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islets oil the rtist side of Ualliii liay. At'lci- a l»ri«'t' rest,

I'^miiklin puslird t'oiward across the l)ay to Laiicastrr Sound,

Ills coui'sc lu'inu" iiiuili iiiiiu'dcd, ImwcM-r, l»y tlic pack ice,

Nvliicli liad Hot y* t Itrokcn ii|>. Ills sliips were "sjioken"

altout this time l>y a Hull ulialri-, the /^riucc of \V((h's^ to

Nvhos(! master Ki-ankliii and ('ro/iei* reported tliat all wcro

well, and all conlideiit of successfully accomplishing their

liii^h enlei-pi'ise. That same excnin^, the iMith t)f .July, iho

ice jLjave way ; and the J'Jt'r/)t(s and the Tn'rtt)\ steering,' to

th(f north-west, plunujed into Lancastei' Sound. And then

a cloud, as it were, descended upon them ; a darkness and ii

mystery : they passed into the fro/en wastes of the Arctic

Worltl, and disappeared as completely as if the sea liad sud-

(Icidy enifulfed them. Of lati^ years, some memorials of

them, as we shall see, ha\-e heen discovei'ed ; Init even now
the record is imix'i'fect, and the wliole story of the fate of

Franklin's expedition will never be revealetl to tlici curious

gaze of mankind.

It was not expected that any news of the progress of tho

voyagers would reach England until tho sunnner of 1S4G,

or even the spring of 1817 ; and }io ap])r(,'hensions, therefore,

arose as to their safety until tlu; latter date had passed. When
the sunnner of 1818 came, witlicnit intelligence, a natural

anxiety seized upon the puhlic mind; and when the winter

went by, and still nothing was heai'd of Franklin and liis

men, the anxiety deepened into alarm. At h'ligth tho

Government resolved to send ex[)editions in search of the

missing hero(;s. One was despatched under Sir .fames Ross,

and another undt'r Sir John Richardson; but both failed to

discover the slightest traces of their course. A third expedi-

tion, under Captains IMoore and Kellet, started from Behring

Strait, and work(Ml towards the east : in tludr boats they got

as far as the mouth of Mackenzi(i Rixcr ; but their endeavours
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