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Clarke'.s Crohuino, 20th May, 1S85.

Sm,—In accordance with orders, we left Saskatchowun Ciossing at 8 a.Tn.,

Moi;d!\y, the lUh instant, on the bargo " Hard Tack," the crow being mudo up of two
..thccrti and 29 non-commiHPioncd oiRcorB and men, ami the cargo con-
Kiting of oats and regimental baggage. During lh(^ day the barge waa 8^10!^ four
(liiloront times, and three timr the men had to go into the water and push the
liin/ootr. The halt having boon Hounded, we tied up for the night—about 7.30
p, in. Kext morning a f^tart was made at G a.m., and wo were very fortunate up to
.ibout .3 p.m., when the barge ran aground, and after the men had spent throe
liMurfi in the water trying every posHible way to move the barge, 1 ordered tlicm to
ii'ni( vo enough of the cargo to float the boat. There wore about 75 b.ngH taken off,

.ill of which were piled on the shore. We caught the remainder of the boats at 9
(, ni., and I at once reported, and as you ordered, took on 100 bags from the
htrnrKJod bargo to replace portion of raigo left behind. The morning of the 13th
inM., we ^^tarted at 10 a m., and had a clean run for the day, tieing up at 5p. m., as
per orders. On the I6th inst. wo ntarted at 8 a.m., and at 6 p.m. ran aground

; but
tiri the .strong wind, then blowing, made it impos'^iblo to get off, we remuined whore
vvt> uoro for the night. Friday morning wo 'Started at 4 a.m., jind at 10 .n.-m.

Iialw'd, awaiting tho arrival of other bai-ges. Left again at 1 p.m., and had an.'«her
i'!i;;in run, tieing up at 5 p.m. Saturday' morning we started at f> a.m., and at 10
.uii ; ground, causing a delay of almost two liours, tho men being in the water all

Uio time. After this we had a good run for the remainder of tho day, and tied at
;..:•) p.m. Sunday wo started at 5 a.m., and halted at 12.15, as wo had received
iii(i(!ix to that effect. The ti ip was not continued that day. Monday morning wo
started at 5 a.m., but nt 7 a.m., again at 8 a.m., wo struck, and tho men were in the
.;t'ur about three hours. Wo got a long lead on the other boats by 12 o'clock. So

. iilowtho others to come up we lied up for throe hourti, starting again about 3 p.m.,

;ui.i after two hours' run tied up six miles from Sai^katoon for the night. On tho
].'Ui inst. wo started at 5 a.m., and on arriving at Saskatoon we tied up, and there

>v;iitj(l tor the arrival of barges, and these having come in, the journey was con-

'.iiuod at 2 p.m.; and after a t^even hours' run wo arrived at Clarke's Crossing at 9
|.i.:n,, having been 9 days making the distance. Too much cannot be said in prai.se

ot t-;c men who, during tho whole trip, were ready for anything. Some days tho

waUM' would be voiy cold, but there was not a complaint from one. The trip was
rno'i laborious, the bargo sticking many times on sand and clay ridgoa. The day
wo were forced to romo^o a part of our cargo we had run in a pocket formed by
tiiit'i sand bars on tho three sides of a square, and on these bars not a foot of watox'

' ui.l he found. Other barges in the same place had to unload almost all their

':a'g>'. After lighting up tho barge somewhat wo had to tow it up tho river about
•'00 yards; and as we'wero about 8 yai-ds from '.he shore then, it was not possible

to lake the bags on again. Tho bargo was not itself properly ciuippod, as we wore
It given any nails and no tools, and had anything gone wrong it would have been

•mj),,^sihle to have repaired it; in fact we broke a swoop one day, and us a result had
to run the bargo on a sand bank, and take nails out of boxes to fix it so as to over-

!:!<(' the other boats. Cold tea was supplied to tho men in quantity, by tho (sooks,

:
-^ yf'U ordcicd, to as to ])revcnt tho use, as far as possible, of the water.

I have the honor to bo. Sir,

Your obedient .servant,

(Signed) HOKACE A. YEOMANS, L'out.

' Lieutenant-Colonel De.\con, in command, Clarke'.^ Cros-^ing.
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