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REFLECTIONS on the Rife, Pro-
grefs, and probable Confequences,
of the prelent Contentions with
the Colonies.

^ I. TTAl) authority determined me which fide to
•n take in the important queftion, how the

mother country ought to conduct herfelf towards
tlie colonies, T would have embraced thefe fentiments
in favours of adminiftration, which happen to be
popular and fafhionable with the greater part of my
neighbours, my neareft relations, my moft intimate

friends, and the gentlemen with whom I generally

think and a£l: in other matters. But no authority,

however refpeiStable, can be pled againii reafon. No
names or numbers will warrant my afcribing juftice

or wifdom to meafures, in which my underAanding
thinks it difcerns the reverfe.—A fair (late of the
grounds of my opinion will fatisfy the impartial,

that I have not formed it radily : and may furniilj^

many of my countrymen who wifh to judge candid*
ly, with fome notunufeful information, fcattered in

books, pamphlets, and periodical publications which
they have not opportunity or lei fiire to perufe, as to

the fentiments of the Colonifts, their manner of
pleading their own caufe, and the regard due to

feme of the* ^' pleas

§ 2. One chief circumftance, that hath reconciled

a gieat part of the nation to war with the colonies,

is, an appreheniion that there was a general defire

in them of independence on the mother country*

Their extenfive territory, wholefomc and temper
rate climate, luxuriant and fertile foil, rapid popu-
lation, commodious ports, and variety of pro'du£ls,

united many of their friends and enemies in the

idea that North America would one day become the

feat of a flcut ifhing empire. It is not improbable

that, in fomc future period, this would have hap-
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