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on* time he teemed to vie with the public in dietrastiog
ife» hia poetry miaeed ite mtk. On the other hand,
«iiUe hfii oritioal writinga Iiad iwift and ahnoat inatan-
UBMoa effect for mod, the repute they brought him
waa moderate and largely made op of miaooooeption.
For the maaa of hia ooontiymen he came aomehow to
peraonify a nnmber of tUngi iHiich their minda vaguely
aaaooiated with kid fflovea, and by hia ironical way of
£h»ing with the miaoaiioeptian te did mora than a
MttoMBtRBll. BvltelRrtb Arnold waa nietfcwi
mm who aaw life aa a aerioua businesB and chiefly
f^ed, for making the beat of it» npon ft aerana oommon*MM Hi had el^gaaea, to bt iBfibiad waa hwHaed
—ftt any rate, in controversy—to be oonaoioua of it

;

but it waa elegance of that plain Attio order to which
oommoa<a«Mi civaa tlM liiirand fthnoat the inapjffttion.

The man and the style were one. Alike in hia life and
hia writings he observed and preached the golden mean,
with a mind iHiidi was none tiie less English and prac-
tical if, in expressing it, he deliberately and almost
defiantly avoided that emphasis which Englishmen
love to a fault.

Mi^thew Arnold, eklest son of Dr. Thomaa Arnold,
the lamoitt HeadMaater of Ruj^by, was bom on Christ-
mas Eve, 1822, at Laleham on the Thames, where his
father at that time taucht private papils. The child
waa bardy aiz yeara old when the family removed to
Rugby, and at seven he returned to Laleham to be
taught by hia uncle, the Bev. John BuoUand. In
Aa^m, 18M^ he proceeded to Winbheatir, bi^ waa
removed at the end of a year and entored Buaby,
where he remained until he went np to BaUiol Ckdkge,
Oxford, in 1841, wttb an open a^bolanhip. ^liad
written a prize poem at Bugoy—the subject, Alarie «l
Borne; and on this performance he improved by taking
tha New^te in 184a-the wt^mA, OnmweU. BtA
we need waste no time on these exercises, which are
not included in the followins pages. It is better wwth
noting that the boy had beWi used to spending hia


