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1,500,000 ACRES
S HARD UP

Sad (Case of Duke of Suther-

i

land

WEEKLY LONDON LETTER -

Dusky Potentate Whose Father Gave Letters
of Introduction to Angel Gabriei—News

of Canadians in London

'

£ _{Times’ Special Correspondenm)
“London, July 13—To the majority of us
therlot of the Duchess of Sutherland would

apbear to be a singularly happy one. Mar-
ried to a wearer of the strawberry leaves,
just & step below a royal prince, 'the larg-
est of English landowners, ‘holding sway
ver 1,500,000 broad. acres, with four great
residenices including ' Stafford House, the
Londen pile that' Queen Victorig: called 2
lace, it. does ot seem possibli that hu-
1an being could wish for better fortune.
Ag 3 matter of, fact, qlthbpx);, surround-
ed by every evidence of unlimited wealth,
the Sutherlands ave as hard up as it 1s
possible for them to be. With great houses
which they cannotf. use, ﬂd ast: estates
much of which produce hé -iicome, they
are property poar with & v!ggeance.-Es—
pecially do they feel the pitigh of the new
Jand taxes and the duke lies awake nights
trying to devise & Way out.»Of course you
know he has invested hea¥ily in land in
Western Canada end he 1s in sore need o
hard cash to develop it. 7 j
This we find him selling: some of his
best Yorkshire land ithguctxc;n, and iah:
t ing to give away his palace in
;«:titﬁg, Tregrlmham Hall. Failing in: the
latter he had it demolishefi and the duch-
now lives in.a modest cottage within
a stone’s throw of the site of the former
gion. ko :
m;nut even these efforts and economies
have not eased the pressure upon him to
any extent and he' is-making attempts to
i of ;Suﬁordsﬁouse melf. It‘ has
been .offered, to any gumber, of likely buy-

ideved gl the more Tikely fby_'tﬁ;:
 coumatances thgt the royal family is real-
;:;rcu‘{h::t\lbifq}f jse. 1f by any; chance the
ceseht lting: sheuld die Prince Edward of
Wales wonld to the throme. In'that
y - 1y would soon: mar;y ‘and

bould not care:to i

e Wi ‘w-_A.B“

OF 8. mﬁbb resi-
?§§aﬁord“_ﬂdﬂe

—iwould 1 surrender . it

; db je Marquis of 'gto,ﬁgrd,

rece married and, 'enjoy:

h¢ .:és'uinr"hi_aependent incomeé of
“year, he will ‘Bet up a separste es-
at. The ‘duke hixmglf is ad.d:m
_and -never. goes fnto society-
Tespeglally of late years; s en-

> damples of the Dutch school s
#ome ‘célebrated portraits from the brushes

3
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tucked white waist with a row of cut paste
buttons as the only trimming. With' this
creation she wore high-heeled white shoes
and a small white hat with aigrettes,
worn in the new fashion, comet-wise. It
vas hardly pretty, perhaps, but decidedly
unustal, and attracted a lot of notice as
she walked about.’ i

King George is not likely to have had
the chance of losing himself at Wentworth
Woodhouse, the Earl of Fitzwilliam’s pal-
ace in Yorkshire, where He has just been
staying with the queen, but it’s easy to
do, the house is so enormous and has so
many corridors. In faet, it is said that
a man who happened to be Lord Fitzwil-
liam’s guest not long ago, was so ‘flabber-
gasted by the intricacy of the journey
to his room when he first arrived; that he
decided -on his way down to the dining-
room ‘to “blaze” his trail back mgain by
snicking little bits off the oak paneling
so fearful was he of the prospect of wan-
dering up and down the corriders all night
in a vain search for his own apariment.
Another guest, a Baron von Liebig, equal-
ly fearfnl, but not posseseed of so much
ingenuity, voiced his alarm to one of the
servants and was given a packet of wafers
which he dropped on the floor on hie way
to his room,' so as to enable him to get
down in time to breakfast the next morn-
ing.

The late Earl Fitzwilliam used to keep
open house at his mansion until within
a few years of his death, and it was the
last place in England where this was done.

uring tie hunting season,

A s 3 !l"y fine: pi rie:
ways- on view .whith had..an interesting

9.1 history. 'Just. before tHe birth of Queen

Victoria, her mother, the Duchess of Kent,
was in -(ermany and -found.- herself in. the
awkward predicament . of being unable to
laaye for England owing, to being, tempor-
arily “hard up.” The fourth FarliFitz-
iwilliam came to her rescue in & most prac-
tical manner, and the.piece’of ‘plate was

 fbresented to him afterwards as'a. Tecogni-

tion of  his services S

. The success, which attended the March-
ioness 6f Doregal’s ball at the Ritz Hotel
reminds ome that there are 'several Cana-
dian' ladies who are prominent in’the So-
cial sphere by virtue of their rank. Among
them ig¢ Viscountess Dillon who was Mies
Julia - Stanton, daughter of the late: Mr.
J. B. Stanton of the Canadian Civil Ser-
vice, Ottawa. ~Lord Dillon is looked upon
48 a keen judge of works of art. Hisd gal-
lery: of paintings contdins npiatly fine ex-
d he’ has

ed of Hopner, Lely, Kneller, Holbein and

i intly being ekid
:s w”“!: aynd relatives ‘who are ply. too
do all  the London lfenteﬂunlmg
34 necessary inyher bebalf. - ;
th;lt . nesiin Tiondlon ‘are-making a Aot of
A Khan, ‘the Indian prince, wuo
m a4 visit to England. The Aga Khan

- gigibor: to- Liondon--he often
fiety ﬁé‘t};‘wn and s one of

mittefithe’ meHit A ;Lmionel 4l
Maribdibughi He: is - “quite -English, yfl';l
know” in_other ways, for be plays golf,
rides & “bike” and is a keen motorist.
. His position in India is rather differ-
enti to the other princes. He has no dom-
inions or subjects, and it i partly due to
thie fact that he can come over here pret-
ty regularly without causing congestion to
his. conscience. He is really the high priest
of an enormous religious caste, the Ismail-
"1 sects of all Moalems, who are to _bc
und in East Africa as well as India,

.d his influence 'is so great that his
riendship with the powers @hnt be' in In-
dia is considered of the highest import-
ance. -

By his devotees he is regarded almost as
a god. They firmly pelieve, for instance,
that he holds the keys of heaven, and his
father used even to hand out letters of in-
troduction to the archangel Gabriel, the
recipients of them being confident of the
glad hand in ‘the next world. The present
¥han, living in a more enlightened age,
has ' dlscontinued this practice; doubtless
the presentation was trying to his rigible

arves.

When in England he = wears English
dress, and with his fierce black’ moustaches
look® more like a warrior chieftain than
a high priest. He always has been popu-
hly at the court and Queen Victoria—
who hady of course, a penchant for Indi-

. princes—conferred on him the title of
“#His Highness.” ;

July, when we are supposed to have a
few samples of fine weather vouchsafed to
us by the clerk of the weather, is the
month of garden-parties, but so few and
far between have been the respec_tqble
samples this year that quite' a number of
these functions have been completely Puin-

The Countess of Jersey, who always

48 two or three at Osterely Park, her
beautiful place on the Thames, struck oil,

owever, last Saturday, and her guests
were able to display their frocks to ad-
vantage on the spacious lawns.

The most sensational dres was worn by
Mrs. John Ward, who was clothed in
white from hat to shoe heel. She had a
~oat ' gkirt of white brocade, five rows

swansdown bordering the hem
The coat, cut away in front
ng ‘“‘tails” trimmed in the
pormed 40 ghow a simnly

Dahl.” For many years he has béen a trus-
tee of the National Portrait Gallery and
curator of the Tower of London Armouries
and of the British Museum. The Viscount-
¢y dates from 1622., Lord and Lady Dil-
ilon have a beautiful country home in Ox-
! oF dlhue Sl g p g ER:

The Marchioness of Donegal of course
came from Nova Scotia. From this prov-
ince also came Lady Mander; the daughter
of Mr. H. N. Paint, of Halifax.

Lord Blyth ié’ shortly giving a Teception

‘at:‘hie - house- in Portland - Square, and

among ‘the. Canadians invited -are: - Sir
Charles and Lady Moss and Miss Moss;
Mr. G. R. Geary, Mayor «of Tordnto; Miss
Caverhill, P. C. Larkin, Mrs. Larkin and
Miss Larkin, Richard Coady, of Toronto;
N. B. Colcook, Agent General for Ontario;
J. D. Ivey, Mrs. and Miss Ivey of Tor-
onto; J. J. Carrick, M. P., and W. T. and
Mre. Rundle. Lord Blyth is well known
for his interest in agriculture, and has
received decorations from several European
monarchs  in recognition of his services.
He is also keenly intérested in the ques-
tion of tuberculosis.

Like so many Canadians who come to
England and make a point of taking a
tour of the continent, Mrs. Willoughly
Cummings, Rev. Vivian and, Mrs. Mor-
gan, Mrs. J. R. Davis and Mrs. H. M.
Blackburn, all of Toronto, have left for
the continent with the intention of visit-
ing the Rhine, Cologne, the Italian Alps
and Switzerland. They will réturn home
via Naples. Another party consists of the
Misses E. M., G. and C. J. Hawkins of
Toronto, Port Hope and Bowmanville re-
spectively, who left this week for Paris.
Miss E. M. Hawkine took the lectures at
the Sorbonne, Paris, and is revigiting the
scenes of her student days.

W. Morton Webb, of Kingsville, Ont,,
with Mrs. Morton Webb and their family
are returning to Canada after four years'
absence... This time has been spent in
South. Africa, where Morton Webb was
manager of one of the gold mines.

The Hon. Geo. E. Foster was out this
week motoring with Dr. Orr, of Toronto,
vigiting the dietricts in Kent made famous
by the writings of Dickens. They also
visited the old Tudor moat at Igham.

To Mr. and Mrs. Donald McMaster fell
the honor ‘of entertaining Mr. Borden and
the other Canadian ministers and their
ladies for the week-end. They were mot-
ored “out to Sunninghill, where Mr. Me-
Mastar has a charming manorial residence
named ‘‘Charters,” and many British cele-
brities were invited to meet them. The
house party included the Rt. Hon. A. Bon-
ar Law, Lord Balcarres, Sir Thomas Skin-
ner, Sir Charles*Walpole, Sir Edward and
Lady Clarke, Si J. Henniker Heaton, Gen-
eral Sir Charles Knewles, the Hon. T

Chage Casgrain, Sir William Max Aitken
ard Tade Aitken, D, I, Bteel-Maitland A.

SATETY OF
“AVIATORS

Piggiess Made By
War Department
 of France

; _iews OF PARIS

‘Wife - Neither Married Nor Di-
vorced—Bonus  For Babies—
Novel Advertising. — A Blind
Look-Out

(Times mpecfal Correspondence)

Parig, July 1 interesting sketch
was given to the Chamber of Deputies by
Colonel: Hirschauor, chief of the aviation
department of the army, describing the ef-
forts being made by the govermment .to
render this branch of the service more ‘ef-
ficient and léss dangerous. Borel ‘h
given some striking statistics as to the

“ | frequency of accidents, stating that out

of five hundred and seventeen pilots li-
censed in' 1910, ‘thirty-three had been kill-
ed, or 6.38 per .cent, and out of 1417 li-
censed in 1911, one hundred and four were
dead, equal to 7.34 per cent. If the num-
ber of pilots flying regularly were taken as
five ‘hundred the mortality rose to nearly
twenty per cent.

It was in answer to these figures prin:
cipally that Colonel Hirschauer made his

 déclarations.: He said that during the sec-

ond six monthg of 191} there had been
nine fatal* accidents among a hundred and
twenty pilots and pupils, who had covered
a hundred and eighty thougand miles.
During the first six months of 1912 there
wag the same miortality for two hundred
and fifty pilots, who had flown more‘than
twice ‘the distance. Consequently the
number of fatal accidents must be conmsid-
ered to have decreased by one-half. Even
this, however, was mueh too heavy, and
nowadays every machine in course of con-
struction was examined by a technical ex-
pert commission, which verified everycom-
ponent part before it was used and after
the machine was delivered.

Many other details were given of the

minute care taken to ensure the stability
and perfection of the machine, and be-
gxdes a small ground and factory for test-
ing speed and dynamic force at Vincenes,
a very large laboratory was to be estab-
lished, enabling trials to be made over
distances from twelve hundred to two
thousand yards. No machine is now taken
out without having been first thoroughly
overhauled by its pilot officer and his me-
chanician, and every week thé head of the
district holds a general inspection of all
the machines. Any signe of wear are not-
ed, and.repaira are immediately carried
out. It is-partially true that slightly worn
machines and motors are given to pupils,
but that is because for long flights the
most perfect motore are required, where-
as for instruction purposes in an aero-
drome less powerful and reliable ones may
serve. The dauger of suddenly coming to
earth is much less serious there than at
haphazard in any sort of country.
_ Thé pilots are sometimes wrongly accus-
ed of nervousness and lack of experience,
but, as a matter of fact, any candidate
who during instruction is found to be
wanting in coolness is sent back to his
f'egimeut. This is not considered as imply-
ing any blame, but a mere physical disab-
ility for that particular work. The medic-
gl examination for heart, lungs and sight
is very strict,*and as for experience, the
manoeuyres and daily exercises speak for
themselves.

Colonel Hirschauer proceeded to describe
what was being done to adapt sugomatic
stabilizators, and a contrivance which is
row fitted on all machines showing when
the speed excceds or falls below the nor-
mal or safe limit, The war ministry has
just arranged with the League for the' Sa-
fety of Aviators to offar a prize of $80,000
for an invention to obviate present dan-
gers, which would only he awarded after
thorough tests on ordinary full-size ma-
chines. The help of the Academy of Med-
icine had also been called in/to determine
the maximum speed at which living crea-
tures can be thrown to earth without in-
jury, and when its opinion had been giv-
en a series of experiments would be made
to avoid the too frequently fatal shocks
from falls.

Amid much applause Colonel Hirschauer
stated that he had just registered the
eighteen hundredth application for admis-
sion to the flying corps, and it was often
with tears in their eyes that young officers

Shirley Benn and Mrs. Shirley Benn, A.
St. George Hamersley, W. L. A. Burdett-
Coutts, M.P., W. E. Horne, M.P., and
Miss Horne, H. Skinner and Mr. and Mrs.

F. Williams Taylor.
DOWAGER.

ASTONISHING STATE OF
| CORRUPTION IN ALEXANDRIA

Commission of Inquiry Reveals Conditions Almost Bey/ond Belief—
Nothing Done Wi;hout Bribery— Dishenesty Liberally Rewarded

(Times® Special Corespondence).

Alexandria, Egypt; July 18—Great inter-
éat has been aroused by the publication of
the report of the Commission of Inquiry
into the corruption said.to prevail in'the
Alexandria Municipality, which bhas held
its sitéings in this city. The report has
not. only confirmed thé| charges brought
against the Becretary-General and ather
leading officiale, but has revealed a state

| of things almoat beyond belief, astonishing

even those who have long known that
there were not merely one but seversl
screws loose in the Municipal Comhimission.
The events that brought about the gov-
ernment inquiry .recently held, may be
briefly. stated as follows: For more than
twelve - months the editor of the. native
journal “Wady-el-Nil” 'has been carrying
on a campaign against the bribery. ram-
pant in the council. Im & Tecent article
he made an accusation against the Secre-
tary-General, . Osman Bey, "which .turned
out to be unfounded.: Weeling secure of
the support of the miumitipal memberes,
who had recently {;f to consent to
any inquiry being ma
egainst him, Osman;
for libel against the* “el
ing damages to the extent of $10,000. The
verdict was nomins his, fawor, but no
damages were given. apd thei plaintiif
was  mulcted ts. In . the
course of thé trial much sensational evi-
dence. was given as bo the bribes Osman
Bey was in'the habit of taking, and on
one witness béing asked by the judge how
he dared to bribe high officials, he replied

done at the municipality' without paying
money. :

The trial took place on March 7 last,
and the revelations of municipal corrup-
tion caused the government to take im-
mediate action. A ¢ommission of inquiry
was at once appointed, consisting of the
Under Secretary of State at the Ministery
of the Interior, Ismail Pacha Sidky, Dr.
Ruffer, Dr. Granville, Gamil Bey Sabet
and Abdallah Bey Gheriani, a friend and
supporter of the incriminated Secretary-
General, Osman Bey. : "

Tn the course of a few days Osman Bey
wae suepended, and a like fate befell Flias
Effendi Kanil, chief of the Contentieus,

that everyone knew that nothing could bej.

Mahmoud Effendi Bahardar, and Haesan
Hasni = Effendi, architects, Mr. Palmer,
head of the scavenging department, two
officiale of the receipts department, and
other subordinate officials; while Mr. Chat-
away, the administrator, received at 'his
own request leave of absence during the
inquiry. :

The inquiry ended on May 3, and the
report of the commissioners was sent to
the Minister of the Interior, the British’

ent, and the Alexandria Municipality on

y 11. It has been described as a re-
markable doctument;” and remarkable it
certainly is. Ineredible would seem a fit-
ter term for it, were it not that it is the
outcome of a most painstaking and search-
ing effort to arrive at the real state of
affairs, and the truth of the charges level-
led at the officials of the municipality.
However deficient in some respects a pub-
lic body may be found to be, there are
generally some redeeming features to be
noted to mitigate. the censure passed up-
on it.  In this ‘case there would appear to
be none. Corruption in most departments;
where that is absent, waste and incompe-

material and forage on a great scale; .cruel-
ty ‘to animals; embezzlemént by ‘collectors;
complete lack of control by members of the
commission; and lamentable weakness on
the part of the administrator—these form
the moat salient features of the lengthy
report and its two appendices.

The following incident, given in, the ap-

pendix, throws a flood. of light upon. the
kind of official employed by’ Alexandria’s
chief public body: -
“Bayoumi Mohamed was suspended from
his official duties for robbery on March
15, 1911. In the following month he was
sentenced to three monthe’ imprisonment
with sursis. Eleven days afterwards he
was transferred from the sanitary to the
technical department, and during the en-
tire period of his euepension his ealary
was paid by the secretary-general. In the
following October this official received an
increase of salary with retrospective effect
from January 1. Thus in April, 1911, he
was suspended for robbery, but his salary
was increased in Oetober, 1911, and the
increase took effect from the beginning
of the year, so that he was actually re-
warded for robbery.”

nim%he phm tence; anarchy ' everywhere; .robbery of
an actiol
1,7 claim

entreated to be employed in this branch.
He remarked on the value .of youth, and
on the significant fact that among the
great army of airmen the very young ones
never had accidents. He Wwas just about
to accept eight néw pupils, none of whom
was yet twenty years old.

The “Aero,” predicts the necessity in
the very near future of constructing “aeri-
al destroyers,” or large and powerful
monoplanes, driven by motors of 150-h.p.
up to 200-h. p., and capable of going from
90 to 100 miles an hour. These will be able
at any time to overtake an ordinary ma-
ohine and, sailing over it, destroy it and
its pilots by bombs.

According to French law, husband and
wife ‘who have been onee divorced, and
who, after due reflection, have found out
that they can do no better for themselves,
and have married each’' other a second
time, cannot be divorced again, Sixteen
years ago a gentleman who .could not put
up with the freaks of his wife sought and
obtained a divorce, but after a year’s re-
tlection he forgave ‘her, and they went
again before the mayor. It was not long,
however, before madame broke loose again,
and tried the patience of her husband be-
yond endurance. He applied to the court
for a remedy, but was told that all it could
do for him was ta pronounce & separation,
although he would be always obliged to
pay ber alimony, He agreed, and years
went on, and the lady alto went on dis-
gracing the name she still bore.

The man again repaired to the tribunal
and said: “My wife, who is separated from
we, but who is still my wife and whose
husband I still am, continues dishonoring
me. What am I to do?”’ to which the mag-
istrates replied: “You must go on paying
her her allowance, because she evidently
has need of it, but we will forbid her to
use your name.”

The woman now is in 8 position that
has never been provided for by legislation,
She is not divorced, and never can be, and
neither she nor her husband cau ever mar-
ry again. Yet she is more than separated,
because she cannot wuse her husband’s
name. She comes under no category, be-
ing neither spinster, wife, nor divorced,
and she stands for a class that may be
termed the “semi-divorced.” .

Flats in which the birth of a baby frees
the tenant from the payment of rent for
the quarter following are the latest ex-
periment in workman’s housing in Paris,
where the difficulty of lodging workmen
with large families stands in close rela-
tion to the vital question of the depopula-
tion of France. This experiment for en-
couraging large families will be tried in
four blocks of workmen's flats built by
M. Charles Stern at Vincennes, an eastern
suburb of Paris.

Thev were inaugurated today. and con-

sist of 109 two-roomed, three-roomed, and
four-roomed flats. The rents are respec-
tively $50, $65 and $80 a year.

The profits remaining after the cost of
construction and working expenses, have
been deducted, will go to the ‘“material
canteen” of the district, where mothers
nursing babies will be supplied with lun-
cheon and dinner free of charge. The
flats include baths, washhouses, a library,
and a dispensary in connection with the
care of new-born infants.

Advertisement by. footprint is the laiest

mulgation of the police decree forbidding
bandbills to be dropped in the streets all
kinde of advertisement methods have been
tried. Some firms have sent out two uni-
formed . commiasionaires, one to distribute
handbills and the other to pick them up...

One hawker wears shoes with immense
soles of indiarubber which print advertise-
ments on the pavement as he walks, the
pad being damp by water contained in a
can on-the man's back and flowing to his
feet .through pipes concealed beneath his
clothes. i

Electricians - -at . Clichy-Levallois, who
touched the wires of a large stand of tele-
graph wires not connected with any sys-
tem received severe shocks. Investigation
revealed the fact that the shocks were due
to Hertzian waves, sent out from the
great wireless station av the Eiffel Tower.
By pure chance the group of wires filled
all the conditions of height, distance and
position necessary to receive ' the Eiffel
Tower’s communications.

Nepr Clermont-Ferrand this week a tour-
ist discovered the body of a eoldier in
the crater of the Pariou, the finest of
the extinct volcanoes of the Auvergne
mountaine. The dead man proved to be
Celistin Pouget, of the 92nd Infantry Regi-
ment, who deserted some time ago.

Pouget had fled into the mountains, and
there, rather than give himself up to court-
martial, had hanged himself from the edge
of the crater. The rope had broken, and
the body was -found half buried in vol-
canic ashes.

The Paris Assize Court was confronted
with the question whether a blind man
who is'also a cripple could act as a scout
for burglars.

The accused nman, Reners, had been de-
nounced for complicity in an attack on a
shopkeeper, who was nearly murdered one
evening.

Two of her asailants were captured, but
a third person, who remained outside the
shop to give the alarm, made his escape.
One of the captured :men, said Reners;
the blind and ecripple - pianoforte tuner,
and amateur poet, was this third man.

“T have ben blind since the age of 11,”
he said. “How could I keep a look out?”

For the prosecution it was urged that,

device on fhe boulevards. Since the pro-|i

N
(Times’ Special Correspondence)

Berlin, July 17--A feature of Germany’s
protection and state regulation is that
these create specific class conflicts in ad-
dition to the matter-of-course industrial
conflicts, and that the class conflicts, like
the industrial conflicts, are always settled
by fresh state interference. The finish-
ing manufacturer wants protection against
the high prices of the trusts, which sell
him dear material; and the towneman
wants protection against the ‘high prices
of the agriculturist; and these conflicts
go on withont regard to the wealth or pov-
erty of individuais.

But in the class scale, between -different
categories of wealth, there is another
struggle going on; and each interest ap-
peals to the state to protect it by meas-
ures which often impair the general effi-
ciency of production and distribution.
The most vigorous of these at present 18
the middle clags, the “Mittelstand,” which
pieans not the professional classes but the
middle and small retail tradesmen, the
clerk and poorer official, and the large
army of skilled-workers and .eraftsmen who
carry on their work imdependently or as
croployers of small, numbers. = All three
classes are now deep in what is called the
“Middle-Class Movement.” They are fight-
ing nominally against the capitalists above
and  the wage-earners below; but among
themselves their interests conflict, and the
only feature which unites them is the com-
mon demand that the state shall protect
them by means of restrictive and prohibit-
ory legislation, by means of punitive class
taxation. s e :

The “middle-class” revolt ‘among the re-
tail tradesmen i§ at present very active.
The revolters are organized in a consider-
able of powerful leagues, of which the
«Middle-Class - Union” is the best known.
Their programme is to war ‘“against the
abuses of mobile capital and against the
mags attack of the Social-Democratic work-
men.”’ Their chief work is sgainst the
capitalistic concentration of retail trading;
and for that reason . the “Middle-Class
movement” has a strongly anti-Semitic
tinge. The middle-sized retail businesses
complain that they are going to the wall.
In truth, the number of independent re-
tail businesses has increased in the last
thirty years at thrice. the rate of the
population, and so that it is .over—com;i,e-
tition from their own members that th
complainants suffer from. The increase in
the number of retail business on capital-
istic lines also does them barm.

The retailers have a programme directed

mainly against capital and against out-
siders. At first they demanded state-re-
stricton, heavy taxation, or prohibition of
co-operative supply unions; but of late the
movement has taken the form of a de-
ruand for legislation against large ggnerd
shops, and especially against ‘“‘universal
providers.””  Other measures demanded
are: lower taxation for the “‘middle-class”
cheap credit for retailers, retail trade
chambers. The whole movement is direct-
ed against competition. The demand is
seriously made that taxation shall be in-
creased in proportion as the tradesman
cuts his profit on individual articles. By
this means the big tradesman would either
be crushed out of existence or would have
to raise his margin of profit. Naturally,
the demand is also made for the suppres-
sion of state and municipal trading..
The “middle-class” retail movement. has
‘had  eonsiderable success with its demand
‘for state. interference. In 1906 it secured
an amendment compelling co-operative re-
tail societies in Prussia to pay income-tax
even when'they do business only with their
own members. Another success was the le-
gal limitation of the hawking business to
certain. products; and the enforcement of
other restrictions intended to raise difti-
culties, against hawking. The great tri-
umph, however, was the imposition 1n
Prussia and in Bavaria of a special tax on
department shops and bazaars. In Prus-
sia the tax is paid by all shops which
trade 1n more than four specified groups
of goods, if their annual turnover exceeds
$100,000. The tax is a progressive one, rising
from 1 per cent. of the turnover. If the
trader with intent to evade the tax 'or-
ganizes his business in separate shops, he
must pay 2 per cent, on the turnover, ir-
respective of the amount. In Bavaria the
tax rises from 0.5 to 3 per cent. on the
turnover. The “middle-class”  traders
would like to see this tax increased. The
department retailers call it “the garrol-
ting - tax,” and the consumer, middle-class
or not, complains that it keeps up prices
and hampers efficient distribution.

The = “middle-class” hard-workers and
craftsmen are also strongly organized in
order to get state protection agdinst com-
petition. Their largest
“Verband deutscher Gewerbevereine” has
1.400 branches. This movement is also in
part anti-Semitic, inasmuch as the mod-
ern idea of free practice of trades and
crafts is denounced as ‘“Judo-Liberal” in
origin.. The- state, it is held, should legis-
late to restore compulsory membership of
guilds; ‘should compel apprenticeship and
cxamination;, and enforce other measures
in order to prevent competition from the
poorer outside classes.

Their demand has not been met; but

Yike many other blind persons, he is en-
dowed with extraordinarily keen auditory
faculties, which would enable him to de
tect the approach of anybody in the dark
even more rapidly than could a person
possessing good sight.

The jury acquitted the prisoner.
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a law passed in 1908, forbade the taking
iof apprentices by workers who had not
qualified as’ “masters” by passing examina-
tions after three years’ apprenticeship.
The hand-workers’ union have now mostly
lost hbpe of gaining -their aim of forbid-
ding the practise of trades by outsiders;
but at present they are agitating in favor
of a monopoly in public works.

The third-class of participants in the
“middle class” agitation are the small offi-
cials, clerks, and other persons with low
fixed salaries. They are organized chiefly
in an ‘“Association of Peérsons with Fixed
Salaries,” ’and their interests are contrary
to those of the other ‘‘middle classes,”
both of which are really interested in the
state Lkeeping up prices and profits. The
“fixed-salary’”’ class suffer from such mea-
sures. Their wish ig that large ‘“‘depart-
ment” shope should be allowed to cut
down middlemen’s profits; and that the
skilled trades should work cheaply. The
“fixed-salary” class is also opposed to im¢
port duties. It complaing that for it alone
the state does nothing. The state inter-
venes to keep up the wholesale price of
food, to keep up the retail’ shop profit,
and to keep up the profit of master decor:
ator or master plumber and others.. The
fixed-salary man has to pay tribute to all,
for the state does not iry to put up his
earnings, and to put them up himself b
is helpless. ‘

side the scope of a newspaper article. The
essential faect is that each class imagines
that there is a “just” or ‘reasonable”
etandard of profit and security for itself,
which the state should guszantee it.. in
practice, .the reasonable etandard is al-
ways the ‘utmost that the interest con-
cerned can hope for at the time being,
The state system of protection gives a
plausibility to every demand; as the ag-
grieved interest pleads that it is oppres-
sed by some particular import duty or ex-
port bounty, and argues that if the state
will not modify its customs tariff, it can
at least help by penal taxation of some
competitor, by prohibition against trading
in particular lines or under particular con-
ditions, or by raising obstacles against the
free choice of handicrafts.

This German experiegce shows that pro-
tection ie a' complicated thing, and cannot
be handled by merely drafting an import-
tariff. Hvery protectionist law or state
mesasure of interference with freedom to
trade brings after it severdl other similar
measures without, however, restoring equil
ibrium to the general eatisfaction.

A strong agitation is going on in favor
of a Housing Law for the whole empire;
and for the institution of a real system of
inspection of dwellings.  'At present Ger-
many has very little housing legislation
and it is mostly a matter of penal police
regulation. A project was prepared some
time ago for establishing in" Prussia a
homogeneous system of inspection of dwel-
lings, and for the oreation of Housing Of-
fices in’ municipal districte with over 100,-
000 inhabitants; but this has not become
law; and the expectation of a single law
for the empire has elsewhere retarded
state action.

Berlin has no housing inspection at all,
and depends upon the power of the pol-
ice to enforce observance of certain hygien-
ic minimums. This system is admittedly
the woret possible, as all police action
awakens spspicion. The city of Chariot-
tenburg, for that reason, lately introduced
a municipal system of housing control, a
description of which has just been pub-
lished. The municipality decided that the
idea of compulsion must, as far as pose
gible, be banished. It called its official
“house-curators’”’ instead of ‘‘inspectors,”’
and tried to give the innovation the color-
ing of social help. The “housing-curators’
are technically trained officials, who worlk
in collaboration with building experts.
They are in touch with the municipal
Housing Exchange, and all three unite in
a Municipal Housing Office.

For purposes of inspection the town is
divided into fourteen districts, the houses
of which are examined either according to
a general plan or upon report from out-
side of abuses in a particular house or
flat. The first class of inspections have
something of the character of surprise vis-
its. This is in order to prevent a com-
cealment of abuses. As abuses are con-
gidered dampness, bad ligh%ing of stair-
cases, bad water supply and sanitation,
dirt, the inhabiting of cellars and unsuit-
able premises, overcrowding of different
kinds, mixture of the sexes, and the many
‘evils due to the prevailing German “Sch-
lafstelle” system uynder which young mar-
ried working men and women lodge in the
dwellings of othera without having rooms
to themselves. The housing curators allow
a term of three weeks for the removal
of any such abuse, and themselves give
advice as to how the remedy can best be
effected. If the term expires without im-
provement they report the «case to the
Housing Committee. Each of the fourteen
districts  has such a Housing Committee,
on which sit’a representative of the ‘muni-
cipality, a doctor, a member of the public,
and a woman, The Housing Commitiee
next tries its powers of persuasion. If it
fails it reports to the police, who can com-
pel compliance under threat of fine.

This system is #aid to work satisfactor-
ily; and it is proposed.to adopt it in Ber-
lin. The progressive social reformers de-
mand that the propesed Imperial Housing
Law, in addition to establishing a form of
permissible housing, shall compeél all muni-
cipalities to organize some such system of
supervision.
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