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that lapse ivili bc remedied as soon as
possible.

Looking at this production w bich 1 itold
in mny biauds, particuiarly" the first foui
pages thereof, I -wouid be disposcd f0 say
that so far as rcw-ards the first biaif of this
p)roduction it mighit perbaps be verv fitly
described as the'song of the cuckoo, as a
kind of jubilation on the part of tue hion.
gentlemen opposite on having got inte,
such an exceedingly weil-feathercd nesf as
they now occupy ivitîtout any exertioti.
pains or effort on tbieir part. It is safis-
factory for me to know, as my lion. frien:l

opposite lias said, that Canada is now iii
a condition of boundîng prosperit.s. He
might have said with perfect truth, and no
maan could g-ainsay it, titat for tue last
fiffeen years the prosperity of Canada liaS
been plienomenal, that iiot mlerulv ii tue
lîisfory of Canada, but 1 believe iii the
history of the wblole civilized worId knowit
to us there is no instance of a country
having prospered duriiîg the fifîceei years
which have elapsed front 1896 10 1911 as
Canada prospered under tîte administra-
tion w-hici lias recently resigncd power.
I ean understand perfectly well tbat miy
bion. friend opposite did not like fo makie
coniparisons. To those of us %iîo rentein-
ber tbe state of st-agnation and retrogres-
sion wbicb prevailed in Canada for tue
fiffeen %-cars preceding 1896 fronti 1881 f0
1896-lt is ver \ e as% to understaiid i'bv îtîv

lion. friend did iiot like tQ nlake- any uil-

pleasanit comiparison. I am liof equally
scrupuious. I think if is well thaf at this
early date lie should rentember. and tbe
miembers of this House and the people of
this countrY sbould rentember, tbat duriiig

pic, surely lie cannot have forgotten that
even if olv 1,786,000 souls were added to
our numbers between 1901 and 1911, and if
tbiat is lcss than Nvc had at one tinte hoped
if would ho, it certainly does compare rnost
favourably with the ;addition to our nunt-
bers between 1881 and 1891, when, even
with the aid of eounting a very large iiunt-
ber of p>eople who were absent fromn the
country into the returns, we barely mus-
tered 500,000 souls ail told. Five hundrcd
tbousand, as compared with 1,780,000, ils a
record of wbicb the Reform party ric
niot be ashamed.

I observe that the hon. gentlemen-and 1
have not the slighitest objection to them

doing so-are extrenîely desirous of put-
tmgi iiîto effect a certain Bill which passed

througli titis House after mature consider-

atin, a miatter of three or four months
ago. I may say it would have been mucli

more to the credit of the House of Coin-

nîions if the%- had taken tbat ineasure up
and devoted some tinte to putting it into

effeet than spending tinte in wranglîng
during the last months of the session. As

far as I cain understand f romi the para-
graph iii the spieech froin the Tbrone,

wbat the hon. gentlemien propose to do is
simply this: we took power to do every-

thing they propose to do, but we reserved
to ourselves tbe right to make the experi-

ment whether we could or could not do al

,;iat flie people of the Northwest expccta-d

f0 ho dona without the necessity of sink-

ing millions of rooney in the purchaise of

?ertain elevators. I do not miean to say

thaf it may not prove good Polîcy. As

sfafcd lit tbe tinte, if rnight be necessary fo

be donc, but I say if. would bave been

the lasf 15 yearS the prosperity of Canada iviser anîd miore politie and prudent t0

bias been perfcctly phienomenal. Wbien we have made the experiment in the first in-

camle mbt office we kiiow tîte positionl il tfance befon, pufting tbo coiintry to very

whichi w e found Canada. Froiii a trade i~ expcliture M.itb results that may
anid cîttrc faot$0,tUO î prove ver\ different fromn those which bion.

trade and coieýrce c aii(aexaî "C tln e xpect.

under the laie administration tu $800,000.. Aýs for titeir other propositions, I am

000 dut ing the. current ycar, inii îl uiroba- witol]y iii accordi with thîni in fbinkin- if

bilit -v. Mc liad a surplus ]aýt vear of i, riglit an]I desirable thaf aIl possible

$30,000,000. Tîtere is scarcely aiux doiibt mneats shoiild ho taken to preserve the fer-

titat the surplus %vilI reacli $40.000,000 fiti. tility of flie soul and encourage agriculture,

year, and aithougli my lion. fricîti appears anci anythine ini that way fairly conceived

f0 think finît the resnits cf fhlbte, census and fairly carried out Nvill always have nty

iist biave belon disaitpointiii to our peo- individual support, and I fhink I can say

Rt. Hoa. Sir RICHIARD CARITWRIGHT


