
be taken from Teto Jauno Cache, west-
ward, citlicr to Biito Inlet. Di'uii Inlet

oi' Burrard Inlcl. Tliis is tliM ])<)sit!on

of iho muttor. Mi: Huntei' made, no
duubl, f-onie valuablo acco; sion.s to

our kiiowiod^^o of that count ly,

but iiono that would have a

material olToet, particul.uly, owiuij; to

tlic political con.sideialion.-i lo which
1 Jiavo rofeired. He i -i at present

])rcpariiig- a map which will show
the (general character ot tlie coun-
try by cither of the two linos,

namely, that whidi lias been located

f;'om Livintrslono,—the jioinl of diver-

.i.(tico, if the Siuthein I'oute (ali'cady

located) wasadojjted—to Jj'sper IIoiiso

Pas8 ; and llie one which would tra-

verse the country crossing the North
Saskatchewan about Port a la Corne,
and Inking, as iioarly ;is po'-'siblo, a

direct route by Slave Lake, about the

centre of llu; country traversed by the

Smoky River, between the Peace Uiver
and the mountains, thence in as straight

a line as possible on the slope of the

Jiocky Mountains to the Pino liiver

Pass. The hon. member for Cariboo
(.Mr. Thom]ison) who has moved for

those pa])ors, has stated that the dis-

tance is about the same, quoling i\Ir.

Smith B report. Ajipai'ditly, the dis-

tance is the same, but actually, it is not.

The distance upon the map is, as nearly
as possible, the same liy both i-outes, iiut

the distance de])ends a great deal upon
the amount of cui'vatuie widcli would
have to be undertaken in crossing
some of the formidable valleys which
would be i-eached in the neighbourhood
of Peace JHver, and any rougii country
which might be reached. I pointed
out, a few evenings ago, that crossing
one of the small rivers on the route
proposed, south of Lake Manitoba in

the North-West Tcn-i lories, necessi-

tated lengthening the line liy' nine
miles, thus adding very materially to

the curvature which would have to [)e

overcome. So far as ibo engineers 'i"e

able to a.scortain, thedistan(e I; Cine
liiver Pass to Fort (loorge. nc Mbjec-

tivo ])oint common to bc-lii roiiies. is

longer by about filly ic.des. The cnr-

vatiu'o, lowever, upon the ajj'eady

located route, bi-jngs the (iistance, as
neai ly as pf>sKiiilo, to tlie same mileage
as the Northern route. But, if the per-

centage of curvulure on the Pino liiver

Pass route Bhould be the same as that
on tho Jasper Jbui e Pass i-outo

then the mileage wiiuld bo increa^o(l

by the ditVeieneo which is appa-
rent upon the measuivmetit of the

nni]), namely, lilty miles. These are,

generally speaking, tho facts which
have to be col.^illeled in this connec-
tion. Aa t^oon as Mr. JIunlor has his

extended repoi'L prepared and tho map
read}', no time will bo lost in submit-
ting them to this House, as a matter of
course. Jt is of little use bringing up
his iiuri'ievl and tempniary re])orl, as it

is really all embraced in the infornui-

tion which Mr. Smith has collected in

his general report, which is now before

tho House.

Mr. ROSCOIi] said that if tho Bute
Inlet route was selected, tho work of
construction nn'ght proceed from that

point to Fort tTeorge,while exploratory
surveys might be made through the

Pine liiver Pass, to determine whether
tho road should bo brought by that
route or not.

Mr. MACKENZIE: There is no
doubl of that. If the Bute Itdot route
on its own merits, taking tho whole
lino, was considered the best, it might
possibly be arranged, in that case, that

the construction of tho part west of
Fort (Jeorge might be proceeded with,

and that j>art ea-^t ot Fort George
might bo proceeded with as far as the
surveys wore concerned.

^
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: Fort

George is a common point?

Mr. MACKENZIE: Fort George is

a common point bofli to the PineKivor
route and Bute Inlet route as now
located; the precise point might not be
precisely at Fort George, but within a
short distance of it. There is a water-
shod to bo overcome between Eraser
liiver, immediaiely ca^t of FortGcorgo,
and what may bo called tho summit
waters of Peace liivor; or to speuk
more precisely, the summit waters of
Parsnip Ei.er, the great southern
branch of Peace River, whicii joins tho
othoi- branch before piercing the moun-
tain range through which Peace river
flows. VVo do not know very accurately,
indeed, it is very imperfectly^ known,
whatditHculties might have to bo over-
come in obtaining a crossing over the
summit at that point. The summit


