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** The prefent code of laws, if the mixture of

French and Englijb laws may Jo be called^ not being

well underflood, the execution of them is fubjed:

to much difficulty and uncertainty ; among other

inconvenicncies, pcrfons often claim the right of

bothy and take the advantage of that which beft

fuits their purpofe ; by thcfe, and other means,

the payment of debts arc evaded, and right and

property is rendered uncertain and infecure. The

lofles the Britilh merchants have fufFered from

this evil within the laft three years, has occafi-

oned the ruin of many, and fuch is the prefent

want of confidence, and want of credit, in con-

fequence of thcfe difallers, that common ruin and

general diftrefs muft cnfiCy if fome- effectual remedy

be not immediately applied."
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*< From the petitions delivered laft year to the

Right Honourable Lord Sydney, figned by up-

wards of 1800 of the principal inhabitants—from

the letters lately addrefled to us from the Com*

mittee of Quebec ancl Montreal on this fubjedt,

' (copies of which are hereto annexed) and moreover

from our own knowledge^ and the particular information

our connexions in that country afford us^ we are clear-

ly and unanimouily of opinion, that for the relief

and redrefs of thefe evils, and the many other

defeds of the prefent conftitution of. that govern-

ment, a provincial legijlature or houfe of affemhly
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