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]lere, it may iirst })0 remarked, that tliorc Is proof, from

the Es.-ayist himself, to show the weakness and inaptitude

of his fancifid invention of the colossal n)an, as the emblem

or representative of tlio regular progressive growth of our

race, in religious and moral principles and conduct. lie

admits this cessation of growth or rather season of decay, and

that his man returned to childhood. A subsequent, aiiti

much longer, and even darker period ot" decline, has, in this

review, already been shown. Bat \i^ deny that the C'imrch

irrstinctively liad recourse to Judaism, as tha only means that

would suit the case ; and further assert that it was not th

onlij suitable means for employment. What the 1 ssayis

erroneously (ialls, tlie "instinctive revival of Judaism, to suit

the ease of the irruptions of barbari su'' was, in truth, merely

the long and constant progress of h]cclesiastical corruption,

and the continued development of the great and prophetical-

ly described Antichrist, at last matured in the form of the

profane and dominant lloman Papacy. In regard to the

means to suit that case of emergency, the employment and

spiritual and faitliful application of .Jure scriptural truth,

would have been as suitable and eftlcaciuis with those north-

ern birbarians, as it has proved among the barbarous and

savage tribes of continents and islands, ia subsequent periods,

and in our own day.

Page 51. Treating of the Bible, he ,ays,
—" Its form is

so admirably adapted to our need, that it vins from us all the

reverence of a Supreme authority, ami y< imposes on us no

yoke of subjection. This it does by virtu- of the principle of

private judgment, which puts conscience bLtwcen us and the

Bible, making conscience the supremo int -rpretcr, whom it

may be a duty to enlighten, but whom it c;.!i never be a duty

to disobey."

This passage, as will now bo shown, cxh iiits a jumble of

inconsistent, contradictory, and absurd assert '>ns. In a pre-


