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_ Christmas of Other Days.

n the midst of Christmas preparation in
the hom#é of the people of . this land the
Christmas of the early days, of the days
that fried men's souls are not forgotten, in
fact in certain parts of ‘the South and of
New England and even in the remote forests
of the West, the yule-log and the attendant

remonies are still matters of record.

In the pioneer days of the Middle West,
which are remembered by men still alive,
the rugged frontier men,
mates and children, ate such good things as
the family larder provided; thanked the
Prince of Peace for His care of them and
proceeded . te. drag the big log into proper
position, where its sputtering resin and pleas-
ing incense rendered a consciousness of as-

soclation with the friends ‘in the ‘old home-;

steads so many miles away.
In the Southland

BRINGING IN THE YULE LOG.
Christmas festival before the Civil War, was

an occasion of great pomp and ceremony..

The head of the plantation became the pa-
triarch of the occasion and, assisted by the
.members of his family, distributed gifts of
more or less value among his dependents.
Great dinners, with all the attendant evi-
dences of high living, were an important part
of the Christmas observance. The negroes
dressed in the most fanciful and impossible
costumes, which their ardent love of colors
suggested, waited cereraoniously on’ the yer-
anda of the house, or in the big colonial hall
for the appearance of their lozd and master.
"fhis was. the one day in the year when there
was no work for anybody, except the ser-
vants engaged in cooking the good things.

DISTRIBUTING USEFUL PRESENTS.

#The mistress of the Manor House was al-
ways busy on Christmas Day, for on her
devolved the duty of choosing the dress for
Rachel, .the shpes for George Washington,
and the bandana head-covering for Aunt
Chloe. Of course, the more youthful denizens
f.the quarters were remembered with the
hod things that appealed to, their childish
agination. Cider was generally ‘distributed
to each male, while the members of the fam-
ily *:wered a toast in eparkling Bordeaux.
The Qance on .the barn floor Christmas even-
{ng wds a noteworthy-feature of the South-
ern {stmas. Accompanied by a female
member of his family, he always led off the
“Virging Reel,”” his retainers according to
their rank in the family falling in behind.
These ‘antebellum customs of the South
were brought to this country by the fore-
fathers of the planters, who entertain their
English yoemen much after the same fashion.
It was in New England homes of half a
century - ago that the descendants of the
Puritan emigrants made Christmas an occa-
sion of special ceremony and hospitality.
Good cheer ‘prevailed everywhere for the har-
vest was gathered im, and the fruits of the
year's labor were at hand. The good wife
and her daughters made preparations for the

with their help-;

the celebration of the,

the mince meat ware prepared. The most
promising ‘turkeys were made ready-'for the
sacrifice. . The father and the young men |
went into the woods and brought home the!
yule log and the evergreens for the house |
decorations. In all the churches special pro-!
grammes in honor of the day were prepared
and the good pastors and their families were
never neglected by the simple congregations
to which they ministered. It was indeed &
season of peace and good will. o

THE CHILDREN"S TOYS.

It was, of course, customary for children
to expect and recelve Santa Claus’ donation
for their Christmas, but the toys which play-
ed their part in’ the festivities bore no comi-
| parison to thosé of the present day. There
were no electrical or steam contrivances then,
The toys; in the main, were of painted wood
and - artistically arranged ' tin and paper.
There were dolls’ and wagons and jacks in
the box, an da féw books had been prepared
and were distributed to children. it was
about the time that the books for children
first made their. appearance arranged and
decorated with Christmas ornamentation and
embellishments. i

As a rule "the few mechanical toys that’
were in existence had springs for their mo-
tive power, and even dolls with moving eyes
were unknewn. It may be sald truthfully
that toys were crude and very limited in var-
fety. They were mostly all of foreign manu-
facture,

But these children, many of them now
grandfathers and grandmothers, were easy
to satisfy and took their plain toys of inex-
pensive make with as much avidity and
thankfulness as the budding genius of today
displays when the good old saint presents
him with & miniature power boat or aero-
plane, or steam railway model. 1

A Simple Christmas Gift

For the girl who has many friends to re-

\

o|'miémber 'at- Christmas time, a .slen8dr pirse |
{and willing, -nimble fingers, there is nothing

prettier- than one of the mew' lamp shades.
It. requires the art of knowing how to em-

thing of thdat at least. The shade is done
in Madeira embroidery. on the sheerest hand-
kerchief linen or Persian lawn. It is made
over an Empire frame covered with shirred
silk. The frame is circular, about nine or
ten inches in diameter at the bottom and five
or six at the top. -

This is covered with green emerald silk
g,therod to the frame at top and bottom.

he outer cover is of white batiste, finished
on the upper and lower edge with a tiny
_scallop such as is used on a fine corset cover.
The¢ design ‘may be an open one of dragone
in;g. twining fqliage interspersed with eye-
e i gy

The work is done in & fine white mercer-
ized. cotton, in the over and over stitch
wherever the work is raised, but most’often
’ln the eyelet stitch. There ought to be just
{ enough of .the satin stitch to relieve the
'flatness of the Madeira embroidery. The ma-
terials for a shade of this sort are compara-
tively inexpensive.

i DIDN'T BLAME HIM

i Hiram—I hear yore son Jonathan ai;}
makin’ a name fer hisself in the city.

Siram—Yaas, and I ain’t blamin” aim

! fer “it, neether.” I ain’t powerfully stuck

!onuhi; ole.name myself, by grass!

Cakijana, one of the Zula chiefs accus-
.ed with Dinizula of high treason, was
sentenced at Greytown, Natal, to seven|
'ye'ars’ hard labor. 1

There were 24,200 more pupils in the
public schools of New York  city- last:
| week than there were during the corres-|
ponding week of a. year ago.

Right of butial with full military hon-,
ors at the expense of the state has been |
awarded to Crimean and Mutiny veterans |
living in Australia. )

i Ver,

broider—and . the average gitl knows some-|

il

i

Tormer Chy

When Washington was president he was
by birth as well as official rank the leading

citizen of the Natiopal Capitol,and his Christs

mas entertainments, while lavish, were of a
formal nature. Those days were for-
mal. Etiquette and social usages were en-
tirely different from these latter days. Unl-
formed officials of the government, states-
men in wigs and ruffled and embroidered
shirt fronts—with knee breeches and dazzling
shoes buckles—were. features of the Chriet-
mas festivities. There were always a Christ-
mas reception and ball for the immed.ate
friends of the President and there was much
heavy drinking and gallantry—the latter be-
cause ‘Washington was ‘the most gallant gen-
tleman of his day and the men who. sur-
rounded him were all his ardent admirers
and followers.

Women were looked -upon as-helpful beings
to make the family circle complete. They
were loved and admired—they danced grace-
fully—they wore their clothes well—they per-
formed on the spinet, and that was about
the sum total of their imtellectual acccmplish-
ments, It was a handsome and a brilllant
picture to see the Father of His Country
leading out his-beautiful niece to open the
great Christmas ball. Long lines of pretty
women and handsome men stepped into thelr
places and then the wonderful figures of the
dances of the day were gone through,

But times and men and women changed
rapidly. The long and lean Andrevg Jack-
son, when he was president, while conform-
ing to the former Christmas ideals, broke
many social precedents. His official house-

THE STATELY CHRIST

hold was small and an overdoss of formality
fretted him. ‘He invited to his entertain-
ments and showed much attention to the
ladies ‘who had :effended agninst the social
usages of Bis time. He admired brains and
spirit iz a woman and he demanded that
others pay ecimilar homage. Thus was an
epoch marked In the evolution of the wo-
man of coloninl days from a mere pretty
parlor setting to the woman of toddy who
elects to be the peer of her brother in every
line of achievem@nt.” ° *

Lincoln's Chrigtmases at:the Whits House
were always sad and the festivities, such as
they were, were confined to his own imme-
diate family and  his cabjnet friends.
course, Tad had Mhis Christmas tree and his
toys, but the heart of the great, kindly

father bled with his people, and there was

no room in it for mirth. -Again, Mrs, Lincoln
was not inclined to soelability. She never
cared to perform the social amenities that
her. husband’s high position demanded, and
this added to thc"xgenenl opinion that com-
pany was unwelcome at the. White. House.

Mrs. Grant was a very popwlar Christmas
host and it is certain that life in the
 White House was alway$d pleasant durm§ her
reign as iis mistress., The ‘winsome Nellie
Grant of those days was the idol of a‘large
circle of friends,and acquaintances, and she
and her brothers enjoyed thelY Christmases
to a full degree. Formality had no part in
the celebrations, which were as homelike and
as’ happy as loving and! indulgent’ paretits
could make them.

Mrs. Hayes, wife of President Rutherford
B. Hayes, r/d!h more than any other chate-
i

Of- dren

ristmases e White Flowe

House to depart from es-
::ll:_' h;r %!tdmllmu
] e ° er was
‘--‘"“QY ‘one, ‘but' the news lea Inaox"“ of
the White House and a social wag

minent. Would Mrs. Hayes dare to exclude
wine from the state dinners? Mrs. Hayes

dared.

During the Cleveland r ¢ at the White
Houunfhe official mldewwn n?: sch{al
home of the Cleveland children and their
lovely ‘mother. While Mrs. Cleveland’'s so-
cial career was brilliant, most of her time
was gpent in the nursery and her children
enjoye: m:.hledlr Christmas as sure epough chil-
i The Rootevelts have been v ha; in
théir manner of dealing with ge’ cn&%w
problems. Their Christmas is strictly pri-
vate and entirely a family event. 1Im the
morning all the members of the family gb
to church. After luncheen the presents are
examined and the President joins the family
group and tdlks to his sens and jests with
{them. For the Rodsevelt family sre  very
fond of their distinguished father and he is
8o fond of them that he has been known to
leave a.statesman waiting in the executivé
offices while he romped with Quentin.’ In
the evening the dinner is served at 7.30 in
the private dlnlg‘f room. 'This meal is stgict-
}y exi:amme and the day closes with a fa

chat.
Rooseveit 'children’ are, spending their lest
. winter .in" the - White Houg?nmf mm:rw
ool me ad 18, it
roe ristmas away from the
» licity that they have always abborred. -

laine of the White
tablished customs.
dinner no wine was

MAS DANCE IN THE DAYS LONG GONE BY:

Inexpensive Christmas Gifts.

For the average girl the rush of the Christ-
mas season is made more ;irying by the per-
plexing question of' what ‘will make a suit-
able and -welcome present for this person
or that. And this is a greater .source of
worry whén the recipient iz a man. What is
the proper thing to give father, brother or
uncle? i

Most men appreciate any emall article that
is. pretty.
that has to be worn. Of course, a scarf, a
pin, an umbrella or a walking stick are al-
ways acceptable—but a man usually has some
finicky "desire to choose such things for him-
self. Tollet and desk conveniences are al-
ways safe. '

Three-plece brush sets—two oval and one
oblong—are certaln to please. They are

' glass Iiner,
And most men dislike anything back.

mounted with sterling or filled silver, copper,
brass or gun metal, and ornamented with
flowers or figures” in raised or chased ef-
fects.. Some are - backed with. eatinwood,
ebony or mahogany, and have gold, silver
of brass tracings and monggram plates.

having sets may be purchased leather-
bound cases with kid linings!: Usually there
is "a  quadruple-plated cup, having an opal
a silver-handled  shbaving brush
and a large circular mirrori’with an easel
20! Regular shaving stands of unickel or
silver plating may be bough have
oval upright mirrors upon a' stout rod, to
which is attached a ring into which the
brush handle is slipped when not in use.
A porcelain cup, fittingg into a stationary
one of metal, is at the base of the rod, In a

triple glass of this sort the shaver may view

his face and throat from all sides.

Metal bath puff boxes,
a taloum powder puff. - -
are too' large to be convenient
Jfnen. A small pgyder puff and box, however,
in imporied leather and J_;{:lnéu lacquér
cases, containing small bottles '~ of tch
hazel, bay rum, th powder and violet am-
maonia ean be purchased.

A .compact dréssing table convenlence is a
collar button box having a pincushien cover
with sunken scarf pin holders. Articleg for
the desk are made of antique brass, old sil-
ver. and Egyptian hronze, 'They include min-
fature dlesticks for heating sealing wax,
postage stamp boxes, spindles, clippers, paper
weights, ' letter holders, scissers, knives. gnd
blotter . A crash-covered correspond-
ence tablet, fitted with a pen wiper and blot-
a"' is-a great convenience for the traveling

¥ :
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.1arge . dfmension
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POOR DOCUMENT

At the Christmas season it is hard to re-
vert to the things that are not pleasant, but,
{n order to recognize one’s duty, the unpleas-
ant things must be brought forward and their
existence analyzed. ; -

It is pitiable and heartrending to know that
to many of the foor and the afflicted Christ-
mas means nothing but a name or a memory
of former days, when the surroundings were
' a8 _they shonld be.

This year,. stricken misfortune or help-
Eeu‘ under physical suffering, Christmas has

0 appeal for thousands of men, women and
children. !

In the case of the latter, many of them are
helpless, unable to provide for themselves.
lh? are orphans, while still others are the
children of ‘poverty and wretchedness and
‘Sometimes of misery and sin.

But_ He camé as a babe to do His work in
the world. He assumed the form of help-
Tespness and showed His love for the little
ones ‘of the world in that fashion. Later in
lite He admonished His apostles ‘to ‘‘Suffer
the little children to come uhto Me” and
taught them: “Inasmuch as you have done
it untﬁ the least of these you have done it
uato Me.”

AN APPEAL FOR THE CHILDREN.

For Those Who Have Not.

A PATHETIC FIGURE.

A (?athetic figure that always appeals at
the Christmas season is the old lady or gen-
tleman who have been thrown on the world
to fight their battles alone. Many of them
have fallen away behind in the race. They
are often thinly clad at this season of the
year, but will not make their wants knowa
where they would be supplied. They have
the pride and instincts of the old school.
Take them into your econfidence—see that
their actual needs are supplied—do what you
do positively but inoffensively, and you will
succeed in causing much pleasure.

The hospitals are full of sick, many of
whom have no friends to visit them or com-

The tiny flgure of the Babe in the stable
st Hethlehem‘:ppenls to the world in behalt

the children who -have nobody to brighten

eiv lives at Christmas time. course,
{n the institutions for childrem which
supported the philanthropic organized and
generally effective efforts are miade to make

] happy for the little ones, but there
are f:"{ﬁ“’ far more unfortunate, in whose
beha! 8 F«; 8.

‘Notice tib gma children of the poor who
five in the alley or around the cormer from
you. You are happy in the knowledge that

children have evétything they ne
mthﬂr Christmas {s .assured. But do

ow that the p:lrwtdw ‘who lives a
13} frﬂn you " has three children who are
famishing for want of proper elothing and
shoes? Can you realize that you can take
from your p'nt abundance enough to make
one mother's heart bléess you and to make
one baby warm and comfortable?

And then the pleasure that ybur own con-
sclousness feels and what it adds to your
own happiness. ould you wish to know

| what real contentment is—do something for

who does not expect it. This is
of real love—the frujtion of noble

our mind to make one child
hristmas. You may find a child

I y

e gospel

endeavor.

_Make up

y this

of the rich, surrounded by every luxury, but

lacking a little loye and absolutely hunger-

m for {t. From your wealth of love give &
re. ;

g

ed—
I

CHRISTMAS CHEER FOR A SUFFERER.

fort them. You ecan procure a few. flowers
iand go to the hospital and present them for
' the sick poor. Or better, you can pass into
| ome of the wards and say a few words te
some bed-ridden fellow-creature. . These
things do not cost much, but they are won-
dertully effective, And then, too, don’t for-
t the children’s homes and hospitals. It
Jbehooves everybody who would be happy
Christmae to try to alleviate a little of the
world’s burden of misery. The greatest hap-
piness always comes from doing the greatest

That it is the spirit, mot the gift itself,
that counts, is a thought that has been worn
G gh frequent repeti-
g e year. Old though
it is still as vitally true

. So many people now-

| unconsciously -intp the habit of
a gift with eyes that do not mean
are, epeculative—in fact, almost

tical. %
It cannot be too firmly impressed that the
value of & gift is not in its cest, but in the
thought evidenced. One le
in the true spirit of Christmas is better than
a cartioad of fine presents given from a sense
- Jf thisis borne.in mind, Christ-
and the” giving’ and Tecéiving of ' gifts
ean be made a source of real happimess.
Though the family purse is slender,
hands and a sipcere heart are su
equal to n‘al;lns| up the seeming deficit..
Children very often cannot iinderstand why
Tommy Greem or Julia Smith always bhave
just what they want, and they themselves
have to do without. An extra effort can be
made to give them something that they long
for, and love and a simple explanation of
what Christmag really means will be a most
valuable adjunct. It is good tralning for
e, ber thd old"pevple and those Isid
gmember ol¢ LN
u,ll‘de by infirmifies from active usefulness.
Send a word of greeting to old friends and

those in foreign lands. Remember the dis-

t given:

- _Christmas Gift Philosophy.

couraged and’ the friendless, not necessarily

with gifts of moneyed value, but with' words
'ot cheer. Let them know you: wish them a
‘M Christmas.’”” Postal cards can be ob-
tained in all parts of the world, and those
traveling abroad canmot help but appreciate
a remembrance of even this inexpensive sort.
An inexpensive gift that shows thought and

pictures, whether colored or black and white.
These may be grouped on the wall most at-
‘tncﬁvely. The framing should be uniform,
with the dark gray, green or blue mats and
binding. The Christmas message may be
written on the back. In fact, a thousand and
one gifts may be made at home with but
little cost ‘arid much joy to both the giver
and the receiver—provided the real Christ-

' mas spirit is the incentive.

Mistral, the celebrated Provencal poet,
who is seventy-eight years old, is report-
ed to be seriously ill.

The average yield of wheat per acre in
the United States is 12 bushels; in Eng-
lland it is about. 27 bushels. i

The cities of Eutope having the lightest
death rate are Stockholm, Christiana, Ber-
lin and London. . :

=]

event weeks in advance. The pumpkin and

THE MEN’S CORNER---BY CHARLES

BYNG HALL.

Legend of the Mistletoe
Bough

_ Of the vast number of people famillar with
the aspect of mistletoe, and its traditional
customs at the festive season, how many
could accuyrately say where and how the
plant ‘grows, and why kiesing has been for
so maay centuries associated with it? But
r small percentage could give any other than
the vague reply that mistletoe grows on oak
trees. As regards the custom of kissing
under the pale green leaves and silvery ber-
ries, the almost certain answer would be
that it is an ancient custom, which ig cor-
rect, but does not throw much light en the
subject. ¢
As to the oak theory, which is a very pap-
ular one with townspeople, it is quite op-
posed to fact. The mistletoe is occasionally
seen upon the oak, but it is far more com-
mon on the lime tree, the black poplar, and
the apple tree. i
Birds, particularly the mistlethrush, whose
name shows his association with the. plant—
are believed to be frequent unintentional pro-
g:ﬁtbrn of mistletoe. After feeding on the
rries they wipe their bills by rubbing them
on the branch on which they have alighted.
Eastwards to the forests and mountains
and fjords of Scandinavia, must we go for
the legend which explains why kissing and
mistletoe have for so many centuries been
ciated, back through the vista of cen-
t\Wies to the slaying of Balder the Beautiful.
Fpiga, the Scandinavian Venus, discovered
that some evil threatened Balder, her son.
and exacted an oath from earth, air, fire, and
water and everything that sprang frem them,
not to injure him. But Lok, the evil genlus,
having tried everything else as a weapon
against Balder, made an arrow of mistletoe,
because it grew neither in earth, air, nor
water ,and ‘with it induced Heder, the blind
god of fate, to slay Blader. All Nature
mourned him, for he was the Scandinavian
Apollo, and Hela, goddess of death, at the
genera! grief restored him. Then did our
Saxon ancestors dedicate the mistletoe to the
Venus  of the north. Therefore the kisses
of countless generations of lovers under its
gilver-berried sprays.

The Joyous Spirit of
. Christmas

Christmas is approaching once again, and
the whole civilized world salutes it with a
homage as fresh and as joyful as though the
glorious message it embodies were only of
yesterday. No doubt there is much that is
far removed from the religious spirit in the
meiry-making with which the average man
participates in the great festival, but this
only renders more striking the universality
tti’nd unwearying zeal of the whole celebra-

on.

There are many other occasions for megry-
making in the calendar, but one_is observed
on the same scale or with the same energy
as Christmas, Moreover, there is nothing so
markedly seductive about plum-pudding and
mince pies, or holly and mistletoe, to ac-
count for a unanimity of rejoicing which
throws every other into the shade.

The truth is that Christmas is, in a sense,
the least sectarian of all the institutions of
the church. It embodies the ethical essential
of Christian teaching before which all men
must bow—which neither the critic nor the
schismatic, nor even the heretic can murmur
at. This ethical essential survives the
wrangles of theologians on specific’ doctrines,
and is the true test of the vitality and suf-
ficiency of the Christian dispensation,

There is, perhaps, another reason for the
indestructibility of Christmas. It is that as
the centuries have rolled on men have recog-
nized that Christmas not only pictures &
hope, but also enjoins a duty. The passive
watching for the ‘Golden Age has refreshed
itself with active attempts. -

Té learn its worth
By startin’ a branch establishment,
And runnin’ it here on earth.

A passion to make the world better, a re-
solve to cope with the eternal problem of
evil, has filled the hearts and minds of good
men and women, and so, in increased human
sympathy and love, the lesson of Christmas
has entwined itself anew with our daily lives.

A Case of Mistaken Indentity.

There’'s a certain young married man who
has a perfect horror of being what he calls
“made a fuss over.'”” He returned home one
evening, limping decidedly. His wife was the
ministering angel in a moment. How did
it happen? When did it happen? Why did it
happen? Was he in much pain? etc.

But the ungrateful brute vouchsafed no in-
formation beyond that he had slipped and
wrenched his ankle somehow and wanted to
be let alone. He lay down on the divan and
finally dozed off into a heavy sleep. After a
time he woke' with a start. His wife was
standing by him, a beatific smile of sym-
pathy on her face.

w

TAILOR’S PUN i
Customer—Are you sure this piece of
cloth will stand wear for the winter?
Tajlor—Yes, sir. Why, we call that
*k of cloth “mystery.”
Customer—Why so?”’
Tailor—Because it is so bard to unravel.

COULDN'T

Dauber—I'm going to make a water
color painting of John D. ;
Fuanniman—Yes;: I suppose it would be

a pretty hard job to do. him in “cil.

| playing craps)—Young man, do you ex-

“Now just hold still a moment loager,”” she
pleaded consolingly, ‘‘and ‘I'll<have it finish-
. I did so hope I could finish without wak-

ing you.”

%hen she knelt hurriedly by his foot,which
she had nearly finished dressing, after re-
moving his shoes and stockings, applying
every home remedy she could think of. He
lay very quiet and, much. to her surprise,
made no o%jecﬂon at all.

At length she straightened up and exclaim-
ed triumphantly:

. “There, now; doesn’t the foot feel lots bet~
er?'’

“I presume it would,’”” came the answer
in annoyed tones, ‘it it had happened to be
the right one.” : :

' SORRY HE SPOKE

‘De Wealth (catching his office’ boy
pect to play craps as long as you remain
in this office?

Boy—Oh! no, boss; I hope some day to,
be raised to partner in de firm and uen/
I will play “bridge.”

A DANGEROU> QUESTION
Doran—Whoi did O’Brién ivir marry
thot widdy woman wid th’ tin children?
Horan—Shure, Oi dunnaw, - Oi've nivir

y

A chemist has been wasting good plum-
pudding by subjecting it to the ordeal of
quantitative analysis. He has evaporated
the water and volatile matter at a tem-
perature of 100 degrees centigrade, and
found that less than two-thirds of the or-
iginal pudding remained.

He ascertained that the 'dried product
consisted of one-third sugar, one-balf dex-
trin, starch and cellulose, one-sixth of
nitrogenous substances and fat, and the
inconsiderable residun of such delicacies

as acetic tartaric end phosphoric acids’

The poor pudding has suffered materi-
ally in the unmaking, its very ashes be-
ing differentiated as ‘‘soluble” and “in-
soluble,” but it has gained a mora] vic-
L M

The chemist has done his worst, and the
worst he can say of this wonderful com-
pound is that it is “not quite so concen-
trated a form of diet as has been sup-
posed, and conjectures that it yields as
much sustenance as beefsteak are certain-
ly not supported by its. chemical com-

Pium Pudding in the Laboratory.

mate to it somewhat elosely.” i

On the .other hand, the chemist is
forced to admit—reluctantly, no doubt—
that the pudding i “most agreeable as
an article of food.” Is not this, after
all, what it was made for?

We may be sure that the gemius who
invented the Christmas complement of
roast beef and turkey gave little thought
to the nutrient properties of his pudding.
His aim was to please the robust palate,
and the ‘proof of his success will be heard

position. -As regapds .nutrient. value,
probably dried figs and dates approximate-

next Friday in the clatter of spoon and
fork all round -the English-speaking. world.

A Small Six-Room l‘louse_, Costing $1,500.

DESIGNED BY CHAS. §. SEDGWICK, ARCHITECT, MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.

Here is a small, square, two-story house
of six rooms—the first story is eight feet
six inches high, and the second story eight
feet six inches, the height of the outside
studding being 18 feet. The foundation
finishes eight inches above the grade and
from the' top of same to the sill of the
first story windows, the outside is covered
with molded drop siding; and from the
sill to the main cornice the covering is

narrow eiding. The outer angles are fin-
ished with neat paneled pilasters in -the

colonial style, which add much, to ‘the

neatness of the design. The estimate of
cost is $1,500, exclusive. of heating and
plumbing. The size of the ground area
is twenty-two feet by twenty-five feet,
making it a good plan for a narrow Jlot.
Owing to the regularity and the square
exterior this is a very simple and inex-
pensive house to build. Many pevple like

a full, square, two-story house, and in!

this house they have that type econom-
ized in every way, and brought within the
means of the laboring men. ‘The interior
is prettily treated with a neat entrance
hall, stairway and seat; and opened up

| opening, The ‘chimney is well located,
"and.if desired a:fireplace could be had in
the living room-at $50 extra cost. The
floors ghould be of oak or maple; and the
finish of the first story .in hard pine var-
nished. The second story rooms have
hard pine floors, varnished and . painted
woodwork. .

The painting for exterior is suggested to
be as follows: The drop siding of the
base up to the first-story windows, also
the piazza, window casings and cornice,
to be white; all of the body of the house
to be painted a medium dark ‘shade of

well <with - the- living-room by'wide. cased | bluisly gray, and -the: roof ‘red.

Chriétma,s Gifts—How to
Choose Them -

There is an art in the choosing of pres-
ents and the secret of success therein lies
mainly, as in most other arts, in the tak-
ing of pains.
. The value of a gift depends upon the
sacrifices which it has entailed upon the
giver., These may be pecunmiary or per-
svnal or both. i
The pecuniary factor is fixed bix the
means of the giver and his relationship to
the object of the gift. It is capable in
every case of being estimated with some-
thing" like mathematical accuracy.
'L'o give a poorer present than you can
afford is mean. To give a more costly one
than you can afferd is immoral. Extrava-
gance, even in gifts, is a false tribute to
those you love, especially if they are de-
pendent on your means. /
The second factor, that of personal ser-
vice, is the really important one. It is the
true test of affection. Your wife’s rich
uncle sends her, perhaps, a set of furs.
You give her gomething costing a tenth
of the price in money, but entailing ten
times as much thought and loving effort
in the getting. Regarded as portable prop-
erty, the rich man’s gift is incomparably
the better, but as a bond of affection be-
tween giver and receiver, can you doubt
that your humble offering is the more. ef-
ficient ? L
So with a]l presents which are intended
as tributes of affection.
depends, not so much upon their cost in
dollars, as upon the evidence they bear
of personal service—of trouble taken to
divine without asking, and, as far as one's
means permit, to gratify the tastes or
wishes of the recipients,
The Kaiser's Xmas Cake.
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Their real value,

The Kaiser’s Christmas
Cake

At all the courts of the Fatherland, just
gs well as in the home of the simplest ecot-
tager, a tree will be found in the home,
surrounded by the family on Christmas
Eve. It is Christmas Eve, and not Christ-
mas Day, that is the great fete day at

huge carp and plates of gingerbread and
sweetmeats of all kinds generally take the
place of our. Christmas dinner of roast
turkey and roast beef and plum-pudding.

A number of splendid fir trees arrive at
the new palace at Potsdam, for the Kai-
ser’s family Christmas party, from. Romin-
ten, His Majesty’s' beautiful shooting box
on the Russian frontier.

Each member of thé imperial family
bae its own special tree. They are all plac-
ed on tables in the Shell Hall, and close
to the tree is another table, piled up with
all the presents each is to receive.

At 1 o’clock on Christmas Eve the Kai-
ser and Kaiserin entertain all the mem-
bers of their household at luncheon.

At 330 P. M. the Kaiser and-his sons
repair to the barracks of the First- Foot
Guards, to be present at the Christmas
tree entertainment and Christmas present
giving for the men of the Body Company.

The regiment makes its imperial colonel
every year a present of a cake, which is
about a foot long and half a foot wide,
.the top of which bears the star of the
Guards and an inscription in marzipan.

All the princes of the imperial and royal™

family receive a similar cake, a trifle
‘smaller than the one given to the Kaiser.
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sincerity is to passe partout especially  fine 4

this season in Germany, and a supper of

v -




