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the Scotch element, which has admit­
tedly much to do with the commenclal 
success of the city.

Its Educational Facilities.
In educational facilities Belfast la 

In no way behind any city of equal Im­
portance, and It can point with pride 
to not a few distinguished men who 
receive their early education at Us 
institutions or city offices, notable 
amongst these being Lord Kelvin, Vie- 

Bryce, and Lord Russell of Killo-
wen.

Of Its technical school Dr. Robert­
son of the Canadian Technical Com- 
mlssion says: “Therexis nothing even 
in Germany to equal it,” which is 
equivalent to saying that It is the best 
or Its kind In the, world.

On the other side It Is a truism to 
state that for many years the Ulster 
capital has been the centre of an un­
enviable notoriety.1 Today It Is even 
more so. That good name which it 
bears on account of its linen and other 
great industries, has been somewhat 
discounted by the evil odor which at­
taches to It in respect of-Jts political 
and religious extravagance» It is a 
mistake, indeed, to say that Belfast is 
in any sense a political centre. The 
Belfast man Is deplorably ignorant of 
all political questions outside the home 
Me controversy. He is obsessed with 
one Idea, and that Idea has become 
a fetish. ■■■■■
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Belfast a City of 
Broad Industries 
But Narrow Interests
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Belfast is a city of splendid achieve­

ments, and of equally bo table 11ml ta- 
No article ever written of Bel­

fast falls to mention the fact that It 
possesses five of the ’largest.individual 
concerns In the world in various 
branches of industry, 7 These consist 
«f the largest shipbuilding yards, 
works, tobacco factory, distillery, and 
ttnen mills. To lead Che world In all 
these Industries Is trifly something to 
be proud of.

It must, however, b» born ta mind 
that Belfast possessed facilities denied 
to most other large cities. Land was 
originally purchased under exception­
ally favorable conditions, the poverty 
of the Chlcheeters enabling manufac­
turers to secure 999-year learns at very 
taw annual rentals. Also, the ^clay; 
which abounds in the vicinity, is of 
the very best for brick-making, and 
as a consequence, you get in Belfast

the cheapest brick In the empire. The 
cost of building 1 (sixpence per cubic 
foot), coupled with the fact that there 
is a slightly lower rate of wage paid 
In the building trade, Is about 16 per 
cent, cheaper than the cheapest place 
In England.

It was an accident of circumstances 
that planted the shipbuilding industry 
in Belfast. Tatung Edward Harland 
had originally applied for a site at 
Birkenhead. The commissioners of 
that town were glow to accept the pro­
posals of a comparatively unknown 
man. and while considering the matter 
Har’and opened negotiations with the 
haroor commissioners at Belfast. These 
men were quick to recognize the pos­
sibilities of the situation, and 
-little delay closed with the deal- 
foresight, In this matter, must ever 
stand to their credit Mention must 
also be made of He .preponderance of
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He is not somm much
a lover of hi» country as he Is a hater 
of Ms Catholic fallow cltlsen. as wit­
ness Sir Edward Carson’s recent re­
ference to “that majority which we 
loathe and detest." History with him 
began and ended with, the Battle of the 
Boyne, of its historical setting, and 
of its then political Incidence he knows 
little or nothing. To nlm It has sim­
ply resolved Itself into a historical 
hittle between Protestant and Catho­
lic. the Catholic having been happily 
defeated, and the country saved- wil­
liam of Orange has since then been the 
>atron saint qf the north, Ms portrait 
tangs over every workman’s and cot­
tar's mantel shelf. Just as that of the 
Pope hangs on the wall of his fellow 
Catholic s home.

Blind Ts One set.
It is the Roman Catholic* of the mid­

dle ages that Is feared should home 
rule become law, the period of the 
thumb, screw and the pillory, a man, 
tolerably sane in most other matters, 
™ intolerably unreasonable In this, 
that he deliberately blinds himself to 
the fact that he ta living in the twen­
tieth century, when certain condilons 
are Impossible, and cam never be re­
vived. He forgets, too, that many of 
the abuses he tears Were common to 

■Mss, and depended entirely on 
which had the power, at any particu­
lar period to Impose them.

The continued self-centreing of the 
mind, over a long period of year, on 
one question has resulted In a dwarfing 
of the Intellect, both from a political 
and a religious standpoint The earn-’ 
«•tassa with which they have striven 
•Jo keep the faith” from the Inroads 

of Roman cathoUclem, has had the
effect of shutting the mind to new 
idea» from other quarters. That Is why 
the Belfast man is so painfully or­
thodox, and Is usually intolerant of 
anything In the way of a broader out­
look In politics or theology. The pul- 
plt of the city Is eminently “tafe,” 

ta® application of modern Ideas to 
Biblical questions is regarded with 
suspicion.
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New Hall of the I.O.O.F., Newmarket, Ont. Grand Field bay and Dedication 

of this Hall will be held in Newmarket on Wednesday, June 3rd, King’s Birthday, 
the program for the day includes Baseball and Football games, reception of visitors, 
monster procession of Oddfellows, motorcycle rades, hurdle races, three-legged races, 
wheelbarrow races, fat man’s race, tug-of-war, Boy Scout movements, motorcycle races. 
Grand concert In the evening by the Dixie Minstrels, 
both Grand Trunk »nd Metropolitan Railways.
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r V *Then we have George Moore and 
Lady Gregory, who with Yeats found­
ed the National Theatre In Dublin, 
George W. Rueeell (A. E.), Padraic 
Colum and others, only 1 
known.

But greatest of them all, perhaps, 
was the late J, M. Synge, Whose ehort 
but brilliant career would of itself 
have given distinction to Irish litera­
ture, and whose work will perhaps 
survive when many better known 
names of the century are forgotten.

We must not forget that George Ber­
nard Shaw, tho not of this, nor indeed 
any other school, Is also a Dublin 
man. A more recent recruit is James 
Stephens, who a few Months ago re­
ceived the much coveted Pollgnac 
prise for literature, and who recently 
came Into prominence, In connection 
with Provost Traill’s blunder, in re­
fusing him permission to address the 
students of Trinity University, mis­
taking him for a certain Fenian of 
the same name who was Interred in 
Glasnevtn Cemetary above fifteen 
years ago.

In the face of all this, the solemn 
pretentions of the Ulster man when 
he assumes an intellectual superiority 
over the ■ later provinces is nothing 

than absurd, and has little to 
support the claim.

It would be unfair to say that the 
Belfast man Is altogether lacking In 
humor, tho his sense of humor Is not 
by any means a strong point 
“Why, It went Uke a bang In Cork.”

He Lacks Poetry.
The- Belfast man’s chief defect Is 

really a lack of -imagination, and an, 
almost entire absence of poetry in 
his composition. He can never stand 
aloof from himself, and for à while be 
a spectator. To put It clearly, he is 
(.imply a Belfastman, and never thinks 
of himself as an Irishman, even if he 
ts of the sixth generation. With the 
Dublin man It is different, he Is an 
Irishman first, and a Dublin man 
afterwards. This insularity of the 
Belfast ■ man should be noted In any 
article that purports to be Impartial as 
It explains to a great extent many 
of his faults.

With all this, indeed in spite of 
It, there has been within the past 
few years a stirring among the dry 
bones, a "sound as of a going in the 
mulberry trees.” There are signs not­
withstanding certain outward mani­
festations which might point to the 
contrary, that the new generation has 
grown sick of the continued foeterlng 
of party and religious strife, and would 
welcome a more tolerant spirit. The 
Ulster Literary Theatre Is one of such 
evidences. This is an association form­
ed some years ago and modelled Large - 
fy on the Irish Literary Theatre. It Is 
composed of an able body of young 
men, several of whom have written 
some, fine original work. Their aim is 
to depict Irish life, chiefly that of the 
County Down, and so successfully, and 
so humorously, have they held up the 
mirror to life, of the average Ulster 
man and his prejudices, that he has 
even laughed at his own Idiosyncrasies. 
At first an Insignificant hall, hired for 
the occasion, was1 sufficient to accom­
modate the audience Interested in the 
movement Now they play to packed 
houses, for two weeks of the year, in 
the largest theatre in the city, in ad­
dition to numerous performances giv­
en at Intervals in lesser halls.

Ideals for Ireland.
On more than one occasion they 

have filled engagements at the Dublin 
Theatre, and have also received invi­
tations to London. This movement 
has discovered, or rather produced, one 
dramatist who must be reckoned with, 
Rutherford Moyne, whose plays are a 
distinct addition to Irish dramatic lit­
erature. The most notable of these
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As e, consequence there Is nothing of

°L^fr8re”e” ta Me eompoel- 
tlon. Anything outside of hie bliel- 
nes«. interests does not greatly concern 

w*** » population of close on 
huM * million Belfast possesses nel- 
ther an art gallery nor & zoo. Dublin 
possesses both, and these will com- 
pare favorably with any to the pnn- 

cl“ta of the United Kingdom. Its 
public library, In its lending depart.

perhaps, as insufficiently 
equljmed as such an Institution could 
ML!*’ f“d taere Is little attempt at 
keeping its shelves up-to-date. This 
deficiency would be the more notice- 
w-Difl were It not for the f&ct ths.t 

a *Plen<M<Uy equipped sub* 
scriptlcn library. run by a 
bowd of governors, but without either 
civic support or control. When Bel- 
^”st .le_3arbtly "Poken of, the critic is 
dismissed with a reference to Its great 
Industries. This le obviously true and 
V«I?L credltable to the city, but meet 
of these have been built up In a man­
ner not creditable to the masters, -Who 
too often have enriched themselves at
rX*rfH>enS*.,?f 010 emP1°y®*- A born 
Canadian will scarcely believe that In 
the linen Industry, for example, the

5Ï18 y6 sP»ken of gener­
ally to Include those up to a work-
îw a„Ker!?Celve wa*es ot from less 
than a dollar pp to five dollars. It 
would be quite wjthln the mark to say 
that throe dollars is above, rather than 
below the average wage received.

Lew Wages Prevail.
A lad after serv ing an apprentice­

ship of five years, during which time 
he usually receives 3876.00 for the 
whole period, if his services are re­
tained at the end of that time, will be 
probably offered $200 per annum If 
he is particularly bright or ' capable 
hc Jï?'w be fortunate In getting $250 
or $800 per annum, but- these are éx- 
ceptional cases. One could cite In­
stances jwhere in large business 
concerns, the mechanic is the highest 
paid employee, and this because he Is 
obliged to receive union wages. The 
heads of responsible departments in 
thee*
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Manager Lee 
* Of the Beavers

Ü themselves with the movement, not­
ably Lord Pirrie, head of the large 
shipbuilding firm of Harland & Wolff. 
As to what the future will bring It Is 
difficult to determine, 
both sides may still be necessary. It is 
to be hoped, however, that when a 
settlement Is arrived at—and that 
may not be eo far off either—It will 
make for lasting peace and harmony.

The spirit of goodwill which 
undoubtedly, growing has received a 
temporary check, but it Is only tem­
porary, and when difficulties have been 
overcome that spirit will again be re­
vived. North and South will yet meet 
on common ground, and both together 
work for the common good of Ire­
land.
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MOTORCYCLE NOTES.,

$2mS i !l !
Don Johns, defeating a field of li 

riders, won the recent 100-mile
torcycle race at Phoenix, Arts.___
time was 1 hr., 36 mins., 60 2>6 secs.

Pittsburg, Pa., is arranging for the 
purchase of 14 new motorcycles, 7 for 
the use of the police department, and 
7 for the health bureau. County de­
tectives are also in the market for 7 
motorcycles.

W. F. Beck, of Memphis, Tenn., has 
a motorcycle which has seen five 
years’ service, and which he says Is 
•till in excellent condition. Beck says 
this machine has covered 185,000 

milee.
Another recruit recently added to 

the ranks of women motorcyclists is 
Miss Lillian Nelson, of Nebraska City,

ii
S:m mo-

Hts
m

L ^ «s
/

This price gives 
you a tailored 
to-measure soit 
made from 
ation or (In 
serge--the 
best serge-ear 
own manufac 
in England.
STORE OPENS 0 

CLOSES 0 PA
THE

House of Hobbi
Limited

151 YONGE 
9 E. RICH MO

cases received lese than $760 per
annum. . — •

Wtth all the boastful pride of the 
north, It Is not to Belfast, but rather 
to Dublin that we turn as the centre 
of an Intellectual movement which has 
made itself felt the wide world over.
wehIve*b«n°^ctUrtomIL1tnC^erne1 *r® “The Turn of the Road” (1906). 
to look XTJÏ tatenecC (1908)' and ,,The Troth"

To°daTeweS tarn ta“lln°* for^fbe Llke the Dublln 8cboQl the Ulster 

finest nest of singing birds extant.
W. B. Teate to the foremost, and 

perhaps the best known of this school, 
end may be said to have fixed the 
style of those who came after.

A story of him, never before pub­
lished, as It is characteristic of the 
Was told me by an old lady-i-happily 
still alive—who was an intimate friend 
of the poet's mother. She w.ae visiting 
Mrs. Yeats In the early. Sligo days, and 
they were having a quite talk together 
over the fire. Little Willie Yeats was 
sitting on the hearth singing as a 
child will, and disturbing the conver­
sation. His mother hrg.'d him re­
peatedly “to be still," when suddenly 
he turned up hie little face and with 
humorous emphasis said, "Mother I 
muet sing.” He spoke a truth which 
they did not realize at the time.
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■movement is Inspired by Ideals for 

Ireland, and hero we have proof that 
the young Intellectuals, even in the 
centre of Orangetem, are sympathetic, 
and lend their Influence on the side of 
the progressives.

If other evidence were needed of an 
underlying progressive element In Bel­
fast, it to to be found In the existence 
of the Independent Orange Order. Time 
was, not long ago either, when the 
parliamentary nominee of the official 
order was never questioned, in at least 
three of the four Belfast constituen­
cies. No outsider had a chance, and 
the idea of opposition from inside was 
unthinkable. It came, however. A large 
section under Mr. Thomas Sloan, re­
volting under the tyranny of official­
dom, defied the grand master and in a 
body seceded. Mr. Sloan contested 
South Belfast as an independent candi­
date, against Mr. Dunbar-Buller, the 
official nominee, and to the utter cpn- 
fuslon of headquarters, secured the 
seat with a substantial majority.

At thé next general election a more 
populari-candldate was sought by the 
official party, in the person of the Rt. 
Hon. Lord Arthur Hill, but he, too 
was defeated, Mr. Sloan holding the 
seat. It is. Indeed, one of the notable 
events in the history of Belfast that 
ta the face of the greatest opposition, 
and with the entire Oranffe organiza­
tion to support it. South Belfast was 
held by a working man for six years.
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III At the last election he was defeated by 
James Chambers, K.C., a resident of 
Dublin. One of the leading spirits of 
this revolt was Mr. Lindsay Crawford, 
now one of our leading Canadian 
Journalists, and many of the prinfcl- 
pal merchants of Belfast Identified
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