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th« b«faiUiful flowara of tli« prairie bconnic a wniva of iut«i)iM< iiitaront tu the
lx)t»niiit. (loldnn 0()tn|N<nita> woro iii blwiin oii evvry niiUv Tli«> |N^rMiiiUut

blue h«II, whioh wo found cwu on th« moutaMin, fornioit » ploKHin^ oontraat Ui

the ubiquiumii yellow (lowi<rH. Ataiong ttia oUu)i|m of Hc-nih )iiihho<I wnto tenn
tlin b^AUtiful rc|ir«<H4<iiUtiv(fH of tho oonvutviihiii family, atitl ncHr liy th« Irnnd*

Motnt) prairio roao. " Wlint a country wlivro vvnn ^Kvdon tlowniM uro wild I"
" TtuH ii« Ki^'finuN !" and Hiniilar rcinarkfl wore heard an tho tloral panorama
was obnervod.

At uvory stop a danh v,nf* madn to N«curo apeeimonN from th« nttraotivp flora

of thi> NorthwoMt, ami mmictinuiM n narrow ow'ii|to from Winx loft Uditnd wan
vx|iprii*nij4Hi. Jawik om tho t\rHt day oloMit it thio ouilovtion of tho iiiniimurnblo

forutn of plant lifo wliioh m^o M\ich a charni to tho baunty ol tin- iiPHiiio waa
gatherifd. \lu)ut nooit wo roathotl th« Ixndrr of tho Uud Itivor VnlKv, over
which in prinii'vnl dnyn tho '^ntotH of a VMMt namulcHH Uko wi ro Mprutt<l. On
tho bottom of tiiiN, iillnvial dciumitN, brouf^ht by \vnMti«rn HtroaniH, wurr i>|ir«ad

until that lak<>, hold liiiok by a r«tr<<atinf{ Mliuiior for c«tuntl<>ii.«« v curH, ut laat,

whon tho ice molttHl, fonnd nn oxit north thruuKh thu JIudmm'H liny, and Inft

tho valUiy a rich heritiiu** to ntan. Knob, (.^oologiHta toll dh, in tlir origin

of our tirHt prairio Mtop|N<, Hik) fr<ot above tl<t> luvtd of tho Htm, a, id homo HO
milcH wide, with an ii;ua of ti.iMHI wpiaru miloH. 1'hiH rt>|<ion Ih undorlaid chielly

by Hihirian doitoNitH, of winch i'XO(>llent «xp<muroH can tw H«u<n at Kelkirk, on
thrtbankaof the Hod Kivvr and at Htony Mountain, a Hhurt diManoo north-
weat of WinnipoK-
Continumi; our o«)urHo woHtsvitnl, wo olmorvcd aa wo paaaed throat(h tb«

Hand IlillH that wo woro ra|iiilly riainr,'. What a ('untrant wuh aoon hard
among thoH«Hilont nionuiucntH of Hhiftin^: hdU to tho prairie clothoti in tiohoat

green, variolated by tloworn of oviiry lint. Tlio fwiiprinl of u traNolior wimo-
timea IcadH a hill to change it** placo. T'ltr nhould anuhu Htop oxpom> tho aand,
in manv caaen ludd together by very iittio vogntiition, it iMuno<]iatcly oliangea

undor tno influom^e of wind, whtch, Htirring it about, drivoh tho wholo mound
before it, and a now monument ih ruiv^xl to mditatu llio roHtloHH nutnro of thuae
hillH.

A hoarty dinner wan taken at CarlKirry, and wo wore aoon on the railH again.

A abort time (iM):Wed boii ro wo roat'hml tho (irand Valley, and cro long wu rntw

tho iMiautiful oluuhillHof Brand m louniini; up to thoHouth. Drandon reached,
the Htran^erH were full of ooniplimentary tormn in rcforonot* to the HJto and it«

gonoral a)ipoaranco. They wero delighlod ai4 thoy lookod northward and oh-

Hurvod tho AHininiboino, meandering t.hr<ut(;li the viillt'>, l>cv»»nd wliioli tho '"nd
riaoH witli long and gontlu Hlopn. i'hoy pronouncH<l thu liHution ho well Kuitud for

plou8iir« ivnd health, all that heart could wii^li. Wit htoppo<l but a k4hort *.imo,

and thon move<l on ra*][iidly, paHHing over tho rollmg country whioh chara(^teri7.eH

mu( h of the aecond prairtu ateppe.

BECOND I'lUIHIK HIKl'I'i:.

The deop blaok mould h^'\ in the ll<>d Uivor Valley i« now reproaented by a

more fviablo and warnuu' aoil. Htonox are more frequontly hoou, and 'the

general outline of tho country changed, for wo luo now on tho siHMind prairio

8tem)e, l,t'»00 foot abovo Hoa level, 270 niiloh wide, with an area of lO.iiOO Hquaro

mifoH. ThiH diatriot ami u large part o( the third Htopiw ovorlioH (iretaceoua

donoaitH. Amoiig thoae attractive rollin;j patchoH, iiro home • for thoumndN
willing to till tho hoiI. Wo hteamod on until ni<^lit settling upmi uh cloaed tho

Hoenu. The next morning we wakened to tlnd oiiirtflveH am rounded by a change
in the phvaical features of tho district. Over level pruiric wo wtitv paa^ing

again, and nearing Mocuejanr. Regina had l>ooii piiHhod and inilea of level

uountry on'osaeil. Borne new planta woru ol>Hervid, a atifTer aoil had been

reached, and a drier dintrict entered.

We breakfaatiHl at M<K>rtejaw, where a few Indiane made their appearance.

They were a aourue of ix>DaiderabIe intorcst to my fellow travellera, wlio now


