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Hon. Sir JAMES LOUGHEED: There
was neyer a more opportune tinte than tbe
present. I do flot believe that in the history
of our civilization there bas ever been a time
wben the publie and goverfiments have been
So impressed as at present witb the fact that
tbe old system must be radically departed
from.

Hon. Mr. BELCOURT: Is it flot a matter
which is more for governmnents than for
boards?

Hon. Sir JAMES LOUGHEED: We of
course bave a St range conception of goveru-
ment. Government has been banded down
to us traditionally. We bave associated it with
the periods of autocracy wben the Sovereign
appropriated tbe revenues of tbe Crown to
himself irrespective of tbe voice of the people.
Government as we know if to-day was finally
wrested from an autocratic sovereign, and
the wiIl of the people prevailed, and to-day we
quote it witb authority, and look upon it
as an Ark of the Covenant on whicb. our
hands mnust flot be lade. But, after ail,
government is only a buman institution. It
is as buman as any institution we bave, and
tbere is no reason why business men, fot
only in this country but in any country
sbould flot revise tbeir system of goverfiment
We bave tbe same antiquated. archaic system
to-day that we bad at tbe time of Confedera-
tion, although our debt to-day closely ap-
proacbes $3,0OO,0O0,000 and our revenue will
closely approach haif a billion dollars, where-
as at the time of Confederation our Supply
Bill did flot exceed $20,0O0,0O0, and it is doubt-
ful wbethier the revenue of the country ex-
ceeded tbe saine amount. Yet, we bave flot
read.justed ourselves. The world bas grown
since tbat time. The greatest war in bistory
bas been fought since fben, and has revolu-
tionized every institution of civilization. But
still we go on applying the old machinery
witbout any attempt at readjusting. 1 sa',
that tbe time has arrived wben tbe intelligent
men, flot only in Canada but elsewbere, should
apply business methods to government exaetly
as tbey apply themn f0 tbe business organiza-
fions to wbieb tbey belong.

Hon. Mr. BELCOURT: May 1 be per-
mitted to ask this question? My honourable
friend points out-and I am not prepared to
ent irely disagree wifh b im-tbat this gov-
ernment's expenditures ought to be subject to
inquiry by special boards. May I point out
t0 bim the signal failure to produce the re-
soîf s be boped for in a very notable instance?

Hon. Sir JAMES LOUGHEED: Would
flot my bonourable friend do very much better

Hon. Mr. BELCOURT.

by making a speech? I should like to hear
my bonourable friend expatiate upon that
subjeet. It is one wortby of my honourable
friend's thought, and I bope he will give the
Huse tbe benefit of bis views.

We have already confessed to the weakness
of our departmental machinery by appoint-
ing a Railway Board. We entirely eliniinated
tbe administration of that very important
tiiity, tbe Intercolonial Railway, from tbe

Railway Deparf ment, because we said the De-
partment could not administer it. We did the
samne tbing with the Grain Board. We placed
upon tbe Statute Book a confession that if
wvas impossible for the Government to admin-
1sf er properly the great wbeat crop of the
West.

Hon. Mr. BELCOURT: May I point out
that notwithstanding the reports made by
experts we bave flot been able to get our
Government to follow tbeir advice. Take the
Hudson Bay railway, for instance, and tbe
deepening of the Welland canal for the benefit
of the Americans.

Hon. Sir JAMES LOUGHEED: Even the
present Governiient bas outlined a Board
for rectifying tbose abuses which 1 point out,
so my honourable friends may follow tbe
operafions of this Board.

Hon. Mr. BELOOURT: My trouble is that
1 do flot tbink the Government will follow the
recommendaf ions.

Hon. Sir JAMES LOVGIIEED: If tliis
Government is too obstinate to do tlhis, the
only thing to be done is te replace it by an-
ofber. I can only say that I know a Govern-
ment that will carry ouf its advice along
this line.

I was going to refer to many of ber matters,
but I bave kept the House much longer than
I infended, and I bave exceeded my time.
I must say that it is very gratifying to, learn
froin the Government that tbey are so deeply
inferested in tbe many large problemns fore-
shadowed in thbe Speech from the Throne,
and we shail look forward witb a great deal
of anxiety and interest to tbe crystalization
of wbat is proposed into legislation, and I
would suggest f0 my bonourable friend tbe
leader of the House that the Senate sbould
be kept biisy in the earlier montbs of the
Session by giving due coirsideration f0 tbe
inany measures wbicb, as I bave said, are
promnised. Tbey alI deal with large questions,
national questions, whicb enter flot only into
fthe future of Canada, but inf o the everyday
lives of our people, and I express the hope-
-and t here is ne reason why we sbould flot
look forivard te ifs realization to some extent


