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royal cousins in foreign parts, and can never involve his
country in quarrels about families and dynasties. The
American constitution, too, appears better adapted for
spreading, and holding distant possessions, than the
English, which, besides having its share of civil wars and
disturbances, appears peculiarly ill adapted to retain
dominions of the kind. If 1000 Americans are found to-
gether in the wilderness of the far west, in California or
Oregon, they meet and pass laws, levy rates and taxes,
elect officers, and build schools and churches. Moreover^
if they are attacked by the savages, as every man is well
acquainted with the use of arms, the militia is called
out for defence. They wait, under the name of terri-
tory, until their population is sufficient to entitle them
to admission into the Union. They are no expense to
the mother-country, and no one ever dreams of sepa-
rating from her.

Now turn to the English, just landed upon a distant
shore, and as helpless as children, if not actually, at
least assumed to be so, for they cannot govern them-
selves, but must have a governor, soldiers, and a suite
of functionaries, all appointed by the Crown. As they
grow in strength, they become dangerous as enemies.
Then bickerings begin between the colonists, and their
masters or guardians, the root of all which is that they
are ruled by people not of their own choice, who are
independent of them, and treat them cavalierly. To
this are added the embittered feelings of an excluded
and degraded caste, towards their hereditary masters.*

* The Earl of Elgin has lately discovered that wo have two
advantages over the Americans. (See his speech at Dunfermline in
Tinm Newspaper, February 5. 1865.) The first is, that "the


