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ied, mines unexplored, and all branches of industry Innguibhing, in tht

midst of an idle, miserable and hafi^gard population. Fifty years passed

and the state of the Lowlands had become completely changed. Roads bad

been made, canals dug, coal mines openpd up, iroq-works eotablished j

manufactures were extending in all directions; and Scotch agriculture, in-

stead of being the tvorst, was admitted to bo the heat in the inlaDd." Smiles

Again tells us a littbj further on that between the years 1715 ui.d 1745 the

state of agrictiUure may be infer.^ed frnm the fact that an instrument call-

ed the cfls-^'Arom—literally thia '• fcrooked feet"—the use of ivhich had been

forgotten in every other conniry in Eiifope, •(•'as almost the only tool eni*"

ployed in tillage in those parts of the ilighlund*, which were separated by
impassable ronds ftom the rest of the United Kingdom. The cas-chrom

was a rude (Boinbiuation of a lever for the removal rocks, a spado to cut the

earth, and a foot-plough to tiirri it. I'tirther ^e are told by Mr. Smiles,

that after roads had been to a certain extent constructed, the Highlanders,

in papsing from one place to another, instead of fc lowing these roads, con-

tinued to travel by the old cattle trnckia along the mountain sidles.

The so-called roads in the lowlands were rutty, niuddy quagmires at

many ports, while the wretched liridle or foot-pftths that. led through the

Bighl&nd glensj wel'e on many occasions impnssibte altogether; and woe
to tl>e unfortrtnate traraller who might happen to bo caught in a snow
storm f In those days the weary traveller was fain to take rest in the first

highland shielin)^ he miglit happen to meet, to he regaled peradVentiire

(very hospitably hut very fi*ugally) with braxy mutton ard oatcake, wash-*

,

ed down by an ever welcome draft of the real mountain deto from a "»ma*,

iiill. no uncofar atca\*' Upon all this stcto of things Macadam made great

inroads; tlie bridle paths became by degrees good substantial roads; the

streams and torrents were bridged over • and where the solitary oheilipg,

once stood, a sprinkling of neat cottages stand instead. Such, we umy say,

was the first greai stage in proKreps, by which, within my own time, the

Highlands of Perthshil-e was brought directly into communication with thq

high civilization of the south. But what wore these charges in comparison
with the 'trides luado in the same direction ^liich have been accomplished

since P The Stephensons and the steam locomotive have efTected another

and more perfeci. f ^voliitioli over things as established by Macndiim, than

the lattet did uver the eh^liet state erf affairs, when the dashing turn-out o^

coach and four sitpetsoded the services of the shaggy sbetlauder. Where

the turf-roofed sheilingaud cottages stood, niay now be seen a handsomely

built Bbootinf;^ lodge or mansion, and the 'tvell-care'i-for. traveller will find

all the comforts and conveniences of modern appliance in tiie gorgeous

hotels which c m be reached iiy easy ftages. These changes Mhetv th^ in-

vincible march of progress in all material matters, and fully accord with the

general natural law I have attempted to shew, must, by one means or by

another, ultimately prevail. If a people is void of the necessary enterprise

and energy to accomplish these changes within themselves, others will not

be wanting who will readily tnke advantage of their effeteness, and wM.
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