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I shall not notice an argument which has been drawn from the

commission given by Christ to his Church at large, to preach the

Gospel to every creature^ farthei than to point out that this direc-

tion to propagate the faith throughr " the world, cannot be under-

stood as if every Clergyman were charged with the direct religious

instruction of every individual with whom he comes in contact in

life. For in how many instances would this be casting pearls to

swine ! and in how many more would it be obstructing, by ill-

advised or premature interference, the cause which it would be

designed to promote !
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Let me not be here thought to repress, or to do otherwise than

honour and encourage that zeal which would be instant in season

and out of season. But if we are to do any thing in this particular

behalf, let the grounds upon which we are to do it, be first correctly

stated. In musing upon the subject, I have been more moved to

hope for our one day creating a favourable impression upon the

Romanists of this country, (if we go wisely to work,) by the

single consideration of Deut. vii. 17, 18, than by all the argu-

ments which I have ever heard in recommendation of our taking

the field.
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Whenever and wherever we do so, I hope it will be more in

the spirit of Bishop Hopkins, of Vermont ', than of some other

Protestant champions among our neighbours in the United States,

who would do well to remember the saying of a very early Christ-

ian father *:
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Qpaaog cai ahdaSeia Kai ro\/ua rolg KaTrjpaiiiyoic virb rov Geov,

eirteiKeia icai Tairtivotjtpoavvri, Koi Trpavrijc Trapa rote cv\oy?}/ieVo(c

bird Tov Qeov. -,
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In modern times, and with reference to intercourse with Roman

Catholics, we have an admirable example in the interesting Me-

moirs of Felix NeiF. ..

" The broad distinctions and uncompromising truths of Pro-

' In liis work, The Church of Rome in her primitive purity, compared with

the Church of Rome at the present day. I think, however, that he has made

some unwarranted concessions.

* Clemens Konianus, in his first Epistle to the Corinthians.


