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Gentlemen,—The great progress which hns been maile in the patho-

logy ot' morbid growths, within the past few years, and which has rehulted

mainly from two causes, the employment of the microscope in the exam-
ination of morbid structures and the great attention which lias been paid to

clinical investigation,has tended to alter materially our modes of regarding

and classifying tumors. Formerly, and not very long ago, all tumors were
either malignant or benign ; and an individual specimen was placed in

either class, according to its naked-eye characters, and the result of its

removal. If it recurred either at the original site or re."" >tely fiom it,

it was called malignant, even though composed appatently of fibrous

tissue or cartilage. When the microscope began to be employed in

the examination of structure, and it was discovered that those growths
endowed with the greatest proclivity to recur and implicate parts far

removed from the primary seat of diser.se,generally contained an abundance
oi cells with large nuclei, it was inferred that certain cells of specific cha-

racter were the infallible test of malignancy, and cumors were pronounced
malignant or benign, according as they exhibited or not,the alleged specific

cells under the microscope.

More extended and accurate investigation, however, is now leading

pathologists to abandon the idea that there is one structural element

—

a cell—always capable of recognition by the practised eye—which is

alone endowed with the fatal gift of malignancy, and to admit that

growths composed of other elements, as nuclei, fibres, cartilage cells, and
cells quite unlikt .he so-called "cancer-cells," may have most, if not all, the

attributes of malignancy-—such as rapid and enormous growth, tendency
to frequent recurrence both locally and romotely, aptness to ulcerate and
protrude, exhaustion of the vital powers, etc. Nay, even, that well marked
encephaioid tumors may exhibit no cells; but merely nuclei possessed of
no special characters. They are now recognising that the term malig-

nant is purely relative,—ihat there are degrees of malignancy,—that

some growths are highly so, others slightly so, and that between these

there are all grades of malignancy. Tiius there are growths which oiily

occasionally and exceptionally recur after removal ; others which habitu-

ally and repeatedly recur, though only or chiefly at the original site

;
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