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and the best, love alone finds a hear-

ing, and brings that sense of com-

panionship which is the beginning

of consolation. Wherever darkness

settles, there shines the light of love ;

and when the smitten arise out of

the prostration of grief, it is the lead-

ing of this light which they follow

with steps that grow stronger as

they struggle on. The sorrow of the

world has always sought the heart of

love as its only place of hope.

But love has a higher ministry ;

its glory is not in service in hours of

disaster, but in its noble compulsion

to do and to seek the best. He
loves best who demands and secures

the highest from the loved one.

The mother loves her child most

divinely, not when she surrounds him

with comfort and anticipates his wants,

but when she resolutely holds him to
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