
iVKLSOA AT i,)rHftf-:r. litil

tllf

II-

, is full

five tlu^

t lis wi'll

\(l in th«'

r in

s lh»>

,n luishi'tl

In sliorl,

cf oiin l>«'

itntrnifnts

i-^ vM- sluill

,lo iiutbori-

,f Nflson's

,lis)i()sition.

i (lis\)l:>y*''^

num.

luiving l>»'»'>'

lie hadal-

,.nii>loyment

jvliei'utereii

; l.nt (luring

l tinii- lm<l

and utlor.U'tl

uiutical skill

luniiUKl, than

senioih in t^"'

v,..l ii\ iihnost

fiviiuonlt'dhy

Uvtic Ocean,

i-s, the coasts

America, the

•uul Meilitev-

jiu those days

low, except in

oung:Nelsons

ition to all his

I
oxtraoidinarv

e.l the rank of

; „t eUircico A<lm'-

Uuiv Nels...., l.}0"l.-

aer DuvklM.ii, ami I >

ilmirun ami t nai'i'""

i,,,iiJ Hoot'-

•4

Post ('ii|itiiin when (inly '_'!, iinil was
soon iit'terwards eni|il()\e([ on very ar-

duouH, important and res|)onsilile ser

vices. Kor exampit-, wlien, on tlie ai'-

rival of Admiral Count d'Kstaing in

tlie West Indies with a large Meet and

ai'iny, (liei't! was reasun to iippit'licnd

the aniuliiliition of Uritish inteicsts in

tliat(|mirter, and ef peeially tlie capture

ot' Jamaica, tin; I'lnglisli Admiral and
(ieneral, who were then in cttmmand

on that station, selected (Japtain Nel-

son to conduct the defeiH-e of Port

Uoyal— this post heing .pistly con

sideredthemostim|)ortant onthewln Ic

island, as lioing the key to the whole

IJritish naval force, the ( 'ity of Kings

ion and Spanish 'I'own. Soon aftei-

the successf>il terndnation of that ser

vice, another, of a much more dillicult

nature, and especially hazardous on

account of the extreme insaluhrity of

tiie climate, was imposftd on him l»y

(Jencral Dalling, then < iovernor of the

llritish West Indian Colonies, who
acted with the appioval of Lord ( leorge

(lei'main. Secretary of State for the

.Vnierican Department. Its oliject

was to ac((uire |)Ossession of Fort San
•Juan, on the llio San Juan, which

runs from Lake Nicaragua into the

Atlantic, and thus after occupying the

citi»!S of (Iranada and Leon, to cut

the communications of the Spaniards

l)etween their Northern and South»>rn

transatlantic dominions. Nelson was

charged with the command of the

considerabhMiaval force employed in

this expedition ; and, as hut conH)ara-

tively few ti'oups were attached to it.

the brunt of the dinger and fatigue

fell uj)on the British .seamen and ma-
rines, whom their young leader con-

ducted towards the intended points

of attack with .so much skill, and with

such astoiu.shing displays of jiersonal

courage and audacity, that thus en-

couraged, they easily stormed all the

Spanish outposts, and soon forced the

panic-struck defenders of the Castle

and Town of San Juan to surrender.

Ihit, owing to defects in the original

plans of the expedition, the arrival at

San fluan occurred several months
later than it shouhl have ilone, and at

the most uidiealtiiy seastju of the year.

so that fever set in amongst the sea

men ami tnM.ps, Ity which, out of i

total of Iji^On people, not more than
.)S() survived. The complement of

Nelson's own ship —the lliurliinlinx'i.

was •_*()() men, of whom 1 L") found

graves there, and, in tin? end. imt

more than In Hurvived to return home.

Dr. Moseley, the chief medical oHicei

iit .lamaica, plac<'d on record the fol

lowing I'emarks :
' It was on our San

•luan expedition that Nelson com
menced his career of glory. He did

more than his duty : where anything

was to l)t! done, he saw no dilliculties :

not contented with having carried the

armament safe to the harbour of San

•Iiian, he accompanied and a.ssisteil

the troops in all their dilliculties. lit;

was tirston shore at the attack of (the

Spanish outpost) St. Bartholomew,

followed by a few brave .seamen and
soldiers, in the face of a severe tire.

The audacity of the act intimitlated

the Spaniards, who, from the nature

of the ground, mi'dit have desstroved

the assailants; but they abandoned the

battery and ran away. By his ex-

ample and perseverance, the Indian^

and seamen were animated through

their toil in forcing the boats, against

the current, up tlie rivei- ; otherwise

not a man would have reached San

Juan. Whdi they arrived there, as

jirompt in thought as liold in action.

Nelson advised tht> carrying it in-

stantly by a.ssault ; for he knew that

the bad season was at hand aiul that

there was no time to be lost

Like Hannibal, befori' he attained to

supreme command in the palmy days

of Carthaginian con([uest - like Wolfe
(whom Nelson resembled in I'espect of

many traits of character), wlu-n a bii-

ga<lier at tht» siege of Louisliourg, this

extraordinary twenty-one-year-old Bri

tish Captain endeared himself to every

body about him that witnessed his

courage, heroism and skill, as exhibit-

ed in the course of the San Juan ex-


