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ﬁench, Driving On, Face
the Last Great Barrier
- Between Them And Laon

vSouthern Wing of German Army Slowly
Recoiling Before Nivelle’s Onslaughts

—Enemy Still

Fighting Desperately

Around St. Quentin

The s@Bthern wing of the retreating German army is slowly recoiling along
a ten mile front under the furfous onslaughts of the French. The first section
of the great Coucy-St. Gobain forests has been completely cleared of the in-
vaders and General Nivelle’s troops are now face to face with the last formid-

able natural barrier which lies between

them and Laon—the plateas of St.

P
g’l“l;s densely wooded plateau lies between the Oise and the Ailette and is
abovt 10,000 acres in extent, rising from about eighty to 200 feet in height.
No railways or highroads traverse it, but an important railroad sweeps around
its southern border and runs north to Chauny. This road is in the hands of
the French up to within about three miles of Anizy, which is ten miles west of
Laon, To the north the French are about two miles from the town of St. Go-
bain, centre of the most famous glass factories in Europe. St. Gobain is thir-

teen miles northwest of Laon.
No change has taken place in the

neighborhood of St. Quentin, where the

Germans are still making desperate efforts to wrest from the French the Es-
signy Benay plateay, undisputed possession of which will, according to military
critics, render the fall of the city inevitable.

"Farther north the British have made some slight progress, but no material

change in the situation has taken place.
ly int

Bad weather is reported to be serious-

ring with operations on this portion of the front,

Spoﬁd.lc fighting has occurred in several of the other war theatres, but

nothieg to indicate the commencement
FRENCH PRESS ON

Paris, March 28.—(Noon)—The ad
of Soissons was continued during the n

of major operations,

vance of the French in the region north
ight. Progress was made north of the

Ailette River and east of the Leuilly-Neuville Sur-Margival line, where im-

portant posttions were captured,

These gains are recorded in today’s
usual activity farther east. The artil
kept up a violent fire yesterday and dur
Dy Mesnil and Maisons De Champagne.
in the region east of the lower forest
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Berlin, March 28— Via Sayville—The
war office today issued the following
statement:

“Western front—With the majority of

. ‘the ‘armies the htﬂ passed ‘quietly. In
‘the on both sides of the Somme
and %he Oise there were only minor en-
gagements,
which oti#'tfoops there are accomplish-
fng their task is illustrated by the fact
that in the field of the engagement of
March 26, between Lagnicourt and Mor-
chies, about: 1,000 British dead were
counted.

"\ “Yesterday the French suffered san-
guinary losses on the west bank of the
Oise, near La Fere, during the failure of
un attack. .

‘«In the Champagne some French
trenches south of Ripont were eaptur'ed.
‘There and in enterprises south of Saint
Souplet and near Tahure, 800 French
were taken prisoner and several machine
guns and mine throwers captured.

“North of Rheims and in the Argon-
ne, hostile reconnoitering de'tachmcnts,
which had entered our positions,  were
driven away by a counter-attack.

DEATHS IN MONTH
. AMONG' MEMBERS OF
|. C. R. ASSOCIATION

Moncton, March 28—The secretary of
the Canadian Government Railways

fy‘ loyes’ Relief and Insurance Associ-
{!

submits the following report for |

month ended March 26:—
Alex. Gordon Pratt, B. M. helper,
Campbellton, killed in war; insured for
$250.

Eciwnrd B. Bernard, freight checker,
Newcastle, killed in war, $1,000.

Goréon Manning, night foreman, St.
John, killed in war, $250.

Arthur C. Major, clerk, Levis, killed
in war, $250.

John Hackett, retired employe, Monc-
ton, Bright’s disease, $250.

Neil McNeil, clery, Sydney, apoplexy,

50.
wGordon H. Doak, brakeman, Moncton,
accident, $250, ;

Jokn Wesley Lutes, agent, Newcastle,
organic héart disease, $250.

Ievi David Cormier, machinist, Monc-
t:n, operation, $1,000.

Relph Gammon, truckman, Moncton,
tuberculosis of throat, $250.

John C. M¢cQuarrie, retired employe,
Sydney, valvular heart disease, $250.

Leslic Roy Steadman, brakeman,
Moncton, accident, $250.

Josepl: Roy, agent, River Du Loup,
acute indigestion, $250.

Giles Lelacheur, retired
Moncton, total disability, $250.

F. X. Anctil, retired member, Camp-
bellton, total disability, $1,000.

Joseph Damour, retired
total disability, $1,000.

The death of Mrs. A. S, Murray oc-
curred in the City Hospital on Tuesday
afternoon at five o’clock. She leaves a
ehild only seven days old, besides her
huspband, also father and mother, Mr.
andgdfrs. Duncan McKinnon, Moncton,
al ne half-brother, William A. of
Moncton, and two half sisters, Mrs. F.
Goldweight and Augusta of Haverhill,

Mass. /
Unique in Germany

Berlin, March 28.—For the first time
m the history of the Reichstag, a ‘wo-
wan is' to appear before the committec
as a representative of the government.
Miss Elsie Luld~s will present 'her
visws to the mixisiry of war r.cgardm_g
the protection of female labor in muni-
tion factories..

member,

member,

The successful manner in!

s

official report, which also indicates un-

lery of both the French and the Germans

ing the night on the front between Butte

* Heavy artillery fighting is in progress
P§ii

T
OF RUMGRED. GERMAN- -
PETROGRAD GAMPAIGN

New Government Confident Sol-
diers Are Loyal and Duma Offi-
cials Take Lightly Report That
Teutens Aim to Strike at Capital

Petrograd, March 28.—The news that
Field Marshal von Hindenburg was
planning a campaign against Petrograd,
was received at the capital with sur-
prisingly little consternation, evoking
rather a spirit of calm ‘confidence in
the loyalty of the troops and the ability
of the army to protect that city from
the new danger.

If German calculations are based upon
the Supposed demoralization Oof the sol-
diery or more than a transient defec-
tion- of the troops at the front from
their usual - discipline and loyalty to
their commander, these calculations are
plainly in error.

It is undeniable that during. the first
days following the revolution the ex-
treme radical and socialist element aim-
ed at taking advantage of the overthrow
of the authority by sowing further: dis-
content among the working men and
soldiers. The cloudy state of mind of
the peasant population which, bewilder-
ed by the new vista of freedom and
equality, and having had little experi-
ence with liberty of any sort, imagined
that it meant relaxation of every kind
of authority and discipline, made the
propaganda of the agitators easy at first,
but the prompt measures taken by the
sovernment and Duma delegations re-
moved whatever danger lay in that di-
rection.

Telegrams have been received from
every portion of the front affirming that
the army can be relied upon to do its
utmost to defend the country. M. Rod-
zlanko, president of the Duma, received
u delegation from the army which de-
clared “all officers and soldiers will de-
fend the Duma to the last drop of their
blood. They will faithfully obey the
provisional government and ,will strike
the Germans to the last man.”

“Freedom from the censorship already
has a salutatory effect in permitting the
truth to be published about the new
danger from a German attack without
the usual accompaniment of extrava-
gant rumors which in the past madc
news more alarming than the truth it-
self. The result is that, without min-
imizing the danger to the country, the
press has accepted the declaration of the
minister of war quietly and without
alarm. The Rech says editorially:

“It is the people who are fighting the
enemy and not the government. 'I'nhere-
fore, hiding pothing from our readers,
we say definitely and clearly that danger
is threatening our northern front. The
enemy i3 preparing to crush our vali-
ant army, which for two years has de-
fended the roads of Petrograd. The
Russian soldier understands better than
ever before the importance of still re-
sisting.”

The Russkya Volia says:

“Russia is on trial. Von Hindenburg
will try to realize his old dreamn of a
move upon Petrograd. The army and
people ‘are facing a test which will
become historical. Results can only
come from an honest desire in the hearts
of the Russian pegple for victory,”

RUSSIAN ARM
[0 FIGHT ALONG

Officers and Men For Carrying
on the War

DUMA DELEGATES RETURN

Some Democrats at Home Also
Favor Vigereus Prosecution ef

War — Jewish Studemts Re-|

ported te be Making Some

Trouble

London, March 28 —:' Several Duma
deputies, who have been to the front,
have returned to Petrograd, says a Reut-
cr’s despatch, convinced from their con-
versations with officers and soldiers that
the spirit of the army is excellent. They
report that all those with whom they
spoke were fully aware of the|absolute
necessity of continuing the wan

General Russky, in a conyersation
with President Rodzianko, declared that
perfect order prevailed on the porthern
front, and that the army was excel-
lent spirits,

First Win the War

Petrograd, March 28—A oup of
Social Democrats has put out a|declara-
tion which, as far as can be determined,
fairly represents the attitude of |the ma-
Jjority of that party toward the|govern-
ment. .The declaration, which is signed
by half a dozen locally prominent names,
favors a vigorous prosccution of the war,
leaving the demands of the gocidl demo-
cracy in abeyance until the country is
safe from the danger of a return of the
monarchy. : /

Young Jews Make Trouble

London, March 27—The Time
correspondent, after eulogizing ‘the loyal
spirit of the army, navy and civilians in
that region, says: “I am grieved to
state that the Jews are not behaving
well. They have become citizcnq of free
Russia, but they do not display (a sense
of responsibility befitting their new posi-
tion. Similar complaints have (reached
me at Petrograd. Hot-headed, hysterical
Jewish youths are playing into the hands

s’ Riga

of worse than demagogues and Russia’s

external enemies, !
“The Jewish students at the
ity of Dorpat have establishe
own militig and are defying the
ity_of the local: Land the
ional government. Under the influence
of the resulting anarchy there
bloodshed and destruction of p
“If anarchy comes to Russia,
bound to be reaction in which
will be the first sufferers.”

Regiments of Revolution |

London, March 28—An army donsist-
ing of several corps is being created in
Petrograd from regiments in the |Petro-
grad district, which were identified with
the revolution, says Reuter's Petrograd
correspondent. The army will be given
a designation commemorating the role
glayed by these regiments in the revolu-

on.

EVEN COUNT:Y PEOPLE |
IN BAVARIAHAYE NO
SUFFICIENGY OF F00D

Conditions in  Germany
Werse — All Coal Miners at
Penzberg on Strike

Berne, via Paris, March 28.—Advices
from Munich says that after having fail-
ed to induce the imperial authorities to
increase the regular allotment
so as to make provision for the cus-
tomary spring and summer visitors who
swarm to the numerous Bavarian re-
sorts, the Bavarian officials have |had to
take energetic measures to discourage in
every possible way the visit of tourists
from other parts of Germany,

The restrictions will be extended to
the newest war product, the cit
ler who visits the country regularly for
the purpose of purchasing at any price
the food he cannot get in his| home
town. The food in Bavaria alr i
so scarce that even the local country
population has not sufficient.

The entire personnel of the coall mines
at Penzberg, Upper Bavaria,
strike, according to the Munich Post,
because the men were insufficiently fed.
The authorities are negotiating| with
them and at the same time trying to
better their conditions.

CHATHA WY G611

That the town of Chathain is likely to
be the headquarters for the newly au-
thorized forestry company to be raised
and commanded by Major Lionel Han-
nington was the opinion of milituryimcn
this morning. When the forestry com-
pany under the command of Major H S.
Jones was authorized, Chatham |was
mentioned as headquarters, but it/ was
later changed to Sussex. |

Major Kirkpatrick, a former company
commander in the 145th Battalion, and
of late assisting in recruiting |work
throughout the province, is likely [to be
offered the second in command Ma-
jor Hannington’s new unit.

Major Kirkpatrick has had quite a lot
of military experience and although his
accepting the position as second in com-
mand of the forestry unit would |neces-
sitate his being reduced in rank, yet his
experience in military work would be
of great benefit to the new unit. Retain-
ing his rank might be possible.

g
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at Predicted Great Offensive Will

be Tried: With Hope of Striking France

From New Quarter

Rome, via Puﬁ, March 28.—The predicted great offensive against Italy by
the. central powers: tontinues to be the chief topic of discussion in military and

political ecircles,

Field Marshali!Von Hindenburg is
France, across a jprostrate Italy.

In this‘eonn
serving with the:
preparation against
nounces ik in:
mania and“Serbia.

credited with aiming at an invasion of

. General Di Rossi; commander of the Montenegrin troops

ian army, writes: “A terrible and desperate attack is in

,Er lines. Everyone foresees it and even the enemy an-
%o intimidate us by threatening Italy with the fate of Rou-

y Available

London, March “Five thousand
skilled American fagmers on English
soil would go 2 longliway toward com-
batting Germany’s ‘plan to starve us into
submission through her submarines,” Sir
Arthur Lee, héad of ! newly-formed
food productien : ent said to the
Associated Press comrespondent.

“I told you recently,” Sir Arthur con-
tinued, “that we in to bring from
America some 2,000 tractor ploughs for
night ploughing. We ‘need the skilled
American farmers‘to supplement them.”

Sir Arthur Lee was British military
attache with the United States army
during the Spanish-A can war and
lnter military attiche @t the British em-
bassy in Washington. “He has seen ser-
vice in the ‘present War. FHis present
post.is an outgrowth jof the intensified
submarine warfare on February
1. Sir Art.ur is chs with the gi-
gonti¢ task of mnk&%I every available
foot of soil produce it§ fnaximum amount
of food. b

“I hope that we may be able to at-
tract to these shoreg st least:5,000 skill-
ed farmers from the United:States,” he
suid, . “We: willyof ! e, ‘gel some
skilled  agricultural ‘Relp. from Camadt—
from the great northwest—and we are
already benefiting to some extent by the
labor of Canadian farmers who  have
come over to fight for us. But we can-
not have too many. Skilled farm labor
is our crying need at this moment.”

FREACH T0 BRI 0T
FACT OF SHAAGERY N
RETREAT OF TEUTOS

Paris, March 28.—General Nivelle, at
the request of Rene Besnard, under-
necretary for war, has appointed a com-
mission of officers to report, on the de-
vastation caused by the Germans in the
evacuated portions of France,

The commission is instructed “to in-
quire into and draw up detailed reports,
with proofs attached, of all acts of
barbarity and devastation committed
without any military necessity and with
the sole object of ruining one of the
richest regions of France.”

N. H. GIRLS HAVE A PLAN
OF CANNING PREPAREDNESS
Manchester, N. H,, March 28—Hi!15-
botough county school girls are cnlist{ng
in the army of amateur farmers which
is springing up throughout New Eng-
land and are going a step further. They
are planning not only to raise vegetables
for home consumption, but also to.can
any excéss as a prep: ness measure
against the possibility of a shortage of
commercially canned goods next winter.
Home garden clubs and canning clubs
already have been formed in seven towns
and others are being organized. The
work is being directed by the Hills-
borough county farm bureau, and Coun-
ty Agent F. L. Ballard is assisting L. A.
Carlisle of Exeter and Miss Beulah Haz-
zard of Durham in the extension work.

WEATHER
REPOAT

Issued by Author-
ity of the Depart-
ment of Marine and
Fisheries, R. F. Stu-
part, director of
meterological service

Synopsis—The depression which was
over Georgian Bay yesterday, now cov-
ers the St. Lawrence Valley, causing
strong winds, gales and showery condi-
tions in Quebec and the maritime prov-
inces. In Ontario the weather has clear-
ed and become cooler.

Ottawa Valley — Strong westerly
winds, generally fair and cool. Thurs-
day, fair with stationary or a little high-
er temperature.

Fair and Cool

Maritime—Strong winds and moder-
ate gales, south to west; showery at
first, then clearing. Thursday, fresh to
strong westerly winds, fair and cool.

New England—Fair tonight. Thurs-

(BELIEVE OFFER

OF RODSEVEL
15 REECTE

Said to Have 60,000 to 75,000
Men Ready for Mobilization
—Urge Him to Go to Fromt
Via Capada

New York, March 28.—The New York
Sun says: “Rumors have reached here
that Colonel ' velt’s offer, to Presi-
dent Wilson, of a fully manned and arm-
ed division has been rejected. As the
colonel now is devil-fish fishing in Flor-
ida, no confirmation of the report could
be obtained. When the news was con-
veyed to men known to have enlisted in
the division, many of them said the
colonel would be urged to take his com-
mand to the European battle front by
way of Canada. They are hopeful their
commander’s love of a fight will com-
pel him to accept the suggestion if he
feels that his action will not imperil his
country. ~

From what can be learned of the divi-
sion, it has at the present time between
60,000 and 75,000 men enro all
pledged to follow the leadership of the
former president. The regimental col-
onels have been named and the outfit
has been almost completely officered. It
is asserted by those who have knowledge
of the enterprise that the entire force
could be mobilized within four days!

Becauge of the rumors .of  rejection,

ons-efficers. may send & dele-
prida to Teasn

i

‘gation to-the colonel in
his 'new. plans. ;

RAIN STORM N
HEAVY ENOUBH TO
CLEAN STREETS

Men of Water Works Department
Had Hopes It Would Continue
—Commissioner Fisher Gives
Three Reasens for His Stand ea
Hose Matter—Break in Lan-
caster Stop Cock

The officials of the street department
were in a class by themselves this morn-
ing when they noted with regret that
old Jupiter Pluvius had ceased his ac-
tivities and that the driving rain had
subsided. Had the storm continued a
few hours longer it would have assisted
materially in the cleaning of the streets,
according to Commissioner Fisher. On
the other hand, it was found necessary
for some of the men of the street depart-
ment to quit work while the storm was
at its height, but others were equipped
with oil skins and continued their work,
though at a disadvantage.

The gutters that have been cut out
of the ice during the last few days were
deepened by the rain this morning, but
the effect upon the heavy ice on most
of the streets was practically nil. With
the temperature averaging about forty-
two degress, the rain was too cold to do
effective work in a short space of time.

Clean Approach to Ferry Floats.

An effort is being made thoroughly
to clean Water street at the intersection
of Princess street, in order that the ferry
floats may be kept in good condition.

Commissioner Fisher this morning
told a Times reporter that at yestérday’s
council meeting he gave three reasons
why he voted against the hose accept-
ance motion. First, he was of the opinion
that tenders should come before the
common ouncil and be opened there;
second, that local men should be given
an opportunity of tendering, although
not manufacturers of hose, 'and third,
that the American hose should have been
considered, not necessarily to accept the
lowest tender. Commissioner Fisher
added that the commissioner of public
safety had said that the American hose
was of better quality and in view of the
indications that there existed a Canadian
combine, this would naturally tend to
higher prices.

There was a blow out in a two inch
stop cock at Lancaster yesterday after-
noon. It was in a cross section, but
the water works men found it possible
to effect repairs in about an hour by
opening some of the hydrants and re-
ducing the pressure on the pipes in that
section of ILancaster. .

VOLUNTEER YACHT CLUB
MAKES OFFER TO GOVT.

Lynn, Mass., March 28—Commodore
William R. Cele of the Volunteer Yacht
Club has telegraphed President Wilson
offering the clubhouse as a rendezvous

day fair, warmer in Connecticut and

western Massachusetts; strong ‘was$ and
southwest winds

for the naval hrigade. The action was
quthorized by ', club

Cut Coal Price Fifty Cents

Philadelphia and Reading Company An-
nounces Reduction—Believed Others

Will Follow Lead

New York, March 28—The Philadelphia and Reading Coal and Iron Com-
pany today announced a reduction of fifty cents a ton in the price of coal, to be-
come effective on April 2. The reduction applies only to stove, egg and nut

siges,

According to custom, ten cents a ton will be added to the prices of these
sizes each month until September 3. Coal dealers say they believe all the pro-
ducing companies will follow the lead of the Philadelphia and Reading, notwith-
standing earlier prediction that, on account of unusual conditfons this spring,
the customary reductions would not be made,

PROFESSOR SMITH
'0F MOUNT ALLISON
~ DIED THIS MORNING

For Many Years Professer of Clas-
sics— Prefound Studeat and Man
of High Literary Attainment

This morning at his home in Sackvﬂ.ie.
N. B,, Dr. Alfred D. Smith, professor of
classics of the University of Mount Al-
lison, passed away. Professor Smith is
well known in the city of St. John by

fessional men. Speaking of him to a
a‘imm’ reported this morning, H. A.
Powell, K.C., who was a close friend of
the professér, said:

“In the eath of Professor Smith the
maritime provinces have lost its most
widely and learned classical student.
Sidney S called Macaulay a ‘book
in hreeches,! Smith was a walk-
ing enclyeopeadia. ‘He was a man who
delved dev:}?ntu almost every branch of
knowledge and had supplied himself
with its richest stores. He was not a
mere book-worny, as he had opinions and
strong opinions on almost every subject.

“Unfortunately, Dr. Smith has left no
great monument of the erudition of his
great ability beyond that in' the minds
of those who had the privilege of attend-
ing his lectures at college.

“Unobtrusive and unostentious,” con-
tinued Mr. Powell, “his life was very
simple. He loved his home and his
library, and to be there or at his hos-
pitable tables was one of the ‘delights
of life. He swas one of the wittest of
men and could Summon from his vast
stores of knowledge facts and make in-
teresting any. subject that he discussed.
During the: last twenty-five years it is
doubtful if he was ever outside of the
town of Sackville, in’ which he lived. On
account of his peculiarities he was not
known outside of the collegiate world,
but the many students who attended
Mount Allison all regard him as the most
learned man with whom they ever came
in contact. .

“Association with him was itself the
greatest of educational influences. I
think I will be talking for thousands of
young men, now occupying prominent
positions in Canada, when I say that
they owe more to Dr. Smith, in the way
of their mental development, especially
along literary lines, than to any other
influence,” said Mr. Powell. “Often I
have thought as I have come in contact
with men of reputation as scholars and
thinkers in other lands, how far below
Dr. ‘Smith were they all in scholarship
and literary attainment.”

Dr. Smith was born in one of the is-
lands of the West Indies about seventy
years ago. This also gave birth to Alex-
ander Hamilton, probably the greatest
of American statesmen. He spent a por-
tion of his boyhood in Newfoundland
and received his college education at
Mount Allison University. He became
professor of classics there about 1871,
which position he filled until the time
of his death.

Unfortunately Dr. Smith did not take
to authorship and has left little in the
way of literary contribution for the bene-
fit of his country.

His wife was an aunt of George Hen-
derson, police clerk of this city. He had
three children, one a daughter who died
in early womanhood, and two sons, one
who is now manager of the Royal Bank
of Canada at Dorchester, and the other a
commercial iraveler. Thousands of stu-
dents who have attended Mount Allison
University will learn. with sorrow of his
death. Among the prominent New
Brunswick men who were well acquaint-
ed with Professor Smith and who at-
tended his lectures were Judge White,
Judge McKeown, H. A. Powell, M, G.
Teed, Judge Jonah, Judge Wells and
Rev. G. M. Campbell.

IS LIKELY TO SEEK
VOLUNTARY INTERNMENT

San Francisco, March 28—Federal au-
thorities said today it was probable that
Leiut. Wilhelm Von Brincken, German
consular - attache, who was convicted
several weeks ago, together with Franz
Bopp, former German consul-general
here, and others, of violating American
neutrality, would seek voluntary intern-
ment. It is said that Von Brincken had
been notified that his bonds of $25,000
were to be recalled by the bonding com-

pany.

'

RECOVERING
William Hogan, who was kicked by
a horse yesterday afternoon, is much
improved at the hospital today. He re-
ceived a nasty gash in the leg.

0TES FOR VONEN
I COMMONSTODAY

Champions of “The Cause” Believe
They Have Won — Other Re-
forms in the Franchise

London, March 28.—An important de-~
bate is set for the House of Commons
today in reference to a reform of the
parliamentary franchise. A conference
held recently, which was presided over
by the speaker, recommended the fol-
lowing programme: A certsin measure
of woman suffrage, six months’ resi-
dence or the odcupation of business
premises to be the only qualification for
voting; re-distribution of seats; pro-
portional representation in large urban
;reas; all elections to be held on one

ay.

Former Premier Asquith will move
today for prompt legislation to give ef-
fect to these recommendations. .

Premier Lloyd George is expected to
support the motion and to indicate the
government’s approval of woman suff-.
rage. Champions of woman suffrage
are exuberantly hopeful that their cause
Is.won. There is, however, much dif-
ference of opinion in the house on this
and one of the other features of the
proposed reforms. Arnold Ward, son
of Mrs. Humphrey Ward, novelist, is
prepared to move an amendment de-
clining to consider such a controversial
subject as woman’s suffrage during the
war.

MURDER N STREET
I THE TONG WAR

Portland,  Ore, March 28—Chinese
Tongmen, in an automobile in the busi-
ness district last night, poured bullets
from automatic pistols into another mov-
ing machine, killing Joseph Gue, a Chi-
}rese merchant, and wounding his chauf-
eur.

Gue’s was the second death here yes-
terday in the Tong war, which has been
raging in Pacific coast cities for several
weeks. Jim Bow, restaurant proprietor,
was found dead in his bed with his
throat cut.

HOSPITAL SHIP WAS
- BLAZING WITH LIGHT
-AND EASILY IDENTIFIED
WHEN HUNS SANK HER

London, March 28—The survivors of
the British hospital ship Austurias were
landed at a village on the shore' of an
unnamed estuary, The villagers were
aroused early in the morning by the
noise of motor boats and other -craft
speeding to and fro and 'hastened to the
assistacce of the refugees. As many as
possible of the survivors were supplied
with clothes and wraps, but the village
wardrcbes were soon exhausted and
quilts and blankets were called into ser-
vice.

The refugees said that the torpedo
which sank the hospital ship, struck near
the stern and almost missed. One of the
woman nurses on board, who was at-
tached to the British field hospital in
Serbia said: “We had no warning of any
kind and we thought that an hospital
ship would be sacred even to the Ger-
mans. Of course we had heard threats
to the contrary, but the thing seemed so
utterly barbarous that I dismissed it
from my mind. We sailed through the
Bay of Biscay without fear and without
trying to avoid detection. When the As-
turias was attacked she was blazing with
light and easy to identify.”

WAR PRISONERS

London, March 28.—(New York Sun
cable.)—Great Britain holds more than
71,000 'prisoners of war, of whom J5,-
379 are Germans, while Germany has
82,500 British war prisoners. Very few
Britons are held as prisoners outside
of Germany.

Proposals for exchanges of prisoners
have been considerably advanced with
Turkey, but Germany and Austria-
Hungary have not replied to the British
suggestions.

AreWeTo Hear New Peace Suggestions ?

London, March 28.—(New York World cable.)-—A despatch to the Morn-
ing Post from Amsterdam, says: “In Berlin political circles great importance i-

uttached to a visit by the Austrian foreign

minister to the German capital,

which coincides with a visit by Enver Pasha, Turkish minister for war, who ar-

rived on Sunday evening.

It is persistently rumored in some circles that these

visits are associated with new peace suggestions,




