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these recollections and proofo of common inter­
est are not strong enough to bind ua together 
as one people, what tie will hold united the new 
divisions of empire, when these bonds have been 
broken and this Union dissevered 7 The first 
line of separation would not last for a single 
generation ; new fragments would be tom off ; 
new leaders would spring up ; and this great 
and glorious republic would soon be broken into 
a multitude of pettv States, without commerce, 
without credit ; jealous of one another ; armed 
for mutittl aggressions; loaded with taxes to pay 
armies and leaders ; seeking aid against each 
other from foreign powers ; insulted and tram­
pled upon by the nations of Europe; until, har­
assed with conflicts, and humbled and debased 
in spirit, they would be ready to submit to the 
absolute dominion of any military adventurer, 
and to surrender their liberty for the sake of 
repose. It is impossible to look on the conse­
quences that would inevitably follow the destruc­
tion of this government, and not feel indignant 
when we hear cold calculations about the value 
of the Union, and have so constantly before us 
a line of conduct so well calculated to weaken 
its ties."

Nothing but the deepest conviction of an ac­
tual danger could have induced General Jackson, 
in this solemn manner, and with such pointed 
reference and obvious application, to have given 
this warning to his countrymen, at that last 
moment, when he was quitting office, and re- 
turotag to hie home to die. He was, indeed, 
firmly impressed with a sense of that danger— 
as much so as Mr. Madison was—and with the 
same “pain” of feeling, and presentiment of 
great calamities to our country. What has 
since taken place has shown that their appre­
hensions were not groundless—that the danger 
vu deep-seated, and wide-spread ; and the end 
not yet
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picture to find a blemish in the detail—disregard­
ing a statesman’s life to find a misstep ; and shut­
ting their eyes upon the action of tne people. The 
mistakes and errors of public men are fairly 
shown in this work ; and that might seem to justi- , 
fy the reproach : but the action of the people is 
immediately seen to come in, to correct every 
error, and to show the capacity of the people for 
wise and virtuous government. It would be te­
dious to enumerate the instances of this conserva­
tive supervision, so continually exemplified in the 
course of this history ; but some eminent cases 
stand out too prominently to be overlooked. 
The recharter of the Bank of the United States 

■orite measure with politicians; the 
people rejected it ; and the wisdom of their con­
duct is noWyuniversally admitted. The distri­
bution of la|id and money was a favorite mea­
sure with politicians ; the people condemned it 
and no one of those engaged in these distribu­
tions ever attained the presidency. President 
Jackson, in hie last annual message to Congress, 
and in direct reference to this conservative ac­
tion of the people, declared “ that all that had 
occurred during his administration was calcula­
ted to inspire him with increased confidence in 
the stability of our institutions." I make the 
same declaration, founded upon the same view 
of the conduct of the people—upon the obser­
vation of their conduct in trying circumstances; 
and their uniform discernment to eee, and virtue 
and patriotism to do, whatever the honor and 
interest of the country required. The work is 
full of consolation and encouragement to popular 
government ; and in that point of view it may 
be safely referred to by the friends of that form 
of government I have written voraciously 
and of acts, not of motives. I have shown a 
persevering attack upon President Jackson on 
the part of three eminent public men during his 
whole administration ; but have made no attri­
bution of motives. But another historian has 
not been so forbearing—one to whose testimony 
there can be no objection, cither on account of 
bias, judgmeht, or information ; and who, writing 
under the responsibility of history, has indicated 
a motive in two of the assailants. Mr. Adams, 
in his history of the administration of Mr. 
Monroe, gives an account of the attempt in the

CHAPTER CLXIV.

CONCLUSION or GENERAL JACKSON’S ADMINIS­
TRATION.

The enemies of popular representative govern­
ment may suppose that they find something in 
this work to justify the reproach of faction and 
violence which thav lavish upon such forms of two Houses of Congress in 1818, to censure 
government ; but itN*ill_te by committing the ' General Jackson for his conduct in the Semi­
mistake of overlooking the'broad features of a nole war, and says : * Efforts were made in Con-
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