarchists, your implacable
foes. This will be your punishment, an
inevitable punishment, if the conservatives
do not relieve you from the consequences
of your error. You attack the men and
the creeds and the ivstitutions which pre-
serve Vrance from auarchy and you sup-
port the factious that have chosen the
blood staincd  banner of pillage
and devastation. Overbearing towards
the .right, you bow humbly to the
extrews left, you seek its alliance, say-
ing, unite with us against God and the
believers in God! All rights proceed
from the (rod whom you aliow to be blas.
phewed in Parliament, all true liberties
proceed from these rights, and apart
from thiese there is naught but a waste
of the country's resources by an abuse
of numerical strength, Theretore 1t is
that your policy 1s all the more tyranni
cal as it becomes more prououncedly
atheist. The radicals sffirm that the
world has 100 long walked on its feet
and now pretead o force it Lo walk on

its bead, They fully understand, how.
ever, just what they waat, the
upturniog of society, the forced
equalzation of education and of
fortunes, tne coufiscation of my
end my weighboring property, and

this is why they sitack religion, which
is, of course, opposed to the accomplish-
ment of thewr desigus. You see in the
Christian faith but an obstacle to your
ompipotence, and you thercfore seek o
dechii-uan.ze the naticn, The radicals
fight us with open eyes, but you blindly
assail (be Curistian who with this faith
protectis
and altack
Christisnity, our social fulure on earth
and under the earth, by open trenches,
and subterrdnean spproscles, advauc-
ing little by little unul the opporluve
moment omes for the explosion and the
aggault,  You have thus been preparing
for seven years the decisive attack on

your families, your properties
the public peace. You

réligious instruction. You finally suc
ceod ia your purpose by menus of the
Goblet act, whereby the public schools
and the souls of the people’s children
aré bauded over to you. The religious
will be everywhere replaced by a luy
teacher, who will cost more and teach
Jees, but who will nct #s your elecioral
sgen(—the encmy at ouce of the presby-
tery eud the Castle, and bring up a gen-
eration of free-thinkers, The good and
devoted nua will be driven from the
schoo! (o which she wished to devoie
berlife. Ia the poor county municipali.
tien it will not be possible to establish
privats achoois, which in any aud every
cuse wust be subject to your funclion:
ariee and your councils, Your victory
over the consciences of the poorer
olasees is complete, you have seized oa
the education of their children, The
mejority of- the wunicipalities wouid,
had they been consulted, have pro-
tepted against your proscriptions and
againet «xorbitant
nflict on thom, for

the

o ou

country

places the religion is yet practiced which

tuxation you |

you waste. The unbeliover is incapable
of hamanity,

St Vincent of Paul alone founded
more institutions of charity than all the
lodges of Freemasons combined. The
sufferings of the people concern you
little and you take little notice of their
wishes. Do you respeoct these wishes at
the polls 7 Do you leave the electors
free in their choice! Do youabide by the
results of universal sufirage ! No, b.ut
you declare inadmissable caudidaiures
opposed to yonr policy. You invalidate
a hundred elections for one flimsy
cause or another, If a priest supports
a candidate youat once come to the con-
clusion that all priests have done like-
wise, and taereupon nullify the elec.
tion of & man against whom you had
sent forth an army of officials and politi-
cal tricksters. Your predecessors, the
Jacobins, practiced still better their
style of radical freedom of election.
They removed by deportation or by the
scatfold obnoxious candidates aud the
Journalists thatsupported them.

1t is by the oppression of conscience
and the restriction of liberty for good
that you pretend to conmsolidate your
power and strengthen the republic. For
your cflicials there is no longer either
security or dignity, You have destroyed
the independence of the judiciary sand
created an exceptional jurisdiction
subservient to your passions, These
passious declare themselves in the cholice
of your diplomatic sgents; it is to perse.
cuting atheists that you contide the
protection of French and Catholic in-
terests in the extreme east, You assail
in France in their constitution, in their
recruiting and their support, these
mwissionaries who everywhere bring to
our country the most precious assistance,
Fiscal oppressiou completes your ad-
ministrative failures; you destroy private
fortunes, and ruin the resourc:s of the
country, You should have lightened
the burdens icvilicted by a
whose evils you cruely aggravated,
but these charges you have fooli

war

14} "y ullg
wented until to-day you kuow not how
buve 80 loug eundeavored to conceal.
Your tinancial management has already
costFrance six milliarde(6,000,000 000 fr, )
and still you threaten the couutry with
au intolerate incresse of taxes,
This policy is leading you infallibly to
radical government. Take ye care—for
weare not alone in uttering this warning
“We are very close to the Commune,”
said Jules Simon, oue of your former
chiefs, whose advice you should Lave
taken, If the commune does come, you
will bleed under the lash of the radicala,
your accomplices in the oppressions of
which you are guilty, You will then see
how much good there was among the
clericals. Bad as is your government
the latter would gladly find something
in its course to applaud and support.
Your blind toily robs them of every hope
in this direction. Nothing but a Catlio-
lic and Conservative reaction can pre-
vent your policy from working its inevit-
able end, the destruction of our couutry.

COELCION AGAIN,

In a remarkable article entitled :
“What Michael Davitt sayz,” the Boston
Pilot of the <ih inst, publishes some of
the opiuions of that trusted, true, and
hionored patriot, collected from iater-
views, sowe ol wuich have vever been

!
| given the public before, Mr. Daviit,
{

you wish to desiroy; 1 an lmmense ;
things, cays ;
number of communes there is wot a| ™ ; I
X A 3 s Tuat the prosecution of William
single atheist—but you admit the

vights  of but free.thiukers,
Soon too, perchance, you will expel ihe

nooe

chaplains of your lyceums, and have the

history of religion taught in this as it is

in your supetior courses of Parie, where
Malioniet and Confucius are compared

to Jesus Christ. May you not churge M

Renan with toeorganization of tais Yem.
of thought and of worals ?
Your chief and capital purpose is to teach
successive generations that there is no
@od—ne eternal justice to recompense
thefaithful believer who lives in rectitude
lo taking away from
mun the hope of another life, do you, on

ancipaiion”

and sincerity.

the other hend, ameliorate his terres-

O'Brien and Joha Dillon by the Toiies
would be good news for the Nationaliets,
as it would oryetailize popular indigua-
tion sngainst the suppiession of legal
agitaion; and the Government could not
have selected two more popular men to
fix the nation’s attention.

He saye that the extraordinary wel-
come he recetved in the leading cities of
Canada, from French as weil as Irish,
was one of the sign:ficant features of his
present tour,

He says Gladstone’s work for lreland
has been so thoroughly doue that even
the dezth of this great statesman could
unotimpeae the progiess ol the move-
ment,

He says Lord Roseberry is the man who
will step to the front in Englaud us a great
Liberal leader when Mr. Gladstone retires
Roseberry, though a lcrd, is at heart a

trial existence ? Do you make the sound man of the people, who would be
nation prosperous and the people glad to see the House of Lords abolished.
materially bappy ?  Ob, no, indeed ! He tays that the Irish land question can
In the country today  we | Dever be settled eatisfactorily until it is

find naught but discouragement and
desolation. You persist in protecting
the foregin producers as against the French
farmer, whose heavy and unceasing labor
can not any longer guarantee the support
of his family. In the city factories, you
bave not been able to do aught but excite
combinations and strikes among the work-
men, as fatal to themselves as to our
indastry, Our uational industries are de-
clinivg and the strenger is fast gettiong
hold of our markets,
hospitals the sick workingman no lunger
receives the kindly attention of the religi-
ous, no word of cousolation any longer

asusges his eufferings, for the costly

mercevaries that you now employ feel
towards the sick, uacoucealed fear and die-
gust. It is faith that begets charity and
creatis those works of benevolence, those
elcauoryuary establishments whose pure
prse you coatzadict and whose resources

In many of our

settled by the Irish Parlivment,

He sa) s the puicuase of land by tenants
at the twenty years’ purchase rate, is folly
un the farmers’ part and robbery on the
landlorde’.

He says he will break all engagements
in America sud return at once to Ireland
if the National League is suppressed, He
does not think, however, that it will be
suppressed.

He says that coercion must fail in
Irelund as it failed before; and that its
ouly ettect will be to strengthen rather
than retard the cause.

There is no man of observation in the

old or new world who doee not perceive

government, laigely icfluenced by the
needy and grasping landlord, himself
hard pressed by the Jew money lenders,
upon whose usurious loans he buys him-
self the pleasures and pastimes that
have made the Irish aristocracy odious
to the world, is likely to be driven into
snother trial of coercion. The peojle

to measure the sccumulated deficits you |

according to the Piut, amongst other |

that coercion must be a failure, but the |

'

of Ireland now see that the landlords are
completely at their meroy and will not be
forced into paying -them exorbitant
rents. The very threats of the offi-
cial press have stimulated the “mo
rent not s just remt” movement, and
the landlords will get mothing
if they refuse to take what is fair, Dea.
patches from Londcn aunounce the agra-
risn war of 1686, the most furmidable
ever known, and that if the governmwent is
60 ill-advised as to prove by its action that
it intends to fight the National League,
the eud of the struggle will be the irre.
trievable ruin of the landlords. The
Liberal party in Eogland s 4
ucit in its oppositicn to coercion,
which will be fought to the very bitter
eud in the coming session of Parliament,
With a divided Cabinet and a weak die-
connected feeling in Parliament, the Sal-
isbury-Courchill combinativn does pot
give promise of a long life. Any attempt
at coercion will bring about a min-
ieterial crisis and force the early recall of
Mr, Gladstoue to power. Coercion will
assuredly hasten aud not retard Howme
Bule.

THE SCHOOL QUESTION.

We begin this week the publication of
the letters to the Right Rev, Dr. Cleary,
Bisbhop of Kingston, on the school ques
tion, This question—:ver an impostant
oné—huns assumed a new measure of
actuslity, by the astaults of the M ail on
the Cathiolics generally and on the con-
stitution of the country, Tie letters,
began this week, will cover a period of
six or eight weeks, and will, we thiuk,
{fully cover the ground held in view by
their wiiter, viz, the demoustration of
the inferior position held in the matter
of education by the Catnolics of Ontario
a8 compared wilh the minorities in other
Provinces,

MR, WILLIAM U

Tiere are few men wh

,ur more effectivuate hold oun ihe Irish

Mal 1
AUGAIOW aLd st more re

M.

satly for S_uth

Tyroue O'Biiew's parliamentary

|

| career was brief, but extensively servic

| al His speecn on Mr,
I Gladstone's Home Rale Bill would alune

entitle bim to eveclasting yratitode, His
vame havieg been mentivned ia conuec-
tion with the representation of Suuth Sligo,

Mr. O'Brien has writtea to the

Jowrnal explaiving bis imtection not to
enter Parlament at present :
Dublin, Nov. 11,

DEaR 81R—One of the news ageucies
has ciiculated a repoit (an erronesus one,
as appears from your admirable report)
that Mr., Sexton ennounced st Bunuinad-
den on Tuesday that I would be a canci
date for the represectaticn of South Sligo.
As the rumour has brought upon ne a
large nuwber of communications, to which
it is beyond my power to reply, will you
kindly «fford me "B‘“ to say that [ do not
intend to re enter Parliament at present,
either for South Sligo or for any other
divisicn. Youus eincerely,

WirLiax O'Brien,

In the grave crisis with which Ireland
is now ticeatened, Mr. O'Brien will no
doubt be enabled to render Irelaud
greater sexvices out of than he could in
Pailiament, Ugon him wiil fail the brunt
of the heavy fighting in the struggle
ageivst landlord tyranny. His  past
triumphs over the Castle warract us in the
belief that he cannct fail, however great

{
i}
|

| aund severe the task on his p! clal energy,

! aund great and severe that task will cex-
taialy be in the nght against lrclandis
worst fues—the landlords.

A JUST AND GENEROUS TVIEW.

We have lately heard ¢0 much of French
aggression end French domination that
oue would almost perforce bave to believe
that the people of Qacbec were all in
arms ready for a wholesale massacre of
their DBritish fellow-citizens, The mass-
acte of St Bartholomew and the Elict of
Nantes have been again trotted out to do
duty iu the setting ot the English msjority
in this Dominion against the French
winoiity, Is it notthen pleasing, in view
of the Francophobic agitatior, to read in
L Justice, of Qaebec, referring to the
Mayoralty of Mountreal, the following :

“Our coufiere (The Star) pretends that
the Yrench Canadians have become so in-
tolerant that they have made up their
minds not to have an Eaglish-apeaking
Mayor in Montreal. We do not wish to
meddle in this matter which does not con-
cern us, but if we were in the place of our
countrymen of Montreal we would, this
year, select a Mayor from among the Eng-
lish-speaking citizens. It is now some
years aince they have had an Fnglich

ayor, and by doing this the French-
Canadians of Montreal would be giving
a eplendid example of tolerance and gen-
erosity, two virtues which are part of our
uational traditions in this Piovince, They
would smother at a single blow the cry
raised by fanatica who 1magine that the
French Canadians are decided in doing
away With all their compatriots of other
nationalities, We would not like to hear
our confrercs of Montreal telling us that
thisis none of our business, Montreal is
the great commercial metropolis of the
couutry, French Canadians all over the
ccuntry have their eycs incessantly turned
towards it, They would be happy to see
it choose an Koglish-speaking Mayor
worthy of being ite First Magistrate, By
doing this our compatriota would be ehow-
ing \be whole Domiuion that they have
n.t become 80 «xclusive sud intolesant ae

Y&LIT g e O‘:r T

|

it isattempted in eomh quﬂﬁ- to make
people ve that they are.”

Iu times gove by, and not long since
gone by, the Mayoralty of Montreal was
held almost exolusively by KEoglish-
speaking gentlemen, and the lion’s
share of the civic patrobage went to
the Eoglish and Protestant population,
In Toronto, on the other hand, No Carh.
OLIC has ever yet been elected mayor of
the city, notwithstanding that there are
many Catholic gentlemen in the capital
of Oantario well fitted for the position,
Their religion is, however, an insuperable
bar to their promotion to this office, It
will never be said in Lower Cauada that
a Protestant is excluded from any office
simply because he is & Protestant,

ARE THE CATHOLICS OF ONTA-
EIO UNDULY FAVURED IN THE
MATTER OF EDUUATION ?

L
To the Eight Rev James Vincent Cleary,
S 1. D, Bishop of Kingston, de., dc.,
e,
My Lorp Brsuor, —1It is, indeed, I thivk,
fitting that to you, as Bishop of Kingstou,

Years promiuently covnected with Catho-
i

| lic edueation in

—the sesond see in . antiquity—in this
Domiuion, and the mother S:e ¢f Unta-
rio, whose first Bishop, the illustrious
Alexander Macdonnel), laid the founda
tious of a Catholic schoel system in this
Peovisce, should be addressed the observa-
tions prompted by close study of the mat-
ter,warranted by some yearsof observation,
and reudered specially opportuce by the
present circumstauces of the Cacholic min-
ority iu Oatario, in relation to the ques-
tion of Catholic education in this Prewier
Proviuce of Canaca

There i3, a'so, another reason why to

Your Lowdship these letters should be
addressed. You were, my Lord

for wauy

which the
m2 jority of the Catholics of Oatario lock

& couutry

ou as their wmotheriand—a laud wherein
every enactinent deviced by hostility to
and reli

18 race In tuis very matter of

education, with the cucsal

opposiiion of the Bishops of Ireland, It

sur Lordship’s privilege (o devote |
ny of the best years of an|
acuve ille, and au
tof a well-stored and i
wiod, 10" the cause of religious edacation

Freeman’s |

4

in Ireland,

Of the

episcopate

battle waged

Liish and

crowned with a sucee

clergy,

8s which gives prom

ise of an early and complete triumph, |

| you wight, My Loid, say—parsmagna fua, |

ke pastoral letier of the lzish Bisnops of |

| ety 27, 1871, a document of enduring

power, and imperishalle renown, renews
tbe claims, reiterates the declaratious,
empbhasizes the condemnations of the Irish

Bishops 1a 1824, Ncte the following
remaikeble words :
“Considering, ‘That in the Roman

Catholic Church the literary and religivus
iustruction of youth are universally com-
bived, ard that no system of education
which separates them can be acceptable to
the members of her communion. . .
That any eystem of education incompat-
ible with the discipline of the Catholic
Church, or superintended exclusively by
persons professivg a religion different
from that of the vast msjirity of the poor
of Irel:nd, cannot possibly be acceptable
to the latter. , . .

That echocls, whereof the master pro-
feeses a religion different from that of his
pupiis, or from which such religious
mstiuction as he Cathelic Church pre-
sciibes for youth is excluded, or in which
bouks and tracts not savctioned by it are
read or commented on, cannot be resorved
10 by tie childien of Roman Catholics,
ete.”

The same pastoral likewise repeats the
coundemnaticns, confirms the warnings and
endorses the demands of the Fathers of
the Naticual Syacd of Thazles in 1800,
feeling assured, as they declare to their
faithful people, “That a system of edu-
cation, tha dangers of wkich have been
publicly and solemnly pointed out
by the Church, which is the pillar and
ground of truth, a system against the
dangers of which the history of modern
BEarope bears witness, will meet with your
marked reprobation; that yon will not
yield it encouragement or patronage of
sny kind, but that you will save your
children from its influence. The solemn
warning which we address to you against
the dangers of those collegiate institutions
extends,of course,to every similar establish-
ment kaown to be replete with danger to
the faith and morals of your children—to
every echool in which the ductrines and
practices of your Church are impugned,
and the legitimate authority of your
pastors get at naught!”

Not content with reaffirming the declar-
ations of their venerable predecessors, the
Irish Bishops in 1871 thue distinctly, un-
equivocally and unanswerably place them-
selves on record.

¢“Catholic parents cannot approve of an
education which fits their children only for
this life, and ignores that life in which
the soul isto live for ever. As fatth is
the foundation of all our hopes for eter-
nity, and as faith without good works is
dead, you cannot choose for your children
education which would endanger their

faith and morals, and consequently imperil
their eternal welfare,

“The Bishops close with distinct
demands of government, regarding sever-
ally, primsry, intermediate and higher
education.

With no emall measure of success, I
repeat, have the Bishops of Ireland met

£\
| presidency of Ven Archdeac

| Lben Iesldl

rights, This success gives promise of an
early and, we would fain hope, lasting and
completetriumph. Coustitutiona! changes
in Ireland’s relation to Britaln, in which
you, My Lord, bave taken and still take
such a lively aud practical interest, are at
hand—cbanges that will give to Irishmen
the govervmert of Ireland, aud to Irish
parents the education of Irich children,
The struggle for educational freedom here
in Oatario does not date from the early
pericd in which the episcopate of Ireland
first raised its united voice in solemn pro-
testation sgaiust indignity, inequality, in-
justice. But it docs go back to a pericd
comparatively remote in our bistory
Previous to the legislative union, in 1841,
of the Provinces of Upper and Lower
Canada, a system of denominational
tchools, rude and primitive, if you will,
but ali thesame denomicvational, prevailed
in Upper Canada, Aun official publication
of the Department of Education effords us
some interesting information councerning
the educatiggal progress of the Proviuce
of Outario, Which was, it tays, at first of
slow growth,

In 1798 an unsuccessful attempt was
made to ecdow out of the public lands,
granted for that parpose by George LI
to the extent of 800,000 acres, a grammar
schocl in each of the four districts into
which the Proviuce was then divided, and
a cential University at York (now
Torouto). But the sale of these lande was
80 elow, and ibe price per acre obtained
for them was so small, that the revenue
derived from this source barely defiayed
the cost of mansgewent, consequently the
grammar schocl schaue was ahandoned, as
well as that respecting the college.

In 1507 the first legislative ensctment
was passed, establishing a classical and
mathematical school in each of the eight
dis ricts inio which Upper Cavada wes
thea divided. A grant out of the public
revewue of £30 sterinyg (3400) a yeur was
wmade to each of these sclouls,

In I516—nine years after the establich

lature of Upper Canada pased the first
cowmon, or elementsry, schocl law for
that Province. 1t appropriated §24 000,
or nearly £5,000 sterilng, per &
the support ol tie schools to be
and provided for the wmavagement of
tchools by truitees elecied by the
itauts 1o the localities eoucerned,

22 a Boaid of Iducation for

ada was establic I

Llese

;in York (Toronto).
wndaer 1ts g
schoals gand bad ) the manage
the Usiversity and grammar school lands
which bad becn grauted for these purposes

by His M= jesty George 111, in 1795, 1n |

|
|

striet graminar |
1 { bon, mwem
Heus ol

|

A |
1524 a ewall graut was made to =id in |

the iutrocucticn of common aud Sunday-
sckool libraries iuto the less sparsely
settled portions of the country., It was
not, however, until 1835 that any systema
ue or vigorous effort was made by the
public men of the time to establish a sys
wm of education, :

In 1536 a Commission was appointed,
coneisting of De, Thomas Duncombe, M,
P.P., Dr. Thomas D, Morrison, acd Dr.
Bruce to obtain evidence and to prepare
areport cn a system of education for the
Provizces Aan elaborate rerort on the
sul ject was prepared by Dr. Dunscombe,
aud alsc on the state of education in the
varivus parts of the United States of
America which be b:d visited,  He also
prepared a comprehevsive draft of a Bill
to promote putlic elementary education,
which was piiuted with the report. It wae
introduced into the House of Assembly
and passed, but failed to pass the Legisla-
tive Council. The political crisis which so
quickly followed and culminated in the
vutbreak, or rebellion, of 1837 8, over-
whelmed in confusion all legislation, and
prevented further attertion heing given
to the subject for the time

[mmediately after the upion of the two
Cansdas, that is,in 1841, a Biil was intro-
duced by Solicitor-Geseral Day (subse:
quently Hon. Mr, Ju«tice Day) iuto the
uunited Parliament axd passed, establish
ing common schools in each of the two
Provinces, aund authorizing the establish-
ment of “Roman Catholic Separate
Schools” in Upper Canada (in cases where
the teacher of the publicschool wasa Pro-
testant and vice verse); snd “Dissentieat
Schools” in Lower Canada (1n cases where
the teacher of the public scheol was a
Roman Catholic and vice versa).

In 1842 it was sousidered desirable to
supersede this Act by one more applicable
to the circumstances and wauts of each
Province. A Sshool Bill for eash Pro.
vince was accordingly passcd by the Leg-
islature. The “Scparate” and *Di-seu,
tieut” echoul provisions weres, However,
retained in each case,”

In 1544, Rev, Egerton Ryerson was
appointed to the offica of Chief Superin-
teudent of Elucation for Upper Canada,
and laid the foundation of the system that
has since prevailed in this Province—a
system not indeed without its merits, bat
not calculated to do adequate justice to
the claims and the conscientious scruples
of the Catholic minority. But the mani-
fest intention of our legislators, despite
the efforts of Dr. Ryerson, was to place
the Catholic and Protestant communities
in Upper and Lower Canada in a position
of equality. This will be apparent from
a perusal of the report of a discussion in
the legislative Assembly of old Canada on
July 5th, 1850, when a school law was
under discussion. The Catholics of Upper
Canada did not,indeed,obtain,and have not
since, obtained the privileges enjoyed by
the Protestants of Lower Conada, but the
priuciple was affirmed in every legislative
measure relating to education passed by
the Parliament of old Canada. The
report of the discusion just referred to
reads as follows :

Mr. Hincks said the Government did not
desire to place the Roman Catholics in the
position which had been contended for by
tome members of the House. He pro-
posed an amendment to the 19:h section
to the ¢ffuct—"That it shall be the duty of

i ia  thelr heroic battle for educational

*

any Municipal Council to grant separate

Schools on“tho petition of 12 or more
colored E'nouc. or Roman Catholics; that
none but colored persons shall vote in the

:i:e:l?u of Trustees for their Schools; and

same privilege,”
M. W, H. Boulton adaired the in

. teg.
rity of the hon. [
hu{ understood thﬂlpeclu: General, If.

! at the admini i
determived to staud or fa]) bvmzll?il:?l:':::

gu was, however, gratified to find, that

e remoustrances made by the Roman
Catholics of Lower Canada agaiact it had
been properly respected; ana us that con.
ceesion had been made, he hoped that a
little more would be granted, The dis-
sentient dinominations of Lower Canada
were entitled to claim their portion of the
School Funds, for the ercction of a school
in which they were entiued to employ a
teacher of auy religious persuasion they
might choose, and he desired to extend
tbe same privilege to Koman Catholice,
The intention of his amendment was merel y to
establish the Frotestant and Roman Catholic
communatics of Upper C'anada on the same
Jooting as those of the same persuasion in the
Luiver Provinces,

Hon, Mr. Cameron (Cornwall) was pre-
pared to show, ttat the amendment to the
19th clause proposed by the hor, Inspec-
tor General, could not work in bkarmony
with the remaining sections of the bull,
If it was right to privilege the Roman
Catholics alone to teach their schools
according to their own religious tenets, it
was likewise jast that the same should be
extended to the several Esglish, Seotch,
and other churches, ivstead of classing
them under the geveral denomination of
Protestants, He then proposed an amend.
ment to the effeet, that any sect of
Protestants ehould have the right of
establishing a separate school on applica-
tion of twelve hoads ot families, and that
they should receive an apportionment
frowm the Schocl Furd m proportion to
the number of their sect to the rest of the
population iu the school division,

Hon, Mr. Hincks did not anticipate any
of those diffizulties apprehiecdod by the
bou, mwember fur Cornwall, withregard to
the general work
of the bill,

ing of the other claunses
: ; The reason for the Roman
Catholics deeiring a separate establishment
was, because the reading of the Protestant
version of the Bibie Scbools was objec-
tonable to them, whilst it was thought
that none of the other religions persuas-

ous differed on the samesubject, Wher-

ever the Bible was used as an ordinary

) 1Lis objection must prevail,

od the 19:h clause as it oricin-

t con ence of many

g ¢ erat: of 1t, he bad
iouoduced the ameundment,

Hon. Mr, Bildwin was not prepared to

v

ther the objections raised by the
r for Cornwall, as the general
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working of the Bill, were or were not
founded in feet, With respect to the
conucction of religion with secular edu.
cailon, he was convinced of its utter im-

practicability : if it were at all practicable
he would readily agree with the views of
bis hon, friend trom Corawall, Batin a
uew couuiry with a mixed population
such s ihat of Canada, it could never
operae benefically, Even in the Mother
Country tais principle was fourd imprace
ticable ;and if amor g a population where
the views of the greater number were
identical, sach serious impediments
existed, it would be foily tu expect the
system to work in the midst of the num-
erous sects and religious denominations
which are settlcd ere. It was, therefore,
entirely o' the ground of impracticability,
that he oppased the proposal,

Hon,J. H. Cameron maintained that
his views, with respect to religious and
secular educatien, could be carried out,

Mr. Ross would not vote for any thing
in the shape of an odious di-tinction, He
opposed the 19th clause as well as the
awendment,

The Hon, Mr. Cameron’s amendment
was put aud lost, there being only 5 votes
in its faver,

Catholics there are te be found who
find occasion aud reason to complain of
the dificiencies of our schools iu this
Piovioee, but ivstead of laying the blame
for these deficiencies, the existence of
which in eertain cases wa regreifully
acknowledge, where it of right belongs—
the one sided school system of Oatario—
they condemwn bishops, priests and church
as the cause of all the shortcomings of the
Separate Schools, The time has now, we
think, come when the Catholics of Qntario

must spesk ont in a J3st but ficc, demand
of their rights, This we hold is the
opportune moment for denisive, energetic
aud united presentation on the part of
the Catholics of Ontario of their juet
claim to have themselves placed on a
footing of equality with their non. Catho-
lic fellow-ciuzms, These latter have by
law established in Ontario & system of
education suitable to themselves, Catho.
lics have not, Why this inequality ! Very
greatly, we fear, through the apathy of
Catholics  themselves, Well, indeed,
wight we of the Catholic minority of
Ontario take a leaf from the book of the
Protestant minority of Quaebec in regard
of educational rights, Let us now, then,
sinking all minor differences in the asser-
tion of our rights, prove onrselves with-
out prejudice to our neighbors, not .only
worthy ot our position and political influ-
ence in_this great country, but show our-
selves faithful members of the church
which is so solicitous for the God-like
training of the little ones of Christ.

In a memorandum prepared by the
writer in the year 1382 on the inequalities
and injastices of the school system of
Ontario, certain of its most glaring defects
and inconsistencies were pointed out,

Speaking of the theory of public ¢chools
in Ontario I then eaid :—D¢, Ryerson, in
a letter dated May 3rd, 1863, and addressed
to Hon. P. J. D, Chauveaun, then Chief
Superintendent of c¢ducation for Lower
Canads, eets forth the principla as by him
l:;ld of the Public schools of Upper Can-

a

. The public school in each section, or
district or divieion, is strictly non-denom-
inational—having no symbcls or ceremon-
ies, or instructions peculiar to any one
religious persuasion, and to which any
religious persuasion can objsct. The only
exception to this is wherever the daily ex-
ercises, as in many of the achools, are
openui and closed by reading a portion of
the Scriptures, and prayer; bat this is at
the o‘gtion of the trusteesand teachers, as
also the version of the Scriptures and the

prayers to be used; and no pupils are re-
quired to bs present at these exercises

man Catholics aball posseas the
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for the ho'ding in the Public

religious eX roises prealiar t !
able to themselves, They see nec |
ity of a religiouns traiving for their ch | ¢
dren, and no Catholic ot jects to Protestant ‘
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whose parent or guardisn objEet fo them: | n Sabt
if the teacher hewrs any pupil recite & | for in .
. eatechism it must be by private arrange- | Public
ment between the teacher sud the parent | “II1. O
or guardisn of such pupils, and must not it
. interfere with the regular exercises of the Wit
school. blessin,
In bis speech on Confederation Hon, | the imj
George Brown declared the priaciple of thexr‘ex
the common schools of Upper Canads to the Cou
be opposed to religious education in the mends
gchools themselves, He enid : (Feb. 8| Public
1865) “I have always opposed and cou- | reading
tinue to oppose the system of sectarian | prayer,
education, so far as the public chest is | forms ¢
concerned. [ have never been able to see | used, o
why all the people of the proviuce, to | the Tr
whatever sect they way belong, sheuld | But th
not send their children to the same com- | the op
mon schools, to receive the ordivary | mandn
branches of instruction, I regard the | and be
pareut and the pastor a« the best religious But no
instructors, and o long as the religious | persen
faivh of the children is uninteifered with, | wish 0
an ample opportauity atforded to the yin wril
clergy to give religious insiruction to the Thu
children of their tlcks, I caunot couceive | ;oo
any sound objection to mixed schools, i
8o much for the themy. .\u*:' as faras ) togu.
tegards the practics of Pablic Schools du | bible
relation to religlous instruction, they are | school
decidedly Protestant wheresoever tha ]y, .0
Trustees of any section or wuucipslity | -y
decide in favor of the introduction of | &
the reading of Scripture and recitation of | 1. &
prayer. In o far as Catholics are con- h‘e op
cerned, the readiuy of Scripture anl recit am;m’ri
ation of prayer ordained by auy other | aud tb
than the authority of the Chureh consti. { toned

8,

a viola | be tak
ts themasglves | that p

to time to call | cation
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¢
Presbytery of Hamilton avd London, cou- | ":”a‘
sisting of the Rev, Jobn Lvmn»,;, .}1‘ A, | his
Moderator, and the Rev. W, Coctraue, | vl
D. D., Cle:k, have subimtted for my cor | owi
sideration the following questions, viz :— Yoy
1. Muy the local Trustees, \n-_huxlt con
travening the School Law, require Teach b
ura to use the Bible in whole or in part a8 | of
a text book, giving such instruction 8818 | jzq
needed for the proper understanding of lie
1 9
wh‘.?.t Ili xti:(:e anything in the Regulations | P
and Programme at present in force to |} an
prevent the introdu-tion of such reading | yp
of the Holy Scriptures as part of the re-|
galar course of instruction, and wgrk of -
the School, when the Trustees desire this =
done ! 1
i }.)zxplnined veibally to the Deputation | 40
my views of tbe Laws and Regulations | oo
upon these important points, ~end pro- th
mised to express them officially in writing

in order that thty might be generally un- | ar
< d et
de!li';zoiilw on the subject of Religious | .
Ipstruction in Public Schools will be )
found iu the ninth and tenth sections of | F
4he Public Schocl Act (Revised Statutes | al
Cap, 204). The niuth seciion rcads 8s | te
lows :— ! !
m\‘.‘?\'“«l; person shall require any | upilin | :“

any Pablic School to read or siudy 1n or
from any religious book, or to join in ?uﬁ y
exercise of devotion or religivn ohjecte

M ’
to by his or her parents or gusrdians.’

The tenth section provides that *“‘pupils | t
shall be nllowed to receive such religious | t
instruction as their parents and guardians
desire according to any General Regula-
tions provided for the orgauization, gov.
ernment and disci plhue of Pulhllmb?igzozl:;t

et section 1(

By scction 4, sub sec Radhy o
203) the Educa:
tion Department is empowered t(: make

tegulations from time to time for the ul‘;
ganization, govercment and \hs}c\plhovo

the Public Schools, aud the like pqwex{
was postessed by the former Lumm\l__nl

Public [nstruction under the Act of 1874,
The General Regulatious for the govern

ment of Pablic Schools vow in force are
those prescribed by such Council in 187
and comprise the fqll_uwlugRru\lx.nh\m:s
on the sul j=ct of Religious Exercises aud

respecting the Education
(Revised Statutes, Cap.

Religious lustruction :

; A o AT
¢IT, Religious and Moral Instruction in tie

Public Schools.”

g sl : i
#]1, As Christianity 1s recognized b
common consent throughout this Province,
as an esgential element of Education, it
ought to pervade all the Rag}x]nuops for
elementary instruction. The Consolidated
Act, section 142, provides
require any dpn}_nl in
ic S tudy in or

any Pablic School to read or study
i ¢ or to join in any
from any religious book i Sbpecten
i her parents or guardians.
Bapds il o to receive such

Pablic School
that no person ehall
exercise of devotion or religion,

Papils shall be allowed to
relil;gious fnstruction as their parents

guardians desire, according to any general
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or

regulation provided for the orgsnization,

govemment

Schools.”

and diecipline of Public

%2, [n the section of the Act thus

quoted ;he
tion in the
strictions within which it 18 to be

rinciple of religious instruc-
chools is recognized, thoi re-
ven

are stated and the exclugive right o each

patent and guardian
secured.”

on the subject is

«3, The Public School being a day
andino'f a boarding echool, rules arising
from domestic relations and duties 3"
not required,and as the pupils are 39 er
the care of their parents and guardiens,



