
3i6 EPILOGUE.

These letters were hastily written, sent off by
post imcopied, and generally uncorrected. They
ask for indulgence; but, as I have always believed
that the fresh impressions of any commonly intelli-

gent observer must have some degree of interest, so
I make no further apology for this publication; and
I shall only add one or two more suggestions with
regard to Slavery. If that indigenous earth-nut,
from which such a quantity of oil is, or can be, ex-
pressed, were to meet with sufficient encouragement
upon the African coasts, and if the Blockading
Squadron were exchanged for merchaut-ships to carry
away the produce, the traffic in slaves would gradu-
ally be given up for a more remunerative occupation,
and it would be one which might absorb all the sur-
plus black labour. Commercial remedies are the
only certain and legitimate slavery preventives. By
using them, we should save white lives as well as
black lives, and white money as well as black inte-
rests

;
and if the slaveholders in the South American

States can be induced to co-operate with us in the
Christianizing and civilizing of Africa by a law
Which may enable all those black slaves who, show-
ing sufficient economy and forethought to save
money for self-purchase, are willing to buy them-
selves, on condition of going to Africa, much good
can be accomplished. It is my belief, you may as
well attempt to improve the morals, and add to the


