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, we may well account
--.ii ueiigns upon tnat colony.

The French being pofTefs'tl of the mouth of the
Mi/Tiffippi, they bad always free acccfs to XouilUna;
but as this could be of no avail with rerpe<ft'to Canada,
they form'd a defign of opening a communication be-
twixt the former and the latter, by feizing the lands
along the banks of the Ohio, a river which takes its

rife on the calt of lake Erie, and run? a courfe of 400
miles thro* Virginia, Sec, till it falls into the river Mif-
lilfippi ort the borders of North Carolina, .

The vafttraiil of country, thro* which this communi-
cation bchov'd to be opened, was polTefs'd by the Iro-
quoies or Six Nations with their fubjedts, who were by
the treaty of Uirecht agreed to be the allies of Great
Britain : the five original confederate nations are the
Mohawks, Senekas Cayugas, Onondagas, ^nd Oncedas;
the Tufcarros, Miflufagos, and the other tribes arc fihce

incorporated with them; therefore all the lands fouth
of the river St. Lawrence, is the Original properly of
the Five Nations, with their allies and tributaries; and
by treaties made and renewed with the Indians^ his Bri-
tannic majefty*s fubjedls had a right of poflefEdn froni

lake Erie to the ChikaCas on the MiflTifTippt.

Along the branches of the Ohio dwelt the Showa-
Dongs, a very powerful people^ who about the year i69s
were all either detlroyed or driven out by the Twight-
l^ees, who fettled in their room. As this fpacions coun-
try adjoins to Virginia, Col. Wood, who dwelt on the

falls of John*s river in 1654, ^^"^ proper perfons over

the Allegheny mountains^ who traded with the natives,

und engaged them in an alliance with Great Britain.

In 1699 the French having fettled at the MifTiflippi, and
6pened a communication between that and Canada be-

gan to form the forementioned plan ofjoining the two
Colonies together, by means of the Ohio and Wabafti

:

but notwithftanding this proje^, the Englifh continued

their commerce with the Indians.—And cdl. Spotfwood,,

jlrbvernor of Virginia, in 1716, formed a defign of^fta-

bij(hi/)g a company for thatpur^ofit; which wU op^§'<l
tn

% -..^


